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INFO SAVING WASHINGTON, UKMIS HEW YORK

YOUR TELNO 788 YO NAaHiNGTON' FALKLAND ISLANDS AND IGRC (kMGQ qu“>>

1, CONVERS, DEPUTY HEAD OF OPERATIONS,

ASKED ME T0 CALL THIS'

AFTERNOON, HE HAD NO (hO) NEWS OF POSITIVE DEVELOFMEWTS IN BUENOS
AlRES, BUT WANTED TO EXPLATN PRECISELY HOW MATTERS NOW STOOD,

2. CONVERS SAID THAT HE HAD JUST BEFOREHAND HAD A TELEPHONE
CONVERSATION WITH THE ICRC MAN IN BUEKQS AIRES, CORTES!, WHO HAD

AGAIN GONE OVER THE GROUND WITH THE ARGENTINE AUTHORITIES,
THE ARGENTINIANS CONTINUED TO SHOW EXTREME SENSITIVITY AND A LEVEL
OF NATIONALISM RARE IN ICRC EXPERIENCE, THEY CLEARLY FELT UNDER

CONSIDERABLE PRESSURE FROM THE UK AND THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY,

AND ALSO FROM THE WORLD PRESS

JALL_THIS TENDED _TO_CONCIRM THE ,TOJC

WHICH THEY SAW AS DEEPLY UNSYMPATHETIC, l
HER. :L,LI,:,lr 14 .}'E!R#QPI‘URACM_.-




TEEY SAW TH_ ICRC AS A CUROPEAN [HSTITUTION AND HENCE THE TOOL

OF EUROPEAN COUNTRIES AND THE Uk. THE ICRC WAS ALREADY SUSPECT

[N ARGENTINIAN EYES BECAUSE OF | TS .EFFORTS TO RELIEVE THE E:Puq 5
0F REPRESSION 1N ARCENTINA, THEY SAW THE ICRC’S ACTION AS DICTATED
BY EUROPSAN AND UK INTERESTS AND CONSIDERED THAT A COMCESSION 70
THE JCRC WOULD PE A CONCESSICN TO THE ERITISH. THEY ARGUED FALSELY
THAT DURING RECENT TENSION BETWEEN ARCENTINA AHD CHILE THE 1CRG
HAD SHOWN NO [INTEREST IN THE LIKELY CONGEQUENCES FOR THE CIVILIAN
PORPULLATION, AND WONDERED WHY THZ 1CRC WERE PUSHING SO HARD NOW,

. AGAINST THIS BACKGROUMD, CONYERS RECOGHISED THAT BRITISGH
MINISTERS MIGHT WELL FIND IT BESIRABLE (AND 1M ACCORDANCE WITH THE
FACTS) TO MENTION ICRC?’S ACTIONS IN PUBLIC AND EXPRESS SUPPORT FOR
THEM, WE WERE ENTIRELY FRZE 7O TAKE OUR OWN DECISIONS ON HOW TO
SXPLAIN THE FACTS AND OUP REACTIONS TO THEM, BUT IN SC FAR AS WE
NENTIONE“ ICRC ACTIVITIES WITH APPROVAL, AND ChlflbiS D THE LACK
OF_\M APuEWTINr PESPOdbﬁ THE GCONSEQUENCES WOULD NOT BE hLLPFUL
TO THE 1CRC IN ATTAININ ITS IMMEDIATE OBJECTIVE TO ESTABLISH™
A PRESENCE ON THE ioLAﬂD THE ICRC WERE PRESSING AS HARD AS THEY
COtA.D FOR THIS OBJECTIVE AﬂD WOULD CONTINUE TO DO SO, TO STAND ANY
CHAICE OF SUCCESS THEY MUST HOWEVER BE SEEN TO BE THE INITIATOR

THEIR OWN POLICIES, AND HOT THE TOOL OF ANYOHE ELSE. CONVERS
SAID THAT THE ICRC RECOGHISED THAT W& WANTED TO SEE Al IGRC
PRESENCE TO MELP PROTECT *’0UR PECPLE?® ON THE FALKLAND |SLANDS.
BUT HE HOPED THAT MINISTERS WOULD SO FAR AS POSSiBLE AVOID SAYING
SO PUBLICLY, IN ORDER THAT OUR .A”EREQ., AND THE ICRC INTEREST,
WHICH FULLY COINCIDED,,

SHOULD BE REALISED,

L, | WELCOMED ICRC®S DETERMINATION TO PERSERVEREZ IN THEIR EFFORTS,
AND NOTED THAT T WAS ALSO IN THE INTERESTS OF THeE ARGENT INTANS

TO ALLOW THE ICRC IN, TO DEMOMSTRATE THAT THEY WERE PREPARED

TO BEMAVE IN A RESPONSIBLE AND HUMANITARIAN WAY, CONVERS AGREED,
BUT SAID THAT THE LONGER THE ARGENTINIANS DELAYED, THE MORE ANY
TCCISION TO ADMIT THE ICRC WOULD BE SEEN AS PCLITICAL RATHER THAN
HUMANTTARI AN,

FCO PLEASE PASS SAVING TO WASHINGTON AND UKMIS KEW YORK




