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digposal when las > matter was debated, it would be intolerab

of Commons had so litile exact evidence at its

if the move were made from the diplomatic field to full-scale
military operations without the House having the chance to judge
for itself what was the nature of the diplomatic settlement
available, JIndeed, such a development would be even more
intolerable if the eventual proposed peace terms were to be
presented to both parties as a reasonable fulfilment of
Resolution 502 by the United Nations Secretary General., Ve

in the Labour Perty have insisted from the start on United
Nations involvement. We will not in any circumstances depart

from that insistence. It is indispenseble in Britain's own interest.

So I must meke my request once again. Throughout
the whole of this crisis the Labour Party has given the
fullest support to the demand that Resolution 502 of the Security
Council should be fulfilled. But the judgement about the way in
which such a national commitment should be carried forward cannov
be left to the Cabinet, less still to some inner Cabinet, and less
still again to some raucous group of Conservative backbenchers.
I+ should be made, and must be made, by the House of Commons as

a whole.




The time for such deliberations could surely be made
available Such an arrangenment might invelve an undertaking
on your part thet there would be no escalation of the conflict
for, say, a further %6 or 48 hours after the negotations had
come to an end this need not be a disadvantage for the taskforce.
State for Defence has already made it
the taskforce ships are better able to

n are the Argentinians on the Falkland Islands.

i tutional ¢laim that the Cabinet should take
the decision in the manner you have previously described is not so
plausible as you claim, On previous occasions in recent times
when Britain has taken decision to embark on full~scale military
operations -~ say, in 1939 or in 1951, in the Korean dispute - the
canse of the rupture in diplomatic ezchanges was clear beyond doubt
or dispute, Members of the House of Commons had no wish to demand
further information. This is not the case now. When the
appropriate time comes, before eny major military escalation, we
in the Labour Party wish to debate the terms available, and I ask

now for an absolute assurance that this opportunity will be afforded

I must underline to you how strongly I hold this view.
This is vhy I write in this formal manner. The lives of many
people may be at stake, British lives, Argentine lives, the lives

of the Falklanders themselves. The British House of Commons has

the right and the duty to judge such matters on behalf of the

nation.
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