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Falklands: Message from the British Chamber of Commerce in

Argentina

Willie Rickett wrote to Francis Richards on 15 April
enclosing a telegram from the Chairman of the British Chamber
of Commerce in Argentina. T enclose a draft reply from the
Prime Minister, in the form of a telegram to the British Interests
Section in Buenos Aires. ——

There were suggestions at an earlier stage that the
Chamber of Commerce might wish to send a delegation to London
to press their case in person, but so far as we are aware no
firm proposal to this effect has been received.

o e

Private Secretary

A J Coles Esq
10 Downing Street
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1. The Prime Minister has received a telearam from the British
Chamber of Commerce in Argentina. The text is in MIFT.

2. Please deliver following renly from the Prime Minister:
BEGINS: Thank you for your telearam about the situation in

the Falkland Islands. I am aware of the important contribution
which your Chamber has made to the development of industrial,
commercial and financial Links between Argentina and the UK, and
the major role which these have nlayed in the development of
Argentina. The British Government is, lLike your Chamber,
concerned that the acood relations which have existed between the
two peoples are now at risk. However, this situation has not
been of our seekina: it has been caused by the unprovoked
aggression by the Argentine Government acainst the Falkland
Islands and their Denendencies.

We want a peaceful solution to the present crisis. We are making
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every effort to achieve one. However this must be on the basis
of the mandatory resolution passed by the Security Council of
the UN, which calls for an immediate withdrawal of Argentine
forces. Any intensity of feeling in Argentina on this subject
is fully matched by the outrace at Araentina's invasion felt
here. If the Argentine Fovernment's attemnt to imnose its views
by force on the neople of the Falkland Islands, who have many
times made quite clear their determination to remain British,
were allowed to succeed, there would be the cravest consequences
for peace, security and the rule of law, not only in the South

Atlantic, but in the wider world also. ENDS
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1. Following is text of telearam.

BEGINS: The British Chamber of Commerce in the Argentine
Republic (Inc) represents many and important British and
Argentine companies with industrial, trading or financial
interests in Argentina and the United Kinadom. Within Argentina
its members employ over 10,000 persons and account for an
agaregate investment of over £500 million; they are primarily
responsible for generatina a bilateral flow of goods and services
in the order of £1,000 million per year. Ever since its
foundation in 1913 the Chamber has been actively encaged in

the furtherance of economic relations between the two countries.
As such it has witnessed the development of a fruitful partner-
ship between Argentine and British interests. Generations of
Britons have chosen to work and Live in Argentina and in many
cases have settled and integrated permanently into the local

community where they found respect and even admiration for
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British values and way of Life and never at any time have
rearetted their decision. Our Chamber is therefore most seriousl
concerned because that lono history of friendship is now at

stake to the detriment of the many individuals and companies of
British origin or affiliation nresent in Araentina puttina at
risk a relationship developed over more than a century which may
be destroyed in one day but would require decades to repair. Thi
concern extends also to what we believe is a lack of awareness

in the United Kinadom with respect to the sincerity and

intensity of the feelings of the Argentine people towards the
issue under discussion ever since it arose 150 years aco and thei
frustration after seventeen years of fruitless talks.

The Chamber is anxious that a neaceful settlement to this problem
be reached. The highest sense of mutual resnect and consideration
must prevail. The undeniable duty of everyone and particularly
those who wield power is to demonstrate the mose sincere
willingness to carry through to a speedy and successful
conclusion the neaotiations which have already been initiated,
the failure of which no reasonable person can accept. We urge
you to refrain from the use of force which at this noint could
only cause irreparable harm to all concerned and incalculable
damage to the western world and to strive to achieve an
understanding which will allow a positive future to be built in

the best interests of all including the islanders. ENDS
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