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' TELEGiRAM NUMBER 1773 OF 1L »dy
INFO IMMEDIATE UKMIS NEW YORK
FALKLANDS: GENERAL WALTERS’ VISIT TO BHENOS AIRES.

1, GENERAL WALTERS PHOKED ME OM HIS RETURN FROM BUENOS A|RES

TO APOLOGIES FOR HIS UNHELPFUL REMARKS ABOUT BRITISH AND
 ARGENTINE POLICY ON THE FALKLANDS (MY TELNO 1729). HE WAS

k GREAT ADMIRER OF THE PRIME MINISTER, AND WAS DEEPLY DISTRESSED

THAT HIS REMARKS SHOULD HMAVE CAUSED OFFENCE |N LONDON

2. WALTERS WENT ON TO OUTLINE HIS VISIT TO BUENOS AIRES,

THE MAIN PURPOSE OF WHICH ME CLAIMED WAS TO LIMIT THE DAMAGE

TO AMERICAN RELATIONS WITH LATIN AMERICA WHICH HAD BEEN BROUGHKT
ABOUT BY US SUPPORT FOR THE UK, HE HAD FOUND THE ARGENTINE
JUNTA THE MOST DIFFICULT PEOPLE HAD HAD HAD TO DEAL HITH SINCE .
HiS ENCOUNTERS MANY YEARS AGD WITH MOSSADE,

3. EAGLEBURGER SUBSEQUENTLY GAVE THME MINISTER AN ACCOUNT OF THE
VISIT, BASED ON WALTERS’ REPORTING CABLES, WALTERS HAD BEEN
EFFUSIVELY GREETED BY GALTIER!, WHO HAD TAHNKED HIM FOR

COMING SO FAR. HE AGREED WITH THE AMERICAN DESIRE FOR AN
HONOURABLE SETTLEMENT TO A WAR BETWEEN TWO FRIENDS OF THE US,
4,  GALTIER! TOLD WALTERS THAT RECENT US STATEMENTS, PARTICULARLY
BY WEINBERGER, WAD RAISED STRONG ANTI-AMERICAN FEELINGS IN
BUENOS AIRES, HE CLAIMED YO UNDERSTAND THE REASONS FOR US
BACKING OF THE UK, BUT HE FELT THAT THE AMERICANS COULD HAVE
ADOPTED A LESS PARTIAL COURSE, WALTERS REMINDED HIM THAT

HA|G HAD WARNED THE ARGENTINIANS SEVERAL TIMES THAT THE US

WOULD HAVE TO SUPPORT BRITAIN IF ARGENTIKA REFUSED TO NEGOTIATE
SEROUSLY, |

5, WALTERS DPISCUSSED 1K DETAIL WHAT YE FELT WERE THE TuD MAIXN
ROEL" S I THE F3ESENT MEGOTIATIONS, IE PREJUDGEMENT OF

SoV eNlY ARD TuE QU i OF Sc | F=DETERMINATION AND THE
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S IN THE FIESBENT MEEOTIATIONS, IE PREJYDGEMELT OF.
NTY AKT THE QUESTICH OF SELF=-DETERMINATION AND T;w""
AT10N OF THE ISLANDERS Ik THE INTERIM ADMINISTRATION,
AL ASKED WHAT GUARANTEES THERE WAS THAT ASGEATINA
JDLLD EVENTUALLY HAVE SOVERIGNTY OVER THE |SLAKDS AND THAT
"THE BRITISK WOULD SIMPLY NOT SPIN OUT NEGOTIATIONS
INDEFINITELY: HE HAD TO HAVE SOMETHING TO AREASSURE THE
ARGENTINE PUBRLIC ON THIS, WALTERS HAD REPLIED THAT ALTHOUGH
HE COULD GIVE NO PROMIS AS TO THE OUTCOME OF NEGOTIATIONS
DURING THRE INTERIM PERIOD, THUE EX|STENCE OF A CONTACT GROUP
OF THIRD PARTIES (SIC) WOULD QUOTE HELP THINGS ALONG UKQUOTE,
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6. WITH REGARD TO ARGENTINE RELATIONS WITH THE SOVIET UNION,
WALTERS CLAIMED THAT THE ONLY WINNER OF WAR BETWEEN ARGENTINA
AKD THE UK WOULD BE THE USSR. GALTIER! REPLIED THAT IF

