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ANGLO—CUBAN'RE£ATions : FALKLAND ISLAﬁDs R

i.. PRIOR TO MY DEPARTURE ON LEAVE ON 26 APRIL ; AN sesxine g
< “INTERVIEWS WITH VICE PRES| BENT‘CARLOS - RAF AEL=RODRI GUEZ AND v~;ﬁ
FORE1 GN HiNtSTER'MAEnfERCA (OR, "1F"HE 1S STILL OUT OF THE COUNTRY;
HS DEPUTY VIERA)., 1 HAVE SUFF?CIEHT BRIEFING MATERJAL TO DEAL
WITH THE FALKLAND ISLANDS. BUT |F THERE ARE ANY SPECIFIC POIKTS
YOU WOULD'WISH ME TO PUT ACROSS, 1 .SHOULD BE GRATEFUL FOR URGENT
INSTRUCT10XS. { | P

2.. MY CANADI AN COLLEAGUE TELLS ME THAT IN A PRIVATE CONVERSA ON
HE HAD WITH FIDEL CASTRO WHEN THE LATTER ATTENDED BARTLEMAN’S

PATRIATION DAY RECEPTION ON 17 APRIL, MENTION OF THE FALKLAND

ISLANDS LED CASTRO TO SPEAK AT LENGTH ABOUT THE INTELLIGENT WAY




CONTRASTING THE ENDURTRG STRETS

HERITAGE OF DICTATORSHIPS AND SQLITICAL VIOLENCE IN LATIN AMER
CASTRO WENWT ON TO T ALK DISPARAGINGLY ABOUT THE ARGENTINE MILITARY
GOVERNMENT AND COMING 70 THE PRESENT CRISIS, SAlD, IN EFFECT,

v+ 5 PLAGUE ON BOTH THEIR LOUSES'’, HE CONCLUDED JOCULARLY (BUT
PROBABLY TRUTHFULLY) T4 AT THE BEST OUTCOME FOR CUBA MIGHT BE IF
THE BRITISH AND ARGENTINE GOVERNMENTS SUCCEEDED IN DESTROYING
EACH OTHER.

3s e CASTRO MAY [N PART HAVE BEEN AT PAINS TO AVOLD POLEMICS WITH
H{S HOST OR WHAT WAS DEMGNSTRAT!VELY 4 COMMONWEALTH OCCASION,
ASTHOUGH HIS ADMIRATICON FOR BRiTAlN'S DECOLON%SATlOﬁ RECORD IS,
1 BELiEVE, GENUINE. AND KIS CONCLUS!ION wAS NEITHER PART | CULARLY
ENCOURAG?NG NOR INDICATIVE CF HOW THE CUBANS MAY BE PREPARING TO
PLAY THE HAND (WHETHER OR NOT 1IN TANDEM WITH THE pUSSIANS) IF
THINGS GET ROUGH 1N THE SOUTH QTFANTlC. BUT BARTLEMAR wAS STRUCK
BY THE ABSENCE OF ANY DIRECT CIRITICISM OF HMG IN CASTRO’S
REMARKS ON THE PRESENT SITUAT{ON. '

EXPRESS THE HOPE THAT A PEACEFUL SOLUTION CAN BE FOUND,

WA lLE MAINTAINING W1 TH DIFFERING DEGREES OF BLUNTNESS THAT CUBA

1S BOUND TO SUPPORT ARGENT I NA. THE CUBAN PRESS 18 NOW PLACING

MOST EMPHASIS ON ARGENTINE PREPARATIONS T0 REPEL BRITISH

1 AGGRESSION"’ AND OKRE OR TwO RELATIVELY LOW LEVEL OMMENTARIES
~ KAVE REFLECTED THE LINE THAT THE CRISIS 15 ALL PART OF A us

pLOT TO SECURE M{LITARY BASES IN THE SOUTH ATLANTIC. -BUT THERE

HAS STILL BEENEPO OFFICIAL GOVERNMENT STATEMENT.

4.. MEANWHILE OTHER SENIOR CUBANS TO WHO | HAVE SpOKEN CONTINUE Toi
i
i

FCO PASS SAVING TO UKMIS NEW YORK.,

THOMAS

NENN




