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FALKLANDS: OAS

1, THE FOLLOVWING EDITORIAL ENTITLED QUOTE THE RIO PACT INDEED
UNQUOTE WAS PUBLISHED TODAY 1IN THE NEW YCRK TiME?ﬁ

ARGENTINA HAS INVOKED THE WRONG TREATY AT THE WRONG TIME
T0 PROMOTE THE ILLUSION THAT ALL LATIN AMERICAN NATIONS SUPPORT
1TS SEIZURE OF THE FALKLANDS, THEY DON'T, AND SOME THAT DO SERVE
ONLY THEIR OWN TERRITORIAL AMBITIONS, BY APPEALING TO THE RIO PACT
ACAINST INTRUSION INTO THE HEMISPHERE, THE ARGENTINE GENERALS
CHOOSE THE SEMBLANCE OF DIPLOMACY OVER THE REAL THING.

———————

THEIR TURN TO THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES CAN ONLY
PRODUCE A USELESS CON FRONTATION OF FOREIGN M INISTERS NEXT WEEK, THE
UNITED STATES O!NTLuLY ABSTAINED FROM APPROVING THE MEETING: THE
JUNTA WOULD BE FOOLISH TO |CGNORE THAT SIGNAL, ARGENTINA’S
RESISTANCE TO COMPROMISE CAN ONLY INCREASE THE PRESSURES FOR
THE REAGAN Hb1'htSThﬂT10“ TO SIDE MORE OPENLY WITH BRITAIN,

JUST BE AN EXPRESSION OF CULTURAL




THAT PARTISANSHIP WOULD NOT JUST Be AN EXPRESSION OF CULTURAL
AFFINITY, AMERICANS NEITHER KNOW NOR CARE VERY MUCH AROUT WHD HAS
THE BETTER CLAIM TO THOSE LONG—=DISPUTED [SLANDS, BUT THEY ARE WELL
AWARE THAT 1,880 FALKLANDERS SHOULD NOT BE ABSORBED INTO A .
MILITARY DICTATORSHIP THROUGH A COUP DE MAIN THAT AFFRONTS »‘\LL.
INTERNATIONAL NORMS, '

IN FACT, THOSE NORMS ARE SPELLED OUT IN THE VERY FIRST ARTICLE
OF THE TREATY ARCGENTINA WOULD INVOKE ACAINST BRITAIN, THE
RECIPROCAL ASSISTANCE (RIO) PACT OF 1947 OPENS WITH THE DECLARATION
THAT 19 HEMISPHERE NATIONS QUOTE CONDEMN WAR AND UNDERTAKE I[N
THEIR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS NOT TO RESORT TC THE THREAT OR USE
OF FORCE IN ANY MANNER INCONSISTENT WITH THE PROVISIONS OF THE
CHARTER OF THE UNITED NATIONS OR OF THIS TREATY, UNQUOTE

HAVING VIOLATED THAT COMMITMENT, ARGENTINA CHEEKILY ACCUSES
BRITAIN OF AN EXTRACONTINENTAL ATTACK ON AN AMERICAN REPUBLIC,
IN VIOLATION OF ARTICLE 6. THE IMPUDENCE IS COMPOUNDED BY CRUDE
HINTS THAT BUENOS AJRES WILL RELY ON SOVIET AiD TO SUSTAIN ITS
AGGRESSIONs FOR THE MAIN PURPOSE OF THE RIO PACT WAS TO SHIELD
THE HEMISPHERE AGAINST SOVIET INTRUSION,

A VAGUE SENSE OF HEMISPHERE SOLIDARITY PREDICTABLY PRODUCE
18 VOTES FOR CONVENING A MINJSTERS’ CONFERENCE, ONLY COLOMBIA AND
TRINIDAD JOINED THE UNITED STATES IN ABSTAINING, BUT SUPPORT FOR
ARGENTINA IS TEPID, EXCEPT FOR SUCH NOTABLE EXCEPTIONS AS
VENEZUELA AND GUATEMALA = WHICH HAVE STANDING TERRITORIAL CLAIMS
IN GUYANA AND BELIZE CONCERMNING FRONTIERS FIXED BY BRITAIN,

THE REAGAN ADMINISTRATION 1S RIGHT TO TRY TO SIDETRACK THIS PLOY
AND TO KEEP THE BRITISH NAVY TREADING WATER WHILE NEW BRITISH
PROPOSALS ARE CONSIDERED, THIS WAR 1S BETTER THREATENED THAN
FOUGHT, AND IF IT MUST BE FOUGHT, BETTER LATER THAN SOONER, IF
THE THREAT OF IT HAS STILL NOT REGISTERED IN BUENOS AIRES, HOWEVER,
ONE GOOD WAY TO GIVE DIPLOMACY A FURTHER CHANCE WILL BE FOR THE
UNITED STATES TO REBUT THIS ARGENTINE CHALLENGE WITH A MORE
PROMOUNCED TILT TOWARDS BRITAIN,

THIS DISPUTE DOES NOT REPRESENT A NEW CCOLONIAL THRUST BY A
EUROPEAN POWER INTO THE VWESTERN HEMISPHERE, NOR 1S IT A SOVIET
CHALLENGE EXCEPT AS ARGENTINA'S MAHEUVERS FACILITATE MOSCOW’S
MEDDLING, THE RIO NATIONS SHOULD STAND BY THEIR FIRST PRINCIPLE
AHD JOIN THE UNITED NATIONS IN CONDEMNING ARGENTINA’S RESORT TO
FORCE,

HENDERSON




