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TO IMMEDIATE F C O

TELEGRAM NUMBER 158 OF 22 APRIL

INFO IMMEDIATE WASHINGTON

INFO PRICRITY UKMIS NEW YORK, MEXICO CITY, BRASILIA, NASSAU,

BRIDGETOWN, BCGOTA, SAM JOSE, QUITC, KINGSTON, SANTC DCMINGO,

TEGUCiG&LPﬁ; PANAMA CITY, ASUNCION, LIMA, PORT OF SPAIN AND
“MONTEVIDEO

UK#1S NEW YORK TELNC 511 TO F C O (NOT TO ALL ) AND WASHINGTOM
TELNC 1297 TO F C O : OAS/FALKLANDS ¢ CHILEAN POSITiOh
1. DESPITE RCBUST STANCE TAKEN EY CHILEAN DELEGATiDN TN NEW
YORK (UKMIS NEW YORK TELNO S511), ECHOED INCIDENTALLY IN EL
MERCURIO’S LEADING EDITGRIAL TODAY, CONTACTS WITH MFA HERE AT
VARICUS LEVELS REVEAL A DISTINCT WEAKENING OF CHILEAN RESOLVE,
POSSIRBLY AS A RESULT OF ARGENTINE LOBBYING. PHRASES SUCH
AS QUOTE NEED TO AVOID GIVING UNNECESSARY OFFENCE TO POWERFUL
tE 1 CHEOURS UNQUOTE DO NOT INSPIRE CONFIDENCE, LINE CURRENTLY
BEING TAKEM BY MFA OFFICIALS CONCERNED IS VERY SIMILAR TO THAT
.RTED IN MEXICO CITY’S TELNO 229 TO F C 0 ¢ IN THEIR VIEW,




. o VER A TO THAT
CUTY*S TELKO 229 TO F € 0« [N THEIR VIEW,
)R THE TONE AND NATURE OF ANY ARGENTINE
THE OAS MEETING ON 26 APRIL, MFA HAVE NOT
{ MINISTER WILL ATTEND (THEY HAVE NONE AT
PRESENT AS PRESIDENT WILL ONLY BE SWEARING IN NEW CABINET AT
180E LOCAL TIME TODAY) BUT THEY WILL PROBAELY FOLLOW OTHER
MEMBER STATES' LEAD.
2. |F NO ARMED CLASH HAS TAKEN PLACE BY 26 APRIL, MFA SAY CHILE

WOULD PROBABLY RESIST ANY ARGENTINE ATTEMPT TO IMPOSE SANCTICHNS

OF ANY KIND, MFA WERE STUDICUSLY VAGUE HOWEVER ON WHAT THEIR
ATTITUDE MIGHT BE |F REFERENCE WERE MADE [N }:RESCLUTIOH TC THE
VALIDITY OF ARGENTINA’S CLAIMS ON THE FALKLANDS. THEY WOULD
MUCH PREFER NOT TO HAVE TC PRONGUNCE ON THIS, BUT | EXFECT

THEY WILL PROBABLY AGAIN FALL INTO LINE WITH THE REST RATHER

. THAN RISK BEING LEFT AS ODD WMAK OUT.

2, IF HOSTILITIES WERE TO HAVE BROKEK OUT BY THEN, MFA FORESEE
GREAT DIFFICULTY FOR CHILE IN RESISTING IMPOSITION OF SOME SORT
OF SANCTIONS, BUT HAVE HINTED BROADLY THAT THEY ARE UNLIKELY TO
BE EFFECTIVELY ENFORCED -HERE,

4, IN ALL THIS MFA IS IX UNCOMFORTABLE PCSITION OF BEING

CAUGHT BETWEEN STRONGLY PRO=BRITISH PUBLIC OPINION ON THE ONE
HAKD, AKD THE WEED TO AVOID CONTINENTAL ISOLATION O THE OTHER,
ESPECIALLY A4S THEY ARE ANXICUS TC KEEP OPEN POSSIBILITY OF

| MVOKIKG THE R10 TREATY THEMSELVES IN THE EVENT OF AN ARGENTIHE
ATTACK LATER ON (MY TELEGRAM MO 14g, NOT TO ALL). | GATHER
CHILE TOOK FIRST STEPS IN THIS DIRECTION AT TIME OF LAST
CHILEAN/ARGENTINE CRISIS IN 1978,

5. F C O PLEASE PASS,
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