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Mrs. Thatcher: I very much enjoyed seeing George Shultz.
7

The President: Oh, that’s fine. Good.

Mrs. Thatcher: It’s good to say that I think you’re absolutely right

to try to reduce the deficit by getting expenditure down.

The President: Yeah, we think we’re gonna succeed in that.

Mrs. Thatcher: I think you’re going to succeed. All right, Ron, look

forward to seeing you soon.

The President: O.K., good luck.

Mrs. Thatcher: Good bye.

The President: Bye.

7

Traveling as a Presidential envoy, Shultz met with Thatcher at Chequers on May

9, where the two discussed the upcoming Economic Summit at Versailles and NATO

issues. According to a memorandum of conversation, based upon a telephoned report

to Eagleburger, they also discussed the Falklands/Malvinas issue, with Shultz reporting

that Thatcher was “clearly not overwhelmed by the Falklands” and that she “went out

of her way to say some very nice words about Secretary Haig for his efforts to help

resolve the Falklands problem.” (Department of State, Executive Secretariat, S/S Special

Handling Restrictions Memos 1979–1983, Lot 96D262, ES Sensitive May 6–18 1982)

258. Telegram From Secretary of State Haig to the Department of

State

1

Ankara, May 13, 1982, 2144Z

Secto 7018. Subject: Message From the British on Falklands.

1. The Secretary received today, May 13, 1982, the following mes-

sage from the British Secretary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth

Affairs. Quote (classified Confidential) (title) Falklands: E.C. Import

Embargo. The British Government welcome Mr. Haig’s offer to put

further pressure on Europeans, and would be grateful for anything

further he can do to encourage our EC partners to renew the embargo.
2

The situation is on a knife-edge in a number of capitals. Although most

would probably join a consensus if all others favor renewal, there is a

1

Source: Reagan Library, Executive Secretariat, NSC Cable File, Falkland File

05/13/1982. Confidential; Immediate; Nodis. Haig was in Ankara May 13–15 for meetings

with Turkish officials before traveling to Luxembourg for the NATO Ministerial Meeting

May 16–18.

2

See footnote 2, Document 98.
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danger of a domino effect if a significant minority comes out against

renewal. American influence could be particularly useful with the Ital-

ians (although here is the socialists who are chiefly causing problems)

and with the Irish (where Mr. Haig will appreciate that our own influ-

ence is extremely limited). The Danes are also a problem, but chiefly

because of hang-ups over type of Community instrument to be used.

The Belgians and Luxembourgers are firm, and we are reasonably

confident of the French, Dutch and Greeks. However, there will seem

to be some doubts in Bonn and anything Mr. Haig can do to stiffen

Germans would also be helpful. End quote.
3

Haig

3

The EC, meeting after the NAC meeting, renewed the embargo on May 17. See

Documents 268–270.

259. Telegram From the Department of State to Secretary of State

Haig in Ankara

1

Washington, May 14, 1982, 0247Z

Tosec 70052/130920. For the Secretary from Acting Secy. Subject:

Meeting With Henderson.

1. Nicho came in this afternoon
2

to brief me on where things stand.

Basically he confirms that it is clear the two parties are far apart on a

number of key issues despite the fact that the Argentines did make an

important move on sovereignty two days ago.
3

2. The specific issues which remain undecided are what happens

if there is no agreement by December 31st, the Argentine insistence on

free transit from the mainland, the Argentine inclusion of South Georgia

and Sandwich Islands, and the formula for consulting the Islanders.

On this last point he said Perez has come up with a formula which

1

Source: Reagan Library, Executive Secretariat, NSC Country File, Europe and

Soviet Union, United Kingdom (04/01/1982–07/31/1982) (4). Secret; Immediate; Nodis.

Printed from a copy that was received in the White House Situation Room.

2

May 13.

3

See footnote 3, Document 246.
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