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MY TELNO 245 AND YOUR TELNOS 121 AND 122 TO BRASILIA: LIEUTENANT-
COMMANDER ASTIZ :

1. HEAD OF CHANCERY CALLED ON PASQUIER, DELEGATE-CENERAL FOR LATIN
AMERICA AT ICRC ON 17 MAY TO CONFIRM MESSAGES LEFT WITH ICRC DUTY
OFFICER OVER THE WEEKEND, ¥y A

2, PASQUIER SAID THAT ICRC WERE GRATEFUL TO BE KEPT INFORMED OF
OUR THINKING., HE COULD HOWEVER SEE MEO) WAY IN WHICH THE ICRC
COULD JOIN IN CARRYING OUT AN INTERROGATION AS°SUGGESTED IN YOUR
TELNO 121 TO BRASILIA. ASTIZ HAD BEEN TAKEN PRISO%ER IN AN ARMED
CONFLICT, A SITUATION dE%EﬁED BY THE GENEVA CONVENTION AND WAS
THEREFORE A PROTECTED PEKSCON, THE ICRC WERE NOT COMPETENT TO TAKE
HIS PAST INTO ACCCUNT. ‘ S

3. PASQUIER POINTED OUT THAT OUR ACTION IN DECIDING TO HOLD ASTIZ
BACK AND SEND ON THE OTHER POWS WiTHOUT HIM MAD CAUSED THE 1CRC
CONTINUING DIFFICULTY WiTH THE ARGENTINES. THEY HAD BEEN ABLE T0
PROCEED WITH THE REPATRIATION OF THE “OTHERS ONLY AFTER CONFIRMING
THAT THE REST WOULD NOT CARRY OUT A PROTEST DEMONSTRATION.

L, HEAD OF CHANCERY RAISED THE REFERENCE IN ARTICLE 119 OF THE
THIRD GENEVA CONVENTION TO DETAINING PRISONERS OF WAR SUBJECT T0
JUDICHAL PROCESS OR PUNISHMENT FOR AN "?INDICTABLE OFFENCE®?,
PASQUIER SAID THIS WAS INTENDED TO APPLY TO PRISONERS WANTED IN

THE .DETAINING STATE FOR OFFENCES COMMITTED BEFORE HOSTILITIES BROKE
OUT, OR TO WAR CRIMES, |CRC. WERE STUDYING THE LEGAL BACKGROUND,

5. PASQUIER SA!D THAT THE ARGENTINE PERMANENT REPRESENTATIVE
CALLED AT ICRC THIS VMORNING, AS FORECAST IN MY TUR, TO PROTEST
ABOUT OUR DECISION HOT(NOT) TO RELEASE ASTIZ WiTH THE REST, AND
PO{NTED OUT THAT URLESS WE DTD RELEASE HIM FATRLY PROMPTLY THE
SRGENTINIANS MIGHT WELL RECIPROCATE BY HOLDING ON TO ONE OR MORE
SRITISH PRISONERS LATER ON A SIMILAR BASIS. THE IGRC HAD IT (N
MIND O ASK US FOR ACCESS TO ASTIZ FALELY SOON, TO CONFIRM THAT HIS
HEALTH AND CONDLLIONS OF DETENTION WERE SATISFACTORY, 1T WOULD BE
USEFLL TO DO THIS TO SET A PRECEDENT 50 THAT THEY COULD DO THE
SAME FOR OUR PRISONER THE NEED AROSE. MEANWHILE, HE WOULD BE
GLAD TO KHOW ABO
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