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MYTELNO 16481 REPATRIATION OF POWS

OUR REQUEST FOR A US CIVILIAN AIRCRAFT HAS BEEN CONSIDERED AT.
HIGH LEVEL IN THE STATE DEPARTMENT AND (N CONSULTATIONS BETWEEN"
STATE DEPARTMENT AND THE PEKTAGON.

)T 1S CLEAR FROM A NUMBER OF CONVERSATIONS WHICH WE HAVE HAD
WITH STATE DEPARTMENT THAT, DESPITE THE POTENTIAL ADVANTAGES TO
THEM OF HELPING TO REPATRIATE THE POWS (MENDING FENCES IN LATIN
AMERICA ETC) THEY ARE RELUCTAHT TO GET INVOLVED IN HANDLING PRISONERS
OF WAR AND CLEARLY FEAR THAT TO_DO SO COULD BE nzsuno&asroon IN
LATIN AMERICA AS AN UNHELPFUL US IHTERVEﬁTrou.

o, THE AMERICANS DO NOT WANT T0 GIVE US AR OUTﬁisHT TNO' Ann, VERE

¥E TO SAY THAT WE ATTACHED THE UTMOST POLITICAL {MPORTANCE TO :
THEIR SUPPLYING AN AIRCRAFT, THEY MIGHT, RELYCTANTLY, AGREE TO DO SO,
BUT, SINCE WE HAVE AN ALTERNATIVE, WE DOUBT IF IT IS IN THE U, x.
JNTEREST TO PRESS THE AMERICANS ON THIS {SSUE, THERE HAVE BEEN’ ANB

- HO DOUET WILL BE, MANY OTHER INSTANCES WHERE THEIR HELP 1S 2

- ESSENTIAL AND IT 1S BETTER TO AVOID us;us up CRED!T uuLass 3 HAVE
T0. -
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3 WE HAVE JUST  SEEN YOUR TELNO 153 T kuit v mE T |s
CLEARLY PRIMARILY AN ISSUE FOR US, THE AMERICARS WOULD HAVE WO
DIFFICULTIES ABOUT ACCESS TO ASCEHSlON BY A DUTCH CHARTER AIRCRAFT.-
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by IN’ ALL THE CiRCUHSTAHCES, 17 SEEHS BEST OﬂLY*TO REVERT TO THE
POSS!B!L!TY OF AHERICAH BELP SF 0TH€B OPTIONSvPROYE ﬁﬂFEAS!BLi.,Z




