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(FM BERNE 212515Z)

M BRITISH INTEREST SECTION BUENGS AIRES
To IMMEDIATE FCO
TELNO 118 OF 21 MAY

REQUEST FOR TELEVISION INTERVIEW WITH PRIME MINISTER

1) DANIEL MENDOZA, WELLKNOWN TELEVISION INTERVIEWER FROM CHANNEL
13, THE MOST INDEPENDENT OF THE FOUR BUENOS AIRES TELEVISICH
NETWORKS, WHO RECENTLY INTERVIEWED SIR ANTHCONY PARSONS AT THE UM,
CALLED 0N ME THIS MORNING THE REQUEST AN EARLY OPPCRTUNITY T0O
INTERVIEW THE PRIME MINISTER FOR H)S PROGRAMME, HE SAID HE
UNDERSTCCD THE BBC MAD REQUESTED AN INTERVIEW WITH GALTIERI
THOUGH HE DID NOT KNOW THE RESULT, HE BELIEVED |T WCULD BE HELP-=
FUL FOR THE ARGENTINE TELEVISION AUDIENCE TO MAVE THE OPPORTUNITY
OF SEE|NG THE PRIME MINISTER IN A QUESTION AND ANSWER INTERVIEY.
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2) CHANMEL 13 CAMERAS HAD FILMED HIS ARRIVAL AT THE INTERESTS
OFFICE AND , IF THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT AGREED HE PROPOSED TO
ANNQUNCE H1S REQUEST, TOGETHER WITH MY REACTICN LATER TODAY,

3) MENDOZA HAS SPENY CONSIDERABLE TIME IN BRITAIN, PRCFESSES
TO BE AN AHGLOPHILE N SPITE OF CURRENT DIFFERENCES AND SPEAKS
EXCELLENT ENGLISH, | TOLD HIM SIMPLY THAT | WOULD TRANSMIT THE
REQUEST BY THE FASTEST POSSIBLE MEANS., HE SAID HE WOULD BE IR
TOUCH WITH ME ON MONDAY TG SEE WHETHER THERE WAS ANY REPLY,

4) IN FURTHER DISCUSSION HE IHDICATED THAT HIS QUESTIONS WOULD
CONCENTRATE ON THE CENTRAL ISSUES OF THE REASONS FOR BRITISH
ATTITUDES AND ACTIONS OVER THE ISLANDS, HE THOUGHT A FIFTEEN
MINUTE INTERVIEW WCULD DE AMPLE.

5) 1 WATCHED HIS INTERVIEW WITH SIR ANTHONY SOME DAYS AGO

AN, ALTHCUGH IT WAS FAIR IN THE CONTEXT, HE HAD THE ADVANTAGE
OF HIMSELF TRANSLATING AND ADDING COMMENTS IN SPAN{SH WHICH
INEVITABLY SLANTED THE PRESENTATION IN ARGENTINA'S FAVCUR,

IF THIS REQUEST 1S GRANTED | WOULD RECOMMEND CAREFUL CCNTROL

OF TRANSLATICH, THOUGH OF COURSE ADDITIONAL COMMENTS CAN ALWAYS
BE INSERTED LATER. ON BALANCE, HOWEVER, AND SEEN FRCM HERE, SUCH
- AN INTERVIEW COULD BE WORTHWHILE,
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