[PLEASE RETURN OOPY TO °
& TYPISTS]
FELADS SELECTIVE ADVANCES G Aé = _

s (@ | PS/NO 10 DOTNING STREET (2“Copies)
/0% SURD e} 5 - o, L&

ggﬁn OHSLOW , PS/S OF S DEFENCE

Pb/aUS.‘g_m-—-———w ?s\l_d Tlatoad_ 1 /

LR BULLARD PS/HONE SECRETARY

SIR 1 SINCLAIR | - ‘

VF. GIFFARD - ' PS/HOME SECRETARY (c/o 3O 10 DSt)

]R \‘n-\.IGHT .r ' G PS/AT “\EY G—-\I]—\RAL Y »

V'R GILLYORE : e e

YR URE | % . 'PS/CHANCELLOR DUCHY OF LANCASTE

KR BARRELT "/ pS/SIR R ARSTRONG
HS/S Ak - o PS/3IR } PALLISER
B .PS/SIR A DUFF
FD/PLANHING ¥R VADE-GERY

HD/UsD KR FULLER

ED/KZHS D VR O'NEILL . HD ASSESS-
ED/ERD. . : £RCIE _JENTS STAFF

ED/ECD(E) |
/7o 42) () | | P,
ey T YR J ¢ STEWART AUSD STAPF }OD

R~§E*’ {T CLERK ADMIRAL SIR ROY HALLIDAY DGI MOD
ﬂ{bu§)> : i

DIRECTIOR_C.0.:A. (_Otcx. Tosu 2

GR 558

CONF IDENT A

EM WASHINGTON 2228467 MAY 82

FO IMMEDIATE FCO

TELEGRAM NUMBER 1856 CF 22 MAY 1382
INFO UKMIS NEW YORK

FALKLANDSs CONGRESS

| MADE SEPARATE CALLS CN SENATORS PERCY AND TOWER TODAY. BOTH
CONTINUE TO SUPPORT OUR POSITICN THOUGH THEY HOPE THAT WE CAN
ACHIEVE OUR MILITARY PURPOSE QUICKLY AND WARNED THAT THERE IS A
FEAR AMONG SOME SENATORS THAT CUR MILITARY ACT ldﬂ COULD SPREAD

TO THE MAINLAND OR THAT WwE MIGHT, IF WE GOT BOGGED DOw#N, ASK THE
US GOVERNMENT FOR ASSISTANCE &UING BEYOND MATERIEL SUPPORT.THE
STRONG INPLICATION WAS THAT WE WOULD LOSE SENATE AND INDEED PUBLIC
BACKING IN EITHER EVENTUALITY.

2, | HAD A LONG TALK THIS EVENING WITH SENATOR BIDEN, A LEADING
DEMCCRATIC MEMBER OF THE_SENATE .FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE WHO WAS
THE AUTHOR OF THE RESOLUTION OF SUPPURT FUR US ADUPTED BY THE .
SENATE ON 29 APRIL. BIDEN =AID THAT EVEN 2ACK IN APRIL THERE HAD
BEEN SOME RELUCTANCE, ESPECIALLY AMONG REPUB- ICANS, TO SUPPORT ANY
IOHULIQN ON THE GROUNDS THAT I wOULD CUT ACROSS HAIG'S EFFORTS
ﬁw VE THE LS ILL ADVISEDLY IN A DISPUTE wHICH COULD DAMAGE
Us P&Lﬁligﬂi_illﬁ_LAliu_AﬂERICE WHEN HAIG HAD wIVEN THE GO-AHEAD
TO THE RESOLUT ION, SUPPGRT HAD ”ALLIE_ BUT ONLY AFTER CHANGES
70 THE DRAFT HAD BEEN MADE, INCLUDING REMOVAL OF ANY REFERENCE TO

THE R|ugT‘ﬁF THE FALKLAND 1SLANDERS TQ SELF-CETERMINATIC E: 3
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THE RIGHT GF THE FALKLANE ISLANDERS TO VhLP-LETL”ﬂINHTIUd-
——
Ze BIDEN WENT ON TO SAY THAT SENWATE SUPPORT FOR OUR POSITION REFLECTE
THE CLOSENESS OF ANGLO/US RELATIONS RATHER THAN A FEELING THAT
IMPORTANT PRINCIPLES WERE AT STAKE. HAD THE FALKLAMNDS BELUNGED
(To BRAZIL, FOR EXAMPLE, NO AMERICAN WOULD HAVE CARED A BIT ABOUT
ARGENT INE AGGRESSION, LET ALONE BEEN PREPARED TO SUPPORT ATTEMPTS
TO RETAKE THE [ISLANDS. WE SHOULD NOT THEREFORE ASSUME THAT THE
SENATE WOULD SUPPORT GREATER US INVOLVEMENT = OR EVEN MAINTAIN
ITS PRESENT LEVEL OF SUFPORT FOR Ua INDEFINITELY. THE LONGER THE
DISPUTE LASTED THE MORE AMERICANS wWOULD BECOME CONCERNED ABOUT
BEING SUCKED IN MILITAIRLY OR ABOUT THE DETERIORATION IN US
RELATIONS wITH LATIN AMERICA. HE HAD HAD SOME CRITISISM FROM
CONST ITUENTS ON THIS SCORE ALREADY.

4, AGAINST THIS BACKGROUND, BIDEN SAID WE SHOULD NOT BE SURPRISED
THAT SO 4ANY SENATORS HAD TAKEN THE VIEW THAT THE US LULLD NOT
AFFORD TO IMPAIR ITS INTERESTS FOR THE RIGHTS OF SELF TN

OF 1807 SHEEP FARMERS. IF, IN ANY RENEWED NEGOTIATIONS, SELF
DETERMINATION FOR THE ISLANDERS WERE TO BECOME THE ONE ISSUE ON OUR
SIDE STANDING IN THE WAY OF A SETTLEMENT US SUPPORT FOR US wOuLD
EVAPORATE.

S« | SAID THAT | WAS ASTONISHED THAT SELF DETERMINATION COULD COUNT
FOR S0 LITTLE IN THE UNTRY THAT HAD INVENTED IT. THE LOGIC OF
WHAT BIDEN HAD SAID WAS THAT THE ISLANDERS SHOULD EE TOLD THAT

THEY MUST EITHER LEAVE OR AGREE TO LIVE UNDER A DICTATORSHIP.

BIDEN SAID HE AGREED WITH ME AND wOULD CONTINUE TO BE OUR

STRONGEST SUPPORTER BUT WE SHOULD NOT DELUDE OURSELVES THAT
CONGRESS IONAL OPINION WAS ALTOGETHER bOLIu.*hE THOUGHT THAT
PRESIBEVT REAGAN’S RATHER TEPID EXPRESSIONSOF SUPPORT FOR US
REFLECTED, NOT JUST REAGAN’S STYLE, BUT A POLITICAL SENSE OF THE
MOOD WITHIN HIS OWN PARTY.

€, COMMENT: BIDEN WAS NOT SAYING THAT WE HAD LOST SENATE SUPPORT
BUT THAT IF WE GOT INTO DIFF ICULTIES MILITARILY OR IF WE APPEARED
TO BE UNREASONABLE [N NEGOTIATIONS, THEN FEAR OF THE US GETTING
INVOLVED OR OF DAMAGE TO US INTERESTS wOULD START TO OQUTWE IGH
OTHER CONSIDERATICNS,

HENDERSON




