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Introduction

I come to the House to oren this dehate less than two davs after
becomina Foreion nnd Commonwealth Secretarv, T am
deeplv conscious nf the heavv resmonsibilities that
have been nlaced upon me, I shall discharce them to
the best of mv abilities, Mv predecessor lifted hiah
the reputation of Britain and Pritish foreion nolicv,
He made full use of his areat skills and cifts and
his especial flair. He reristered some imnortant
achievements. He was a verv fine Foreion and
Commonwernlth Secretary, and the natinn nwes him its

aratitude,
Pe had under him a verv fine dinlomntic service, which has

served us and continues to serve us well. T look
forward to workina with it,

/The circumstances




The circumstances of mv predecessor’s denarture were most
unfortunate and I come to mv new npost at a critical
time in the historv of the Falkland Islands. 1
shall brina to this task all the determination I
can command, and I annroach it in a snirit of
realism and, I hone, of calm,

Determination, because we intend to show Arcentina and the whole
world that Britain is resolved to succeed in this
crisis. Realism, becouse I shall nroceed in full
recoanition of the major difficulties that lie
ahead. And calm, because we must cive the most
careful consideration to the practicol ontions
onen to us and reach the rioht decisions as we
advance towards our objectives.

The House knows what these ohiectives are., Thev were stq/%ed hv
mv riaht honourahle Friend the Prime Minister on
Saturdav, Ye intend tn see that the Falkland Islands
are freed from occunation and returned to British
administration at the earliest nossible moment.
To do this we must look forward in confidence, and
not hackwards in ancer,

/Araentipnn’s




Arcentina’s Aaaressinn

The whole Bouse and the countrv is struck bv the anpalling nature
of the agaressive action the Araentine recime has
committed. As recentlv as the end of February, as
the House is aware, we had held tolks with Arcentina
about the Falkland Islands, The Araentine
Government were fullv oware of Pritain’s position:
that is to sav, total firmness on the riaht of the
Islanders tn determine their own future; bhut
subject to that, willinﬂness!?:iégddesire - to
deal with the Falkland Islends problem hv means of
fair neaotiation,

Why did Arcentina’s ruler suddenlv decide in the last davs of
March to resort to arbhitrarv and brutal acaressiom?
I suoaest that part of the answer lies in the verv
brutality and unnonularity of the Arcentine reoime
itself, Inflation is renino in Araentina, at the
rate of 14N7 aq vear, The recime is notorious for

: ) Sene 1976,
its svstematic contemnt of all human riahts, "‘here
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have been thousonds of arrests and killinos, often
described in a tracic and disaraceful eunhemism ns

ndisappearances”. Mnlv a few davs before the

invasion of the Falkland Islands there had been
riots in Buenos Aires and many neople had been
arrested. Haranssed bv political unrest at home, and
beset bv mountina economic difficulties, the reaime
turned desperatelv to a cvnical attemnt to darouse
jincoism amona its neonle., The Falkland Tslanders
have thus become the victims of the unnrincinled
onnortunism of a morallv bankrunt reaime., 0Our
nurnose is to restore their riohts,

Recent Develonments

Since the debate on Saturdnv there have been a number of
develonments and T should hrina the House un-to-
date. The fovernor of the Falklond Tslands and the
marines from Port Stanlev have bheen evacuated to
this country, I om sure that the whole House will
wish to join me in mnvina tribute to them,

/The Rnvernor,




The Governor, Mr Rex Hunt, conducted himself with courcoe and
dionitv amid the dancer and confusion. He nroved
himself worthv of the trust which the British
Government had placed in him and of the manifest
resnect which he had insnired amonc the islanders.
The Roval Marines proved enunllv and characteristically
trustworthv, They did all that could nossiblv hove
been exnected of them, Thev cave the inveders a
sharp taste of what even ¢ very small detachment
from the British armed services can do when attacked
by overwhelmina force,

nn Saturdav, the Aragentines occunied South feoraia, The small
detachment of Poval Marines on that island nut up
a aallant and snirited resistonce, But nf course
they could not stand ur acainst overwhelmino
strenoth.
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The Araentines have also been consnlidatina their presence in

the Falklond Islands themselves., Our estimate is
that they mov now have an occunation force of
somethina over 3,700 men, and that the number 4= ey
stil](ﬁising. Yhile we have no renorts of direct
maltreatment of the islanders, it is auite obvious
that the occunation force has no intention of
treating them other than as a concuered nronulation.
Tiaht restrictions have been nlaced on their
activities, It is essential, at the verv least, that
the Arcentine authorities resnect their

international obliaations ton the civilian population
under the Fourth Geneva Convention, which deals with
the hehaviour and responsibhilities of occunvina

