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_g_ -~ In exchange for French support over the Falllands, uj.ll the French
- that Britain gives up its opposition to the curwent Duropean budget 7

TTSTE - I find it almost indecent to thinkz there could be a linl between the
T_r. one case — talking to an Englishmen, -I'm sorry to use strong woxds — itv's
an accounting exercise of a2 very linited size. In "c;c other case, the former one,
it!'s 2 question of principle. There was an aggression by the Argentinians, there
was a Gecision by the Security Council, Britain defends ‘that decision, Britain
defernds international law, we support it, It's nothing to do{, nothing to do, with
accounting exercises or disputes we may have elsevhere,

~ If there's no settlement of the. I‘alJ.am c;.i“i" by the-time the
existin aﬂ'reement on sanctions runs out, :111 France be prepared 1o support the
con..ma.a‘tlon of sanctions ?

TEE LGISTER = I will not consider the hypdthesis'that there be no settlement., All
the effortc of your Government - they have been stated ahd we sece the facts - mean
that there should be a settlement before, . Anyway there 1ill be -new development
before, Suppose there is no settlement, and I hate this idea, you can't mag:.ne
that things will have stood vhere they are, So we shall see at the end of the week
Bat our solidarity has been clear, zbruptly stated from the very first minute. Ve
had to speak first because we were on the Security Council, we think we have sone
authority out there, and we used i%, as you lmow, from the very first coment, even
before the Commmmnity could consiéer it.

Q. - Did it surprise you that the fighting has escalated to the level it
has ?

TEE ILTISTER -~ llot so much, It's a difficult answer to give, because it will not
~ige me if it did escalate again. I wonder vhether the members of the Junta are
in a position now to malte any decision.

Q. - You mean that they're locked into what they have started doing and
there is no means, no mechanisa for them to retreat ?

TER MLIISTER - Totalitarian régimes have their... logics.
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0. — Is there a linit to the escalation beyornd which France would not

. e
find it poss sible to continue supporting Britzin ?

TER IOIISTER = I cannot answer that gquestion, I thin that as long as resolution
502 has not been implemented, we are behind Br:.'b;.::_n, ve are behind those vho sup-
port that resolution. If tomorrow Britain, in a fit of I can't iragine vhat,
contrary to its history, to its tradition, were goa.m_—, into extraordinary other vent-
ures, then of course we would not support it. But I can't imagine that,.
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because many covntries have sold arms to the Axgeniines. B'U.u ha
you think again about the wisdom of supplying ams to dictatorial x Sgimes ?

~ ) - o
1!n thinlsing that it vas a
ic 30
i

1 made

PHE JIIISTER - Yes, It could have been, as you said, an Inglish manufactured

missile or an Inglish trained crew, I read in the press that an frgentinian destroyer
had been on training in Britain not long ago. So .the question is not directly

related to the Falldlands but to armements policy. Ao 1o_a<_, as there is no disarm-
zment, we fzel we shall be present on this marlket, I{ we had not provided this
nissile to Argentina, someone else would have provided it. llow you may say tie
French equipment is better than others! But still the missile vould have been dro-
vided by someones.

Q. — So you're looking at it really from purely commercial considerations :

Mhat there!s a market there, and that TFrench manmufacturers cghould be in it?

THE, IIOTISTSR - There is that, there is the problem of employizent at home, and
finally the problen of our independence in military terms. Independence means that
we must keep abreast with the most powerful in terms of modernization of our pro-
duction, And this we cannot do on the sole basis of our m::rl;et.

Q. — President Mitterrand said last weelk that Irence reserved the posi-
tion to bring its influence to bear vhen the time was right, hinting, it seemed to
me, at a possible Buropean initiative, Is the time approaching vhen something lile
that might be done ? i

THE MINISTER -~ Ask London, Ve stand with London, it!s London that will say vhen
and how fnends, brothers, can be helpful, -, - : '

Qo= But France is not cons:.derme, do:.nb mvt;unb oi‘i‘ :L'ts own bat, vith-
out previous consultation with London 7 '

TEE MIMISTER - Ve'lre no maste:cs of peace, of 'Eell:!_nc lﬁeople hov they should behave./.




