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MY TELEGRAM NUMBER 274 1 FALKLANDS AND GIBRALTAR

1., THE SPZNISH FOREIGN MINISTER SUMMGNED ME THIS MORNING
FOR A LOUG TALY. | AYM HOT TELEGRAPHING A FULL ACCOUNT
EECAUSE OF PRESSURE CN COMMUHICATICHS. HIS PURPOSE WAS TO
SIGNAL THAT WHATEVER IMPERFECTIONS WE MIGHT FIND (H THE

SPANI 3H GOVERNMENT’S CURRENT PUBLIC POSITION MUST BE SET AGAINST
STRONG PRESSURES, WHICH HE HAD PERSONALLY RESISTEDR, FOR GPAIN
TO COME DOWN ON THE ARGENTIHE SIDE. (H1S LACK CF REFERENCE

TO HIS PRESENT PRIME MINISTER COULD BE SIGHIFICANT), THESE
PRESSURES EXISTED EVEN WITHIN THE GOVERNING PARTY |TSELF,
PARTICULARLY FROM SUAREZ. | NATURALLY EMPHASISED STRINGLY
OUR OWil POSITION, I1HCLUDING THE GREAT DAINGER CF ALLOWING THE
QUESTICN OF GIBRALTAR TO BECOME ENTAMGLED IN THE FALKLANDS
CRISIS. PEREZ LLORCA READILY AGREED WITH THiS LAST POINT.

HE EMPHASIUED HIS DESIRE TO MAINTAIN OPEN THE LIHES OF
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COMMUNIT CATION WITH US. HE WANTED TO SEE YOU SOOH.
- SHCULD GO TO HIM DIRECT ABOUT ANY PROBLEMS,

2. OTHER POINTS MADE BY THE MINISTER WERE AS FOLLOWS:

A)  THE SPANISH GOVERNMENT HAD DECIDED YESTERDAY AT CAB|NET

LEVEKL TO DENY ARMS NOT ONLY TO ARGENTINA BUT ALSO TO

COUNTRIES SUCH AS PERU, PANAMA AND VENEZUELA WHICH MIGHT

FORWARD EQUIPMENT TO ARGENTINAS | it

B)  THE CABINET HAD ALSO DISCUSSED THE POSSIBLE '|

ON BRITISH TOURISM WHICH WAS SO IMPORTANT FOR SPAIN. AT

PRESENT THEY THOUGHT THERE WAS NO PROBLEM. BUT WE SHOULD

GO STRAIGHT TO TTHE FOREIGN MINISTRY AT HIGHLEVEL IF

WE LEARNED OF ANY HARRASSMENT: .

C) PEREZ LLORCA EXPRESSED CONCERN ABOUT POSSIBLE BRITISH

NON-PARTICIPATION IN THE WORLD CUP. | SAID WE HAD CONVEYED
NO GOVERNMENTAL VIEW SO FAR TO OUR TEAMS:

D)  HE CONTINUED TO PLAN FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE L SBON
AGREEMENT ON 25 JUNE, IN THE HOPE THAT BY THEN THE FALKLANDS
SITUATION WOULD HAVE BEEN CLARIFIED. ° THERE WOULD OF COURSE
BE WEW POLITICAL PRESSURES ON BOTH SIDES. NEVERTHELESS HE
WOULD START WITH YOU FROM THE SAME POINT WHERE HE HAD LEFT OFF W|TH

YCUR PREDECESSOR. HE DID NOT DISSENT
FROM MY PERSONAL COMMENT THAT BOTH MINISTERS MIGHT NOW HAVE
TO CONSIDER WHETHER A SUBSTANTIVE JOINT STATENENT AFTER SINTRA
WAS STILL NEGOTIABLE, OR WHETHER THE AIM MIGHT NOW HAVE TO EE
SOMETHING LESS AMBITIOUS (PARA 3 OF YOUR TELEGRAM NUMBER 149):
E) AS AN EARNEST OF GOODWILL, HE HAD INSTRUCTED THAT AN
AFFI RMATIVE ANSWER SHOULD BE GIVEN To THE TECHN|CAL REQUEST
FROM GIBRALTAR ABOUT IMPROVEMENT OF TELEPHONE COMMUN | CATIONS.
3. I THINK THIS WAS A GENUINE ATTEMPT TO MAINTAIN THE
DIALOGUE WITH US AND THUS STRENGTHEN THE MINISTER*S OWN
POSITION WITHIN THE GOVERMMENT. IT WILL ALSO ENABLE PEREZ
LLORCA TO SAY PUBLICLY KEXT WEEK » |F THE NEED ARISES , THAT
HE HAS AGAIN URGED MODERATION ON THE PARTIES COMCERNED.
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