
121. Telegram From the Central Intelligence Agency to the White

House Situation Room and the National Security Council

Staff

1

Washington, April 15, 1982, 0114Z

198827. TDFIR–314/00604–82. Dist: 14 April 1982. Country: Argen-

tina/United Kingdom/USSR. Subject: Argentine Plans To Deploy Part

of Its Fleet; Argentine Hopes for U.S. Intelligence Support To Prevent

Contact With the British Fleet; Argentine Willingness To Accept Soviet

Intelligence Support If the United States Does Not Provide It (DOI: 12,

13 April 1982) Source: [1 paragraph (4 lines) not declassified].

1. On 12 and 13 April 1982, two Argentine Air Force generals said

that the Argentine Navy and Air Force are currently avoiding any

operations that might bring them into contact with elements of the

British fleet or that might cause Argentine units to enter the British-

announced zone of exclusion around the Falkland Islands. The Air

Force generals said that this policy must be changed soon because the

Argentine Government wants to put some of its fleet to sea to detect

the locations of British ships. However, they said, the Argentine Gov-

ernment does not have accurate information of the general disposition

of the British fleet and will thus be sending its units out “blind”;

they added that a confrontation with the British is likely under this

circumstance.

2. The Air Force generals said that the Argentine Government,

using its Embassy in Washington, has already requested U.S. [less than

1 line not declassified] on the disposition of the British fleet as an aid to

avoiding conflict. They reiterated the necessity for this intelligence

support; they said that if the United States does not provide this assist-

ance, the Argentine Government will accept a standing offer from the

Soviet Union to provide such [less than 1 line not declassified]. The two

generals added that they are well aware that the U.S. Government has

provided [less than 1 line not declassified] on Argentine forces to the

British Government, and the U.S. Government must provide similar

support to the Argentine Government if it wants to remain neutral in

the current dispute.

3. [less than 1 line not declassified] comments.

A. [1 paragraph (3 lines) not declassified]

B. Unsubstantiated reports have been filtered into the Embassy by

Argentine Government officials, claiming that the Soviet Union has

offered or has provided [less than 1 line not declassified] intelligence to
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Source: Reagan Library, Executive Secretariat, NSC Cable File, Falkland File

04/15/1982 (1). Secret; [handling restriction not declassified].
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the Argentine Government on the disposition of the British fleet. Those

claims have not been confirmed. However, evidence has been received

that the Soviet Union has provided other information to the Argentine

Government on the aircraft carrier “Invincible”; [1½ lines not

declassified].

[Omitted here is dissemination information.]

122. Memorandum of Conversation

1

Caracas, April 15, 1982

PARTICIPANTS

US Venezuela

Secretary Haig Foreign Minister Zambrano

Ambassador Walters Interpreter

Ambassador Enders

Ambassador Luers

After an initial exchange of amenities re photographers which Sec-

retary Haig described as one of the hazards of democracy, FM Zam-

brano thanked the Secretary for stopping in Caracas.

Secretary Haig then said he believed it would be helpful for him

to give FM Zambrano a picture of the situation relating to the Falkland

Islands. The Secretary had spoken to President Reagan last night, who

had asked him to convey his highest esteem and regards to President

Herrera Campins. The President recalled with great pleasure his discus-

sions in Washington with President Herrera Campins. President

Reagan had also expressed the hope that Secretary Haig could meet

with FM Zambrano during his stop in Caracas. Secretary Haig said

that with this difficult situation in the South Atlantic we would wel-

come their advice as we continue our efforts to find a peaceful solution.

First, the US has supported the UN Resolution 502 which has two

primary operative paragraphs, withdrawal and a political solution; but

the resolution did not imply a return to the status quo ante. Therefore,

we are making an effort to maintain a balanced position recognizing

that the situation was not balanced at the outset. We have longstanding,
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Source: Department of State, Executive Secretariat, Files of Alexander M. Haig,

Jr., 1981–1982, Lot 82D370, (2) Falklands Crisis—1982. Secret; Sensitive. The meeting

took place at Marqueta Airport, where the airplane transporting Haig and his party to

Buenos Aires stopped for refueling.
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