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TELEGRAM NUMBER 585 OF 26 APRIL.,
INFO IMMEDIATE WASHINGTON,

YOUR TELKD 361
SOUTH GEORGIA: NOTIFICATION TO SECURITY COURCIL

1, | AM MOST ANXIOUS TO SUBMIT MY LETTER IN TIME FOR IT TO B
CIRCULATED BEFORE THE RESULTS ARE kNOWN OF TODAY'’S MEETINGS OF

THE GASIAND THE NON-ALIGNED |IN wASHINGTON AKD NEW YORK RESPECTIVELY.
I PROPOSE TO REPLY TO RCCA’S LETTERS OF 24 APRIL (MY TELNO 562)

AND 25 APRIL (TEXT IN MIFT),

2, FOLLOWING IS MY DRAFT REPLY:

BEGINS.




[ 1 HAVE THE HONOUR, WITH REFE
I

|

BEGINS
ERENCE TO-THE LETTERS DATED 24 AND 237
APRIL FROM THE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE OF ARGENTINA (S/14998 ‘
K

$/14959) TO STATE THE FOLLOWIN

!
SE
G,

ON 3 APRIL 1982, NOTWITHSTANDING CURRENT ACTION IN THE SECURITY
COUNGIL AND THE ADOPTION OF SCR 582, ARGENTINA CARRIED OUT AN
ARMED [NVASION OF THE |SLAND OF SOUTH GEGRGIA, THE SMALL BRITISH
GARRISON RESISTED BUT WAS EVENTUALLY CAPTURED, ON 25 APRIL, IN
EXERCISE OF THE INHERENT RIGHT OF SELF-DEFENCE RECOGNISED BY
ARTICLE 51 OF THE CHARTER OF THE UNITED RATIONS, BRITISH FORCES
RE-ESTABLISHED BRITISH AUTHCRITY ON SOUTH GEORCIA, THE COMMANDER
OF THE ARGENTINE FORCES WHICH HAD BEEN THERE FOR JUST OVER THEEE
WEEKS SURRENDERED, THE OMLY CASUALTY SO FAR AS MY GCVERHMEHT 13
AWARE WAS AN ARGEMTINE SEAMAN WHO SUFFERED LEG INJURIES,

THERE 1S THUS NO QUESTION OF THE UNITED KINGDOM GOVERNMENT HAVING
ACTED AGGRESSIVELY, HAVING IN ANY WAY BREACHED THE TERMS OF SCR
562 (IMPLEMENTATION OF PARA 2 OF WHICH BY ARGENTINA 1S STILL
AWAITED BY THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY) OR OF HAVING CAUSED A
BREACH OF INTERNATIONAL PEACE AND SECURITY, THE ORIGINAL BREACH

" OF THE PEACE DETERMINED BY THE SECURITY COLNCIL IH e

41 ve AN !-'l'

THIRD PREAMBULAR PARAGRAPH OF SCR 522 WILL NOT BE WEALED BEFORE
ARGENTINA CAN BE SEEN TO HAVE COMPLIED WITH OPEHAT!Vt PARA 2 OF
THAT RESOLUTION, NO AMOUNT OF SELECTIVE QUOTATION FROM STATEMENTS
BY BRITISH MINISTERS CAN OBSCURE THE FACT THAT IT WAS ARCENTINA
WHICH FIRST USED ARMED FORCE IN DEFIANCE OF THE SECURITY COUNCIL?S
URGENT CALL ON 1 APRIL (S/14944),

SOUTH GEORGIA 1S A REMOTE MOUNTAINOUS ISLAND IN THE SOUTH ATLANTIC

(800 MILES FROM THE FALKLAND ISLANDS AND 1686 MILES SOUTH EAST

OF BUENOS AIRES), IT WAS DISCOVERED BY A BRITISH NATIONAL AND

HAS BEEH UNDER BRITISH SOVERE|GNTY UNTHTERRUPTEDLY SINCE 1775~ [ T0%
BEFORE WHICH IT WAS TERRA NULLIUS, THE UNITED KINGDOM HAS GCCUPIED

————— -

 AND ADMINISTERED THE |SLAND OPENLY CONTINUOUSLY AND PEACEFULLY,

FOR MANY YEARS ARGENTINA ACCEPTED RBRITISH soanEieN?¥ ARGENT I NA
APPEARS TO HAVE FIRST MADE CLAIM TO SOUTH GEORGIA IN 1997,

IN THE 1942S AND 1552S THE UNITED KINGDOM OFFERED TO REFER THE
SOVERE | GHTY DISPUTE OVER SOUTH GEORGIA TO THE INTERNATIONAL COURT
OF JUSTICE. IN MAY 1955, THE UNITED KINGDOM SUBMITTED THIS DISPUTE
TO THE COURT BY DELIVERING AN APPLICATION TO THE REGISTRAR (FULL
TEXT IN *’1CJ PLEADINGS, ANTARCTICA CASES (UK V ARGENTIHAY''),
HAVING SEEN THE STRENGTH OF THE BRITISH TITLE TO SOUTH GEORGIA,
ARGENT 1A DECLINED TO ACCEPT THE COURT’S JURISDICTION, IN nnc:n'
YEARS, THE MAIN USE OF THE |SLAND HAS PEEN AS A (OGISITIC




RREENTINA DECLIKED TO ACCEPT THE COURT’S JURISDICTION, IN RECEXN

YEARS, THE MAIN USE OF THE ISLAND HAS BEEN AS A LOGISITIC

STATION SUPPORTING THE ERITISH ARTARCTIC SURVEY, |,E, PEACEFUL
SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH,
'[//"‘_“-ﬁ,._

ENDS

©+3. THE HISTORY HAS BEEN TAKEN FROM THE 1CJ APPLICATION,

L, GRATEFUL FOR IMSTRUCTIONS BY 17¢22,

’

PARSOHS




