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Dear dda,

President Figueiredo of Brazil has sent a message to
the Prime Minister expressing Sympathy for the casualties
resulting from the attack on HMS Sheffield. We know that
President Figueiredo has also sent a message to the Argentine
Government Tollowing the sinking of the Belgrano. But it
will nonetheless be helpful to send a fairly full reply to
President Figueiredo, which would provide an opportunity to
set out the positive efforts which we are making to secure
a peacful solution to the present crisis. Although the
position of the Brazilian Government inevitably tilts towards
Argentina, it has sought throughout the crisis to maintain a
reasonable balance and Brazil's influence on Argentina could
vet be valuable. We therefore need to ensure that our relations
with the Brazilian Government are kept in as good order as
possible,
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,*’#’ﬂ;-zzzzose a draft telegram to our Embassy in Brazilia
which contains a message from the Prime Minister to President
Figueiredo.
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Private Secretary

A J Coles Esq
10 Downing Street
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MY TELNO 100: MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT FIGUEIREDO

1‘|EyFLEASE CONVEY THE FOLLOWING REPLY FROM THE PRIME MINISTER TO
PRESIDENT FIGUEIREDO.%‘SIH‘

| #2 I am most grateful to Your Excellency for your thoughtful

message of sympathy on the casualties resulting from the attack
on HMS Sheffield.

® The tragic loss of Life which has occurred on both sides
makes it all the more urgent to find a basis for ending the
present conflict in the South Atlantic. This has throughout
been our objective; and it has therefore been extremely '

disheartening that the Argentine Government have rejected both he |

proposals put forward earlier by Mr Haig and the subsequent

proposals for an interim agreement based on the helpful initia-

tive of the President of Peru. We are now actively pursuing with
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| the Secretary-General of the United Nations the constructive p
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suggestions which he has made. The British Government's
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positive response reflects our wish to see an early ceasefire

linked to the prompt withdrawal of Argentine forces as called for
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in Security Council Resolution Number 502. It is our hope that

the Argentine Government will respond equally positively to the

Secretary-General, so that conflict can end, forces can be

withdrawn, and genuine negotiations to resolve the Falklands
issue casn get under way. B ¢ -Ha_a’ do wit Jo MJPMDI; oy
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3. Your Excel eng; may be assured that we for our part will
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spare no effort to achieve a peaceful negotiated solution to the
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present dispute.
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With the assurances of my highest consideration
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Margaret Thatcher
Ends.

4. If you have not already done so, please hand over the text
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of my statement to the House on 7 May (my telno 362) when
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delivering the Prime Minister's reply.
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