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MY TELNO 301: FALKLANDS: ARMS SALES

1. THE CAPE TINES THIS MORNING (1 MAY) CARRIES A REPORT FROM

NEW YORK THAT THE SOVIET UNION MAVE PROMISED ARGEWTINA ALL VHE
HELP IT NEEDS, AND THAT A DELEGATION OF SOVIET OFFICIALS YESTERDAY
MAD A MEETING WITH THE JUNTA IN BUENOS AIRES. THE REPORT ALSO SAYS
THAT THE CUBARS HAVE OFFERED MILITARY AND TECHNICAL A{D, AN OFFER
WHICH THE JUNTA HAVE NEITHER ACCEPTED NOR REJECTED,

. THE MOST EFFECTIVE ARGUMENT WE HAVE TO DISSUADE THE SOUTH AFRICARS
FROM SUPPLYING THE ARGENT I IANS WITH AMMUNITION OR OTHER DEFENCE
EQUIPMENT WOULD BE TWAT THE SOVIET UNION AND CUBA ARE ALSO DOING
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§0. 1 AM DUE TO RAKE MY INITIAL CALL ©§ PIK BOTHA ON WONDAY (3 MAY)
AND COULD MAKE GOOD USE OF THIS PRESS REPORT, 1T WOULD BE ALL THE
MORE TELLING IF | COULD SAY THAT WE VERE ABLE YO CONFIRM IT OR,
BETTER STILL, ADD TO IT. IF THIS IS POSSIBLE, GRATEFUL FOR TELEGRAM
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DESKBY 0310002 (SEE ALSO MY TELNO _:109). S

i
ﬂ
LTl 2y

3, THE SOUTH AFRICANS ¥ILL ALSO NO DOUBT BE (NFLUENCED BY THE
ANERICAN DECISION TO CUT OFF ALL MILITARY ASSISTANCE FOR ARGENTINA.
THIS 1S WOT AN ARGUNENT WHICH IV WOULD BE APPROPRIATE FOR ME TO
USE ¥ITH PIK BOTHA. BUT, -IF THE AMERICANS ARE AMARE OF, OR COULD
BE MADE AMARE OF, OUR SECRET INFORMATION, THEY RIGHT PERHAPS BE

PREPARED TO SPEAK YO THE SOUTH AFRICANS THEWSELVES,
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