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TO IMMEDIATE F C O
TELEGRAM NUMBER 357 OF 25 MAY
INFO PRIORITY UKMIS NEW YORK

INFO ROUTINE JOHANNESBURG AND PRETORIA
INFO SAVING BCG CAPE TOWN AND BC DURBAN

MY TELNO 356 (NOT TO ALL) AND FCO TELNO 190s SOUTH AFRICAN ARMS

SUPPLIES TO ARGENTINA

1. THE FIRST SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT REACTION WAS TO REFUSE TO
COMMENT. SUBSEQUENTLY IN RESPONSE TO OPPOSITION QUESTIONS ABOUT
PRESS REPORTS OF SOUTH AFRICAN ARMS SUPPLIES TO ARGENTINA, THE
MINISTER OF DEFENCE, GENERAL MAGNUS MALAN, LAST NIGHT (24 MAY)
MADE THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT IN PARLIAMENT:

BEGINS

| FEEL IT IS MY DUTY TO MAKE A SHORT STATEMENT TH)¢

‘yENING [N



| FEEL IT 1S MY DUTY TO MAKE A SHORT STATEMENT THIS EVENING |N
PARLIAMENT.

IT 1S GENERALLY KNOWN THAT IT 1S OUR POLICY TO PROVIDE NO DETAILS
ABOUT SOUTH AFRICA’S TRANSACTIONS IN ARMS, AMMUNITION AND OTHER
ML TARY MATTERS. WITH REFERENCE TO TODAY'S SPECULATION 1| WILL
HOWEVER THIS EVENING ON THIS ONE OCCASION DEPART FROM THIS POLICY

BECAUSE WE ARE NOW IMPLICATED IN A CONFLICT.

SOUTH AFRICA HAS NOT PROVIDED OR SOLD TO ARGENTINA ANY MISSILES
OR AEROPLANE PARTS IN ANY WAY AS HAS BEEN REPORTED, BEFORE OR
DURING THE FALKLANDS CONFLICT.

ENDS

2« IN RESPONSE TO A FURTHER QUERY THE MINISTER GAVE THE ASSURANCE
THAT NO SUCH ARMAMENTS HAD BEEN SUPPLIED DURING THE SAME PERIOD

TO ANY SOUTH AMERICAN COUNKTRY FOR POSSIBLE DIVERSION TO ARGENTINA
OR TO A SOUTH AMERICAN COUNTRY ACTING AS INTEBMEDIARY FOR ARGENTINAs

3, EARLIER YESTERDAY (PRIOR TO THE STATEMENT BY THE MINISTER OF
DEFENCE) MR PIK BOTHA, MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, |SSUED THE
FOLLOWING STATEMENT: :

BEGINS

- THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT HAS CONSISTENTLY DECLINED TO CONFIRM
OR DENY ALLEGATIONS OF ARMS SUPPLIES TO AND FROM SOUTH AFRICA.
SOUTH AFRICA’S INTERESTS DEMAND THAT THIS PRINCIPLE SHOULD NOT

BE VIOLATED. THE GOVERNMENT ACCORDINGLY ALSO DOES NOT CONFIRM OR
DENY THE EXISTENCE OF ANY CONTRACTUAL OBLIGATIONS WITH ANY SPECIFIC
COUNTRY OR WITH ANY SPECIFIC AGENCY OF ANY COUNTRY.

IT SHOULD BE CLEAR TO ALL THAT SHOULD THE SOUTH AFRICAN GOVERNMENT
UNDERMINE THIS PRINCIPLE, A SITUATION wOULD EVENTUALLY ARISE WHERE
PARTICULARS OF ARMS SUPPLIES TO AND FROM ALL OF THE COUNTRIES

WITH WHICH SOUTH AFRICA HAS DEALINGS WOULD BE DISCLOSED, CAUSING
INCALCULABLE HARM TO SOUTH AFRICA’S SECURITY.

THE WHOLE QUESTION OF ARMS SALES IS AN EXTREMELY DELICATE [SSUE
BASED UPON MUTUAL TRUST AND INTEGRITY.

CONTRACTUAL ARRANGEMENTS OF THIS NATURE CANNOT BE TAMPERED WITH
WITHOUT OTHER COUNTRIES AND AGENCIES IN SUCH COUNTRIES QUESTIONING
SOUTH AFRICA'S ABILITY TO ACT WITHIN THE SPIRIT OF THESE ARRANGE-
MENTS,

ENDS




4, THIS MORNING'S DIE BURGER (25 MAY) REPORTS THAT THE PRIME
MINISTER, MR P W BOTHA, TOLD THE NEWSPAPER EARLIER YESTERDAY
(ALSO BEFORE GENERAL MALAN’S STATEMENT) THAT -SOUTH AFRICA WAS
GUIDED BY ITS OWN INTERESTS IN ARMS TRANSACTIONS., QUOTE THIS IS
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE POLICY WHICH HAS BEEN LAID DOWN SINCE 1
BECAME MINiSTER OF DEFENCE AND WHEN AN ARMS EMBARGO WAS
INTRODUCED AGAINST SOUTH AFRICA, IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS POLICY
SOUTH AFRICA DOES NOT SAY FROM WHOM SHE BUYS WEAPONS OR TO WHOM
SHE SELLS THEM. ACCORDINGLY WE DO NOT ACKNOWLEDGE THAT WE HAVE SOLD
WEAPONS TO ANYBODY, WE SHALL NOT BE FRIGHTENED OFF THIS POLICY BY
POLITICKING, UNQUOTE.

S« IN RESPONSE TO FURTHER PRESS ENQUIRIES WE SHALL TAKE THE FOLLOw!NG
LINE: QUOTE WE HAVE NOTED AND REPORTED TO LONDON GENERAL MALAN’S
STATEMENT THAT SCUTH AFRICA HAS NOT SUPPLIED ARGENTINA WITH MISSILES
OR AIRCRAFT PARTS . UNQUOTE.

6. COMMENT TO FOLLOV.

FERGUSSON




