


Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWI1A 2AH

19 May, 1982
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Thank you for sending me a copy of a telegram to the yrh—
Prime Minister from the Chairman of the British Community

Council in Argentina, proposing the evacuation of children
from the Falkland Islands to Argentina.

I enclose a draft reply from the Prime Minister to
Mr Murchison. This, like earlier messages to him, should be
telegraphed to the British Interests Section in Buenos Aires
for them to pass on. Mr Pym has not yet seen the draft. I
will pass on any comments he may have as soon as possible.
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Private Secretary

(J E Holwes)

A J Coles Esq
Private Secretary
10 Downing Street
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9| Please pass following to G T Murchison, Chairman, British
10 | Community Council in the Argentine Republic, from the Prime
11 | Minister in answer to Murchison's Telex of 17 May.
12 'Thank you for your telegram about the children who
13 remain on the Falkland Islands. 1 appreciate your
14 anxiety for their safety.
15 'The children can best be safeguarded by the early
16 withdrawal of the Argentine occupying forces from the
17 Islands, as required by the Resolution 502 of the Security
18 Council. We have given the Argentine government every
19 opportunity to withdraw peacefully. Moreover Tt 1S5 not
20 possible for me to say whether your proposal would be
21 acceptable to the Falkland Islanders. They may not of
22 course wish their children to be evacuated from the
23 Falkland Islands. And if they did, they might well not
24 wish them to go to Argentina.
25 'In these circumstances any sounding of the opinion
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of the Islanders could best be undertaken by representatives

of the International Committee of the Red Cross.

Unfortunately the Argentine authorities have not permitted
representatives of the Committee to travel to the Islands.
We regret this.

'You may be sure we shall do all in our power to
protect the safety and well-being of all the Falkland
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Islanders. But I must repeat that the best guarantee of
their safety would be immediate Argentine withdrawal as
demanded by the international community through the
Security Council'.
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