NOWETS.,

/Current Actions




( Current Actions

The House is aware that we have despatched a large task force
towards the South Atlantic. We are confident
that it will be fully adeauate for any action
that may be required in exercise of our undoubted
right of self-defence under the United Nations
Charter. This task force is an essential part of the
means for attaining our objectives. It gives us the

strength from which to urge a settlement, and in
Ar———r——

the end it may only be strength that the regime in
TR T T T
Argentina will understand.

There will be time before the task force reaches the area to do
everything possible to solve the problem without
further fighting., We would much prefer a peaceful
settlement. We will do all we can to get one,

And we shall welcome and support all serious efforts
to that end, The House and the country should be
in no doubt about that. But if our efforts fail,
the Argentine reaime will know what to expect:

Britain does not appease dictators.

/This is a
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his is a tense and difficult period. e are using the interval
immediatelv ahead for maximum dinlomatic activitv,
The need is for all the world to brino pressure on
Araentina to withdraw her armed forces from the
Falkland Islands. Britain herself has already
taken various measures. !le have broken diplomatic
relations with Aragentina. The British Ambassador
in Buenos Aires and most of his staff are beina
withdrawn, Ye have informed Araentina that their
Consulates in Livernool and Hono Kong must now be
closed. e have increased our broadcasts in Spanish
to Arcentina and in Enclish to the Falkland Islands,

A small British Interests Section will continue to work in the
Swiss Embassy, and we are most arateful to the
aovernment of Switzerland, who are most expert in
these matters, for agreeing to this arrancement,
Vle have been advisine the manv British subjects
livina in Araentina to depart unless thev have
special reasons for remaininc, We have frozen
Araentine assets in this countrv. ‘e have stqnned

/official




official credits for exports to Araentina, Ve
have banned the exnort of arms to Arcentina, And,
as the House was informed vesterdav, we have
imnosed an embarao on the import of all coods from
Araentina from midnicht last niaht,

The despatch of our naval force ond the economic measures we hove
taken should show the Araentine recime auite cleorlv

that we mean husiness. Yet, if we are to convince

them that noaression does not nav, we shall also
need the supnort of the world community and all who
believe in freedom,

The Securitv Council of the United Nations nrromntlv and decisivelv
endorsed the British view of the invasion of the
Falkland Islonds., It adonted - the dav after the
invasion - a Resolution nut forward bv Britain. That
Resolution demands an immediate cessation of
hostilities and an immedinte withdrawal of all
Argentine forces. And it calls on the covernments
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of Araentina and the United Kinodom to seek a
dinlomatic solution to their differences ond to
resnect the United Netions Charter, Pritain
immediatelv accepted the injunction 'to seek a
dinlomatic solution and observe the Charter.

But Araentina disnlaved her contempt for world opinion by coldlv

declarina that she would not comnlv with the
Resolution. This Resolution is mandatory, It
renresents the expression of world oninion, It

is bindina in internctioncl law, I hope that the
Araentine reaime will be broucht hv the nressure of
world oninion to fulfil its lenal oblicatiens,

The whole world has an interest in the fulfilment of this
Resolution, There are manv such territories AcCross
the world which are vulnerable to acaression from
more nowerful neichbours. The preservation of
peace depends on the exercise of responsikility
and restraint,
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It depends on the strona not takine the law into their own hands
and imposina their rule on the weak. Tt depends
on the internctional communitv supnortina the
nrincinle of self-determination and nunishina
those who wilfullv and forciblv violate that
nrincinle. It is the Falkland Islanders who
todav are beino denrived of their rioht to live
in accordance with their wishes,

If the world does not oblice Araentina to restore their riahts,
tomorrow it will be someone else’s turn to
suffer anaression and occunation, The world
will become an even more dancerous place.

