193. Telegram From the Embassy in Argentina to the Department
of State!

Buenos Aires, April 30, 1982, 0527Z

2640. Subj: Falklands Crisis: Prospective US Measures. Ref: Gilles-
pie/King secure telephone call.?

1. Secret entire text.

2. Following receipt of subject phone call, I asked to see President
Galtieri and was received at midnight. ARMA accompanied me as he
has throughout these critical meetings.

2. I told Galtieri that we came without instructions and with the
only purpose of seeing what we could do to head off a fatal confronta-
tion. I pointed out to the President that we had not received an adequate
response to our proposal and that we would announce tomorrow sev-
eral measures against Argentina. During more than an hour’s conversa-
tion, he demonstrated no give whatsoever on the proposal.

3. I repeatedly asked him what he saw as a way out of this impasse.
His response was, as might be expected, that there should be a stand
down to give an opportunity for negotiations. I just as repeatedly
pointed out to him that such a back off would give Argentina the
victory it sought.

4. At the end of our conversation, and on my own initiative, I
suggested to Galtieri that the GOA might announce unilaterally a with-
drawal of its troops from the Malvinas as a first step toward a peaceful
solution and as a gesture of good faith. He seemed to take this sugges-
tion seriously, wrote it down, but said again, as he had several times
before, that he was only one of three who made these decisions.

5. I recommend most strongly that we not repeat not announce
the measures contemplated until I have had a chance to follow up with
Galtieri tomorrow morning.3 I think there is still a chance, although a
slight one, that we can hold these people off.

6. Both ARMA and I (and Galtieri particularly listened to the for-
mer) bore down very heavily on the absolute necessity for Argentina
not repeat not to take the first offensive action. Galtieri said that he
had already stopped such actions three times in the last few days, but
indicated that he could not do so for much longer. He made a point,
as we all know, that the navy is hungry for action. He also said that

! Source: Reagan Library, Executive Secretariat, NSC Cable File, Falkland File
04/30/1982 (1). Secret; Flash; Nodis.

2 No record of this telephone conversation has been found.
% See Document 194.



the Argentines plan to resupply the Islands tomorrow (April 30) by
air escorted by military aircraft.

7. Galtieri seemed to me and to ARMA anxious to find a way out
within the very tight constraints in which he operates. He said again
that Argentina would not be the first one to fire and emphasized to
us that he has spent considerable political capital in preventing the
Argentine armed forces from going on the offensive. He closed the
conversation by promising to keep in close touch with me, particularly
on the idea of a unilateral withdrawal from the Malvinas. I think that
we may have gotten through to him and if we are able to offer him a
little time that we might be able to move forward.

Shlaudeman





