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1, THE AUSTRALIAN PRIME MINISTER SUMMONED ME' AT 0330 YOUR TIME
TODAY 8 APRIL, AS SCON AS CABINET HAD ADJOURNED. | MADE THE
INFORMAL EXPRESSION OF MRS THATCHER’S PLEASURE FORESHADOWED IN
PARAGRAPH 4 OF TUR. THIS WENT DOWN EXTREMELY WELL, AND | WAS
ASKED THAT HIS APPRECIATION SHOULD BE INFCRMALLY RETURNED,

2. MR FRASER SAID THAT THE CARINET HAD DECIDED TO ACCEDE FULLY TC
ALL OUR SUGGESTIONS, IN CONSEQUENCE, FROM MIDNIGHT TONIGHT 8 APRIL,
ALL IMPORTS FROM ARGENTINA WOULD BE BANNED, EXCEPT THOSE UNDER
EXISTING CONTRACTS., SIMILARLY, NO NEW EXPORT CREDIT GUARANTEES WOULD
BE GIVEN, THE QUESTION OF THE SALE OF ARMS DID NOT ARISE.

3. MR FRASER SAID THAT INITIALLY, THERE HAD BEEN SIGNIFICANT



3. MR FRASER SAID THAT INITIALLY, THERE HAD EEEN SIGNIFICANT
OPPOSITION IN CABINET TO AN IMFORT EMEARGO, BECAUSE OF THE RISKS
ATTACHING TO AUSTRALIAN ALUM| N!UM EXPCRT CONTRACTS (PARAGRAPH 2
OF TUR). THESE AMOUNTED OVER TEN YEARS TO SOME POUNDS 26C MILLION,
AND THEIR LOSS WOULD BE SERIOUS, BOTH ECONOM{ICALLY AND POLITICALLY,
HOWEVER, IN THE END MISGIVINGS WERE PUT ASIDE, AND THE CABINET
VOTED ALMOST UNANIMOUSLY IN FAVOUR OF THE IMPORT EMBARGO,

4. MR FRASER SAID THAT HIS GOVERNMENT WOULD NOT HAVE DONE THIS FOR
ANY OTHER COUNTRY IN THE WORLDs: THEY HAD DONE SO BECAUSE IT WAS
BRITAIN AND MRS THATCHER WHO WERE CONCERNED. | EXPRESSED OUR WARM
GRATITUDE FOR THIS HELPFUL ACTION, WHICH | WAS SURE WTULD HELP TO
SWAY OTHER COUNTRIES WHICH WE HAD APPROACHED: AND FOR AUSTRALIA’S
STAUNCH AND SPEEDY SUPPORT SINCE THE CRISIS AROSE,

5. A STATEMENT OF THE CABINET’S DECISION WILL BE ISSUED IN A FEW
HOURS, AND EBEFORE CLOSE OF PLAY HERE | SHALL BE ASKED TO TRANSMIT

A LETTER FROM MR FRASER TO THE PRIME MINISTER. | RECOMMEND THAT THE
PRIME MINISTER SHOULD SEND A PARTICULARLY WARM ACKNTWLEDGEMENT,

MASON




