
42. Message From President Reagan to British Prime Minister

Thatcher
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Washington, April 2, 1982, 0245Z

Dear Margaret,

I have just talked at length with General Galtieri about the situation

in the Falklands.
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I conveyed to him my personal concern about the

possibility of an Argentine invasion. I told him that initiating military

operations against the Falkland Islands would seriously compromise

relations between the United States and Argentina and I urged him to

refrain from offensive action. I offered our good offices and my readi-

ness to send a personal representative to assist in resolving the issues

between Argentina and the United Kingdom.

The General heard my message, but gave me no commitment that

he would comply with it. Indeed, he spoke in terms of ultimatums

and left me with the clear impression that he has embarked on a course

of armed conflict. We will continue to cooperate with your government

in the effort to resolve this dispute, both in attempting to avert hostilities

and to stop them if they should break out. While we have a policy of

neutrality on the sovereignty issue, we will not be neutral on the issue

of Argentine use of military force.

Warmest wishes,

Ron
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Source: Reagan Library, Executive Secretariat, NSC Cable File, Falkland File

04/02/1982. Secret; Sensitive. Sent in telegram WH01641 via Cabinet Office channels.

The Department transmitted the text of the message to Buenos Aires and London in

telegram 88190, April 2. (Department of State, Executive Secretariat, Files of Alexander

M. Haig, Jr., 1981–1982, Lot 82D370, No folder)
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See Document 41.
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