BRITAIN ASSAULTED THE FALKLANDS, ARGENTINA WOULD SEEK HELP FROM
THOSE FRIENDS WHO HAD OFFERED 1T, EXCEPT THE SOVIETS, THE

ARGENTINIANS HAD ALREADY LOST NEARLY 48¢ MEN: THEY WERE PREPARED
TO LOSE L4g,g8¢ |F NECESSARY,

7« ON MILITARY MATTERS, ALL THE MEMBERS OF THE JUNTA

(W40 WALTERS SAW SEPARATELY) ACCUSED THE US OF HAVING

PROVIDED THE ROYAL NAVY WITH INTELLIGENCE ON ARGENTINE

SHIP POSITIONS, ADMIRAL ARAYA CLAIMED THAT ARGENTINE VESSELS

HAD OR FIVE OCCASIONS BEEN LOCATED OUTSIDE THE RANGE OF -

~ BRITISH RADAR AND THAT ALL THE EVIDENCE POINTED TOWARDS.US
ASSISTANCE WALTERS HAD DERJED TH!S, THE BRIT|SH

* HAD ADEQUATE DETECTION CAPABILITIES OF THEIR OWN {HE TOLD ME THAT

HE REMINDED THE ARGENTINIANS THAT THEY HAD TAKEN ON A GREAT POWER),.

8, AT A SECOND MEETING WITH GALTIER!, WALTERS GAINED

THE IMPRESSION THAT THE JUNTA (WHICH HE THOUGHMT SEEMED COMPLETELY
UNITED) YERE FLEXIBLE ON PREDETERMINATION ON SOVERIGNTY (ALTHOUGH
THEY STILL INSISTED ON A FIRM CUT-OFF DATE) AND EVEN ON

THE CONTIRUATION OF SOME FORM OF LOCAL ADMINISTRATION

DURING THE INTERIM PERIOD, HOWEVER GALTIER| WAS UNYIELDING ON
ACCESS TO THE ISLANDS FOR ARGENTINE NATJONALS. WALTERS HAT
ENMTSRASIZED THE DIFFICULTIES #wHICH THE US WOULD HAVE Si THIS
POINT, HO MENTICH WAS MACE OF TWL DECENDELCIES, BUT UALTERS
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AT A SECOND MEETING WITH CGALTIERI, WALTERS GAIKED -
THE [#PRESSICK THAT TZ JumTA (WHICH HE THOUGHT SEEMED CCMPLETELY
UNITED) WERE FLEXIELE On PREDETERMINATION ON SOVERIGRTY (ALTHOUGH
THEY STILL INSISTED CN A FIRM CUT—OFF DATE) AND EVEN ON
THE CONTINUATION OF SOME FOR OF LOCAL ADMINISTRATION :
DURING THE INTERIM PERIOD, HOWEVER GALTIER| WAS UNYIELDING ON
ACCESS TO THE {SLANDS FOR ARGENTINE NATIONALS, WALTERS HAD
tMPHASIZED THE DIFFICULTIES WHICH THE US WOULD HAVE ON THIS
POINT, NO MENT|ON WAS MADE OF THE DEPENDEHCIES, BUT WALTERS

THOUGHT THE JUNTA WOULD PROBABLY ACCEPT THAT THEY SHOULD BE
HANDLED SEPARATELY,

9, BGALTIERI HAD ALSO PROPOSED THAT THt DISPUTE SHOULD

BE RESOLVED BY MEANS OF A SUMMIT MEETING HELD UNDER THE
AUSPICES OF THE UN SECRETARY.GENERAL AND COMPRISING HIMSELF,
MRS THATCHER AND PRESIDENT REAGAN,

16, WALTERS FINALLY EMPHASIZED THE NEED TO ENSURE THE SAFETY OF

US CITIZENS IN ARGENTINA: HE WAS TOLD THAT ARGENTINA

WAS NOT IRAN AND THAT AMERICANS HAD NOTHING TO FEAR

(PROVIDED THEY TOOK .A LOW PROFILE), GALTIER! REPEATED THAT AMERICAK
SUPPORT FOR THE UK WAS DEEPLY RESENTED, BUT WALTERS WAS ENCOURAGED
THAT THE ARGENTINES SEEMED ANXIOUS TQ MEND FENCES,
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