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and State/PM (Mr. Ogden/Rm 7419/632-3882). These offices will be

the focal points for their organizations in tracking support requests

and preparing integrated lists, which will be handled on a close-hold,

need-to-know basis.
2

Any exceptions taken by these organizations to

specific requests should be immediately fowarded to Lt Col Walker.

—Services will notify the above points of contact when actions are

completed.

—By COB each day, OUSD/P will provide to me a summary of

requests received that day, noting any exceptions made and corre-

sponding policy recommendations.
3

Additionally, the daily report will

list completed actions and those still outstanding.

Frank Carlucci

2

Burt informed Eagleburger of the agreed arrangements in a May 3 memorandum,

adding: “The British will continue to make sensitive requests through the high-level

channels they have been using thus far.” (Department of State, Under Secretary of

State for Political Affairs, Miscellaneous Files, March 1981–February 1983, Lot 83D210,

Falklands [Folder 1])

3

See Document 241.

217. Telegram From the Embassy in Argentina to the Department

of State

1

Buenos Aires, May 4, 1982, 1916Z

2785. Subject: Sinking of the Belgrano: Alleged U.S. Role.

1. (C–Entire text.)

2. We continue to make no headway in our efforts to put at rest

the story that the U.S. provided satellite intelligence which permitted

the British to locate and sink the “Belgrano.” Army Chief of Staff

Vaquero sent me word this morning that the Argentines have “concrete

proof” that such was the case. Has Mallea Gil been briefed on this issue?

1

Source: Department of State, Central Foreign Policy File, D820233–0368. Confiden-

tial; Niact Immediate; Exdis. Attached to another copy of the telegram is a May 4

note from Poindexter to Howe that reads: “Anything you can do to stop discussion of

intelligence would be appreciated.” (Washington National Records Center, OSD Files,

FRC 330–84–0003, Argentina (Jan–15 May) 1982))
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3. Telam, the government wire service here, is carrying a story

quoting an unnamed informant in the Pentagon to the effect that the

U.S. has “at least one spy satellite” in the South Atlantic and that a

great part of the information which it obtains is transmitted to the

U.K.

4. Another of our problems is created by the NOAA satellite photo-

graphs of the weather over the Falklands which are appearing in the

local press. The distinction between weather satellites and those used

to obtain military information is not one likely to be grasped very

easily by the Argentine public.

5. The press here has also picked up a purported statement by

Secretary Weinberger that we would provide the U.K. with every kind

of support, including logistical, material and information. This last is

taken as confirmation of the allegation.

Shlaudeman

218. Memorandum From James M. Rentschler, Dennis C. Blair,

and Roger W. Fontaine of the National Security Council

Staff to the President’s Assistant for National Security

Affairs (Clark)

1

Washington, May 4, 1982

SUBJECT

The Falkland Islands: What Now?

Situation

The sinking of the Belgrano brings the South Atlantic conflict to

an alarmingly new and perhaps desperate stage, one which throws

into sharper relief the negative strategic factors which the U.S. will

increasingly confront as the hostilities persist. We are in a situation

where only an act of sanity may now save not only the belligerents

from further loss, but larger U.S. strategic interests as well.

1

Source: Reagan Library, Executive Secretariat, NSC Country File, Latin America/

Central, Argentina (04/28/1982–05/04/1982). No classification marking. Sent for action.

A stamped notation at the top of the memorandum indicates that Clark saw it.
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