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ESSENTIAL FACTORS

As you know, our agreement with the Portuguese permits third

countries to have access to facilities at Lajes subject to GOP approval.

In response to a British request, the Portuguese have agreed in principle

to permit up to one Nimrod per day to land at Lajes for staging and

refueling. The UK will make a written request to the Portuguese for

each Nimrod transit.

OSD and JCS concur in the recommendation that we permit UK

access to Lajes.

RECOMMENDATION

That you approve UK use of facilities at Lajes for transiting Nimrod

aircraft, and that you authorize Jon to so inform the British.
2

2

Reference is to Howe. Eagleburger initialed his approval of the recommendation.

301. Memorandum From Acting Secretary of State Eagleburger to

President Reagan

1

Washington, May 26, 1982

UN Security Council: New Falklands Resolution. The Security Council

unanimously passed Resolution 504
2

calling upon the Secretary General

to resume his negotiations and report back to the Council within a

week. The resolution was based on a tougher draft which included a 72-

hour ceasefire and language which directed the sides to leave previous

concessions on the table. Both provisions were opposed by us and the

UK. We had pushed for just this kind of outcome in order to head off

resolutions that would have interfered with the UK’s right of self-

defense by ordering a ceasefire and/or would have compromised the

UN’s neutrality by producing a resolution with which the British would

1

Source: Department of State, Executive Secretariat, Very Sensitive Correspondence

Files of Alexander M. Haig, Jr., 1981–1982, Lot 83D288, Evening Reading—May 1982.

Secret.

2

Mistaken reference to United Nations Security Council Resolution 505 adopted

unanimously on May 26. For the texts of the resolution and Kirkpatrick’s statement after

its adoption, see the Department of State Bulletin, July 1982, p. 87. A summary of the

Security Council debate that culminated in adoption of the resolution is in Yearbook of

the United Nations, 1982, pp. 1329–1332.
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not have complied. The existence of an approved resolution may also

help us in our efforts to moderate the outcome of the OAS Foreign

Ministers’ meeting which starts tomorrow.

[Omitted here is material unrelated to the conflict in the South

Atlantic.]

302. Report Prepared in the Central Intelligence Agency

1

Washington, May 27, 1982

SPOT COMMENTARY: Falklands Situation—British Commence

Attack Against Darwin/Goose Green

British paratroopers are attacking Darwin/Goose Green this morn-

ing, [1 line not declassified]. UK forces apparently were waiting to con-

struct a Harrier runway at their East Falklands beachhead at Port San

Carlos before beginning the operation. [less than 1 line not declassified]

the container ship Atlantic Conveyer is still afloat and that salvage opera-

tions are underway.
2

[portion marking not declassified]

Comment: The British have been suggesting for the past two days

that large-scale combat operations would begin shortly on the Falk-

lands. The Argentines had an estimated 600 troops at Darwin/Goose

Green when the British landed last Friday
3

and some limited reinforce-

ment has probably occurred since then. Darwin/Goose Green sits

astride a motorable trail that provides the single best access from the

western part of the island to Port Stanley. The major portion of the

British force probably will use this route, although some British troops

may be airlifted across country by helicopter. [portion marking not

declassified]

Harrier jets probably will be quickly moved to the island now that

the San Carlos airfield has been completed. These aircraft will have

several missions, but they probably will be used principally to protect

1

Source: Department of State, Executive Secretariat, Files of Alexander M. Haig,

Jr., 1981–1982, Lot 82D370, (3) Falklands Crisis 1982. Secret; [handling restriction not

declassified]. Prepared in the Directorate of Intelligence.

2

On May 25, Argentine aircraft attacked and sank the British container ship Atlantic

Conveyor with an Exocet anti-ship missile. For a detailed account of the battle for Darwin

and Goose Green from the British perspective, see Freedman, Official History, vol. II, pp.

546–576.

3

May 21. See Document 285.
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