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MY 2 IPT'S:s FALKLANDS: RIVER PLATE.

1. FCLLOWING IS TEXT OF MY LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE
SECURITY COUNCIL:

BEGINS