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anomaly detectors, whose requested delivery of late June points to

a British desire to husband anti-submarine warfare assets to protect

resupply ships to the Falklands over the next few months.

Secretary Haig has already been apprised of the implications of a

decision on mines, and I have contacted Larry Eagleburger to establish

what State’s views are with respect to the particular request and the

general policy.
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Fred C. Ikle
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See Document 290.
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Iklé wrote “Fred” above his typed signature.

285. Memorandum From Secretary of State Haig to

President Reagan

1

Washington, May 21, 1982

SUBJECT

British Landing on Falklands May 21

Nicho Henderson has just given me a readout on the results of the

operation today in the Falkland Islands.

As of 7:30 p.m. this evening, Henderson reports the following

Argentine losses: Nine Mirages, Seven A–4s; two Pucara close ground

support aircraft and two helicopters. British losses from a substantial

Argentine air effort were: One Harrier, two Gazelle helicopters and

five vessels damaged, including two frigates which were hit seriously

but are now under tow.

The British, according to Henderson, are optimistic. They consider

their losses as minimal given the high risks they ran with this operation.

A beachhead, with a large force, has been established on East Falkland

Island at San Carlos Cove where they now plan to operate their Har-
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Source: Reagan Library, Executive Secretariat, NSC Country File, Latin America/

Central, Argentina (05/21/1982–06/15/1982). Confidential. Reagan initialed at the top

right-hand corner of the memorandum, which was received in the White House at

11:41 p.m.
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riers. (San Carlos is on a sheltered bay and has a 600-meter grass

airstrip.)

Heavy Argentine air attacks are expected tomorrow on the British

Task Force.

286. Information Memorandum From Robert E. Service of the

Department of State Falklands Working Group to the Under

Secretary of State for Political Affairs (Eagleburger)

Washington, May 23, 1982

[Source: Department of State, Central Foreign Policy File, P820074–

2373. Secret; Exdis; Noforn. 2 pages not declassified.]

287. Memorandum for the Record by the Deputy Director of

Operations, National Military Command Center (Tobin)

1

Washington, May 24, 1982, 0530 EDT

SUBJECT

AM–2 Airfield Matting (U)

1. (TS) SECDEF called the DDO (NMCC) at 232220 EDT May 82

indicating he had just received a request from Mr Nott, Secretary of

State for Defense, United Kingdom, for 150,000 square yards of AM–2
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Source: Washington National Records Center, OSD Files, FRC 330–86–0042, UK

1982. Top Secret. A stamped notation at the bottom of the memorandum indicates that

Carlucci saw it on May 24.
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