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FM COPENHAGEN 21/11392 MAY 82
TO PRIORITY FCO

TELEGRAM NUMBER 143 OF 21 MAY

YUR TELNO 41: FALKLAND ISLANDS: WINSTON CHURCHILL/ARGENTINE
AMBASSADOR DEBATE

1. MR WINSTON CHURCHILL (WHOSE PROPOSED VISIT TO COPENHAGEN

WAS REPORTED IN ADVANCE) CAME HERE TO GIVE A PUBLIC LECTURE

UNDER THE AUSPICES OF AN ENGLISH LANGUAGE TEACHING INSTITUTE.

AS TOO SMALL AN AUDIENCE WANTED TO HEAR MR CHURCHILL ON

SECURITY OF THE WEST, HE SUGRESTED THAT HE SPEAK ON THE FALKLANDS
CRISIS AND THE ORGANISER SUBSEQUENTLY TURNED THIS INTO A DEBATE
WITH THE ARGENTINE AMBASSADOR WHICH ATTRACTED AN AUDIENCE

OF SOME 3¢% PEOPLE AND EXTENSIVE MEDIA COVERAGE, DANMARKS TV

DID NOT TRANSMIT ANY OF THE DEDATE, PREFERRING TO SHOW A




DiD uOT TRANSHIT "ANY OF THE DECATE, PREFERRING TO SHOW A

"SEPARATE INTERVIEW WITH MR CHURCHILL. AS YOU KNOW, BEC :
TELEVISION WERE ALSO THERE, A FEW AMBASSADORS AND OTHER .
DIPLOMATS ATTENDED, WE WERE REPRESENTED BY SECOND SECRETARY.

5. THE INTEREST IN DEMMARK REFLECTED THE FACT THAT THIS WAS THE
FIRST SUCH DIRECT EXCHANGE SINCE THE ARGENTINE INVASION

AND ALSO EXPECTATION CF F IREWORKS AS MR CHURCHILL 1S KNOWN HERE
AS A HAWK. THE POINT WAS TAKEN THAT MR CHURCHILL IS A BACK-
DENCHER, NOT A GOVERNMENT SPOKESMAM. HE DECLINED BRIEFING IN
THE FCO AND WE HAD TIME ONLY TC ADVISE HIM (WITH A VIEW TO
RENEWAL OF THE IMPORT BAN) AGAINST SEEMING TO PREFER DRASTIC
ACTION TO A NEGOTIATED SCLUTION, HIS PUBLIC STATEMENT WAS,

IN FACT, RELATIVELY RESTRAINED, ALTHOUGH A LEADING MODERATE
CONSERVAT IVE WEEKLY PAPER HERE TODAY CRITICISES HIS EQUATION

OF OUR CONFLICT WITH HITLER'S GERMANY AND WITH ARGENTINA

AND COMPLAINS THAT HE WAS HOT WELL-INFORMED ON SPECIFICALLY
FALKLAND MATTERS.

3, MR CHURCHILL WON THE DEBATE ON POINTS, THE AMBASSADOR
BE ING HANDICAPPED NOT ONLY BY HIS CASE BUT LINGUISTICALLY
AND IN LACKING DEBATING EXPERIENCE, HE ALSO OVER-REACTED

WﬁEN MR CHURCHILL ATTACKED HIS GOVERNMENT. THE EVENT WILL

NOT HAVE DONE US ANY HARM AND PROBABLY SOME GCOD. BUT WE DOUBT
WHETHER IT GREATLY INFLUENCED DAN I SH ATTITUDES TO THE FALKLANDS
CRISIS, WHICH REMAIN LARGELY SYMPATHETIC TO US AND OPPOSED TO THE

JUNTA.
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