Since 4 April, the covernment have been makine these views known
to a larce number of countries across the world,
I'e have urced them to take measures, similar to
those thot Britain has taken, to brina Arcentino
to her senses. Vesterdov, mv riaht honourable
Friend the Prime Minister @dded her rersonal
weioht to our efforts bv)sendina a rersoncl messaae
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to our partners in the European Community
and also tn other verv friendlv countries.

Active discussion is now under wav about measures bv the Euronrean
Communitv acainst Arcentina., WYe have alse been in
close contact with the members of the Commonweclth,
many of whom have resronded with surport which
bears witness to the strenath and value of our
Commonwealth links. All this dinlomatic activity

will continue.

The case for other countries to follow Britain in tokino
economic measures is verv strona, The Arcentine
economy denends areatly on exnort earninas and on
raisina finance to pav for imports and cover the
external deficit, The scone for measures bv our
friends is extensive. About 407 of Arcentina’s
exports a0 to our major nartners, includina the

members of the Communitv, Argentina frecuentlv

tries to raise funds in the leadina financiol
centres of the Yestern world,




We are asking our friends to do everything they can to help us.
They may not be able to take exactly the same
measures as Britain herself - unison is rarely
the answer in this kind of situation. But the
supply of arms and military equipment to Argentina
must be stopped in present circumstances. And I
hope that our friends and partners will encourage
their banks to make no new loans to Argentina. I
hope, too, that they will follow us in terminating
official export credits. Above all, we are asking
friendly countries to take measures against imports
from Argentina. I ask also that they should announce
what they are doing. This will impress Argentina,
and encourage others to follow suit.

We are confident of the support of the world community and in
particular of our friends. With this support,
we hope to make it clear to Argentina that withdrawal
from the Falkland Islands and a negotiated settlement
constitute the only legal and acceptable approach
in the dispute and the only one which is in
Argentina’s own interests.

/The first




The first responses to our annroaches to friendlv countries have
been encouracina, Many countries across the world

have condemned Arcentina‘’s aacression., Our friends
in Europe and the United States were amonc the very

first. Moreover; New Zealand has severed diplomatic

relations with Arcentina. Canada has nlaced an
immediate ban on military supplies to Araentina,
Canada and Australia have withdrawn their

Ambassadors from Buenos Aires, The Netherlands.,
France, Beloium and Germanv have taken action on arms
sales. !'e hope that this list will soon crow much
loncer,

Meanwhile our naval task force is on its wav to the South Atlantic,
It is a formidable demonstration of our strenath of
will. The challenges which thev mav be called uron
to face mav also be formidable, I have no doubt
that they will he eaual to it. I know the House
will join me in offerina ful] supnort to those who
are now embarked in defence of Pritish territory
and to protect the riohts which we and the
Falkland Islanders hold ecuallv dear.

/Conclusion
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Conclusion

It is intolerable that the peaceful reonle of the Falkland Islands,
who are British bv choice and bv inheritance, should
be the victims of unprovoked invasion by a
powerful and covetous neichbour, It will be far
from easv to reverse this situation., The difficulties
speak for themselves. !le shall spare no effort to
reach a peaceful solution, The Falkland Islancders
have reacted with courcce ond dicnity to the rare
of their Islands. I cssure them now that Britain
will stand by them. e have alwavs said that their
wishes are paramount, We shal]l do cll in our power
to show that their confidence in us is justified.

I know that our obiective of liberatina the Falkland Islands is
shared in all ports of this House. If we in this
country are to nchieve our obiective as swiftly
and as peacefullv as possirle, then we must all
unite in our resolve to succeed, O0f course there
has been criticism of the covernment’s hondlina of
the matter before the invasion. We are acutelv
conscious of that,
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Yet I believe that I judoe the mood of the House and the country

richtlv when I sav thot the Fovernment have their
support in the determined course we have taken

to solve the problem, 'Yhat we in Britain must
now do, with the sunnport and backina of all
freedom-loving countries richt across the world,
is to see to it that Arcentina’s intolerable
defiance of the internntional communitv and of
the rule of law is not allowed to stand,




