219. Message From British Prime Minister Thatcher to
President Reagan'

London, May 4, 1982, 2036Z

Dear Ron,

Francis Pym has told me about the very useful talks he had with
Al Haig about the Falkland Islands during his visit to Washington on
Sunday.? We are all tremendously heartened by the way you have
come out in our support.

As I see it, the main lines of our strategy remain fully appropriate
in this new stage of the crisis. We should continue to build up the
diplomatic, military and economic pressure on Argentina to put an
end to its unlawful military occupation and, thereafter, to negotiate
with us in good faith about the long term future of the islands.

On the diplomatic front, I can assure you that we remain committed
to the search for a negotiated solution which accords with the principles
which our two countries have defended for so long. We are looking
urgently today at Al Haig’s latest ideas.

In the military field, let me emphasise how much we appreciate
your generous offer of material support for our forces. This will be of
the greatest value to us, and our people will be in touch with yours
to follow up in detail Francis Pym’s more general discussions with Al
Haig and Cap Weinberger.?

I am sure that, without effective military pressure, the Argentine
leaders will not be brought to implement Security Council Resolution
502. But, with so many young lives at risk—British and Argentine—I
feel that we must make a supreme effort to prevent a major military
clash. That is why I attach so much importance also to the economic
pressure which we and other friendly countries are bringing to bear.

The measures you have announced, suspending supplies of mili-
tary equipment and denying new export credit guarantees, will show
the Argentines that you are in earnest.* I hope that the measures on
military supplies will enable your people to prevent the export of any
equipment which might be used for military purposes. I would like to

1 Source: Department of State, Executive Secretariat, S/S Special Handling Restric-
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urge you also to go further and to impose a complete ban on imports
to the United States from Argentina.

I have no doubt that this would greatly strengthen the pressures
on Argentina to agree to a peaceful solution. Your own action would
not only be of great value in itself, but would encourage our Commu-
nity and Commonwealth partners to maintain their own bans and
induce others—in particular the Japanese—to follow suit. Whatever
the difficulties, I feel sure that it is in our economic as well as our
political interests to resolve this conflict as quickly as possible; and the
early announcement of U.S. measures against imports will have more
impact than a more gradual building up of economic pressure. Francis
Pym will be seeing his European colleagues over this weekend, and it
would be a great help to us if he could tell them that this is a step
which you intend to take.

Finally, let me thank you once again for your splendid support. It
will make all the difference.

With warmest regards

Margaret





