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TELEGRAM NUMEER 1879 OF 24 MAY,

FALKLANDS: PRESIDENT REAGAN'S VIEIT TO LONDON

1. AN ARTICLE IN TODAY’S WASHINGTON POST ARGUES THAT THE FALKLANDS
AR WILL EXPOSE AS SYMZOLISM WITHOUT SUBSTANCE THE ECONGMIC AND NATO
SUMMITS TO BE ATTENDED BY THE PRESIDENT AND GOES ON TO SUGGEST THAT,
IF THE FALKLANDS SATTLE IS RAGING ON 7 JUNE, THE PRESIDENT MAY
DECIDE NOT TG GO TO LONDCN, OR AT LEAST TO REDUCE HI3 SCHEDULE IN
BRITAING AN UMNAMED WHITE HOUSE ADVISER 15 QUOTED AS SAYING THAT
EVEN THOUGH CERTAIN COMMITMENTS HAD BEEN MADE THE PRESIDENT'S
PRESENCE IN LONDON COULD BE PRETTY UP-SETTING TO AMERICA’S LATIN
AMERICAN FRIENDS.

o, DEAVER RANG ME TO SAY THAT THERE WAS NO TRUTH IN THE WASHINGTON
POST STORY BUT HE DuGGEuTED THAT WE MIGHT ALL CONCLUDE THAT, IF
THERE WERE SERIQUS 'FIGHTING AT THE TIME OF THE PRESIDENT’S VISIT,
SCME OF THE MORE GLITTERING ASPECTS OF THE PROGRAMME MIGHT HAVE TO
BE TONED DOWN, BY wHICH HE MEANT THAT THE BANGQUET MIGHT NOT BE
TELEVI%EE AND THAT THE PRESIDENT'S RIDE WITH THE QUEEN MIGHT HAVE
TO BE CANCELLED.

2, [N RESPONSE TO PRESS ENQUIRIES, THE WHITE HOUSE SPOKESMAN RAS SAID
THERE 1S NOTHING TG THE SASHINGTCN POST STORY AND THAT NO CONSIDER-
ATION wAS BEING GIVEN TO ALTERING THE PRESIDENT'S SCHELULE. THE
SPOKESMAN ADDED THAT THE FALKLANDS CONFLICT «wOULD BE AN I1TEM OF
CONCERN ON THE AGENDA. EUT THERE wOULD BE OTHER ISSUES AS wELLa THE
PRES I DENT HAD AN EXTREMELY BUSY SCHEDULE DURING #1353 EUROPEAN 'JOURNEY.
HE YWAS LO”K!N% TO THE NATO SuMMIT AS AN OPPORTUNITY TO STRENGTHEN

THE EUROPEAN ALLIANCE. THE PRESIDENT'S EUROPEAN MEETINGS wWOULD BE
EVEN MGRE RENEFICIAL THIS TIME AROUND BECAUSE OF THE CLOGSE RELAT {ON~
SHIP DEVELOPING BETWEEN PRESIDENT REAGAN AND THE HEADS OF STATE
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