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q { The landing on South Georsia

Suc-essful operation. Achieved obje~tive of recovering South Georgia writh
vin‘mum for~e. No British casualties and onlr one Argentine

casualty (2 submariner has lost a les).

Troops landed on South Georgia by helicovnfer on Sunday at about 4,00 »-
London time. Argentine forres at Crytviken offered only limi+ted

resistance and surrendered after two hours. British troops have subsequently
taken the Argentine outpost 2t Le‘th. Some 150 — 200 nrisoners were talken.
These will be returned to Argentina as soon as possible. Co-mander of the
local Argentinian forces has expressed sratitude for the humanitv shovm to

the prisoners.,

Dur'ng the firs® phase of the operation the Argentine submarine Santa e was
engaged off South Georgia by our helicopters. The submarine was no* =zimply carrving
stores and medical supplies as claimed by the Argentines. It was carrving

at least 50 troops as reinfor-e-ents for the oc~unryine force.

Was lr Haiz t01d?

No-one can have been in any doubt fro: the Prime Minister's statements

in London and Mr Pym's in Washinston of our deter—ination %o use

force if necessarvy. Sure Mr Haig understood this very well and ould

hardly have been surorised.

British title to South Georgia?

As Prive M'nister explained to House last week, Sou+h Georgia is not
part of Falklands but a separate British dependencr. In re-ent vears
South Georgia has been ad-inistered from Port Stanlev purelw as 2
matier of convenience. There is no doubt about our lesal position, and

the Arcentine ~lai has no foundation whatever,

2 Lesal Posi*ion

Not at war; a start of war would involve g declaration of war by either side
or major ar-ed conflict. Nor are we a-mressor. Arcentines fired first br

invading Tallklands and Sou*h Georcsias Their invasion of South Georzia took

place af*er UN had adopted SCR 502 rondernin~ Arrentina as ageressor and calline




on her *o withdraw. We attacked *he sub-arine afier g ving Arzentna clear
varning last Friday that we would take ant’on arainst warships threatening

to interfere with our forces. Warnine snerifically ment:oned submerines.

Argentines chose to ignore warning and rust aceept consequences.

Sr Costa lMendez's ~la‘m that we are "technically at war"?

Appears to have been off the cuff remark. No for-a2l co~munication

from Argentina.

we in breach of Security Council Resolution 5022

No. The measures defer-‘ned br the Resolution were explicifty related
fo Argentine aggression; +they required their forees to be withdrawm
and demanded an end to hostilities. What was the Argentine reaction?
Since the Resolution ther have doubled the size of the garrison and

they invaded South Georgia. It is three weeks since ‘he Resolut:on

was adop*eds In *these circumstances there is no doubt whatever of our

right to self-defence under Article 51 of the UN Charter (which is in no

sense modified by SCR 502)

3e Yhat hapvens next?

Remain defermined ‘o do all we can to seitle this issue b7 negotiation..

First objective fo serure Argentine withdrawal — if possible withont use of force.
So far met with Argentine intransigence but hope that display of our resolve

and ability to take military action if necessary will nroduce more

consfruct ve attitude, !Meanwhile the Task Torre °s aporoaching the Talklands.

The choice between negotiation and further for~e ‘s uop to Argen*ina.

Wr Haig's initiative finished?

Not at all. Hope that Arcentines w31l now be more flexible and that
Mr Haig will be able to make progress. He now intends to pursue his
efforts further with the Arcentines, althouzh the Argentnes are

currently revorted to be unwilling %o con*imue necotiations. Trust

they will reconsider; time is short.




S . 4. British Antarctic Survey Team and +wo

Reported safe on Sunday afternoon. Arrangcements in hand *o

evacruate them if ther so choose.




