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the Argentines plan to resupply the Islands tomorrow (April 30) by

air escorted by military aircraft.

7. Galtieri seemed to me and to ARMA anxious to find a way out

within the very tight constraints in which he operates. He said again

that Argentina would not be the first one to fire and emphasized to

us that he has spent considerable political capital in preventing the

Argentine armed forces from going on the offensive. He closed the

conversation by promising to keep in close touch with me, particularly

on the idea of a unilateral withdrawal from the Malvinas. I think that

we may have gotten through to him and if we are able to offer him a

little time that we might be able to move forward.

Shlaudeman

194. Telegram From the Embassy in Argentina to the Department

of State

1

Buenos Aires, April 30, 1982, 1433Z

2658. Subject: Falklands Crisis: Galtieri’s Position. Ref: Buenos

Aires 2640.
2

1. S–Entire text.

2. I went back to see Galtieri this morning. He said he had thought

over my suggestion of a unilateral withdrawal and had discussed it

early this morning by telephone with the other two members of the

Junta. Their conclusion was that Argentina could not rpt not take such

a step unilaterally because it would appear to be ceding to U.S. pressure.

Galtieri made a point of showing me the headline in today’s “Convic-

cion,” which reads “Reagan opts for Mrs. Thatcher.” In response to

my question, he confirmed that this reflected the navy’s position.

3. Galtieri said he would be willing to announce withdrawal of

Argentine troops from the Malvinas if he could get something simul-

taneously from the other side. He did not know what that might be

but thought it would have to be a statement from London indicating

a British disposition to match his move.

1

Source: Reagan Library, Executive Secretariat, NSC Cable File, Falkland File

04/30/1982. Secret; Flash; Nodis.
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See Document 193.
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4. I said this appears unlikely but I would pass it on. Galtieri left

me in no doubt that he wants peace. He also left me in no doubt that

he is under extremely heavy pressure from the navy. I should note

that his naval aide in the Casa Rosada tried to prevent me from seeing

the President by refusing to pass on the call asking for an interview.

5. With respect to a possibility of intervention by General Meyer,

I think that would only be useful in the event we had something to

offer from the British side. In that case, it would be very useful indeed.

Shlaudeman

195. Minutes of a National Security Council Meeting

1

Washington, April 30, 1982, 9:35–10:30 a.m.

SUBJECT

South Atlantic Crisis

PARTICIPANTS

The President

JCS
State

General David C. JonesSecretary Alexander M. Haig, Jr.

Assistant Secretary Thomas O. Enders
White House

Mr. Edwin Meese III
OSD

Mr. Robert C. McFarlaneSecretary Caspar W. Weinberger

Mr. Richard G. DarmanDeputy Secretary Frank C. Carlucci

Admiral John M. Poindexter

CIA

NSCDeputy Director Bobby Ray Inman

Col. Michael O. Wheeler

OMB

Mr. Roger Fontaine

Dr. William Schneider, Jr.

Mr. James Rentschler

USUN

Ambassador Jeane Kirkpatrick

Minutes

Mr. McFarlane opened the meeting by observing that all parties to

the Falkland Islands dispute had reached a watershed. The United

States had solicited views from both sides and has made a proposal

1

Source: Reagan Library, Executive Secretariat, NSC Meeting File, NSC 00048

04/30/1982 [Falkland Islands]. Top Secret. The meeting took place in the Cabinet Room

at the White House. No drafting information appears on the minutes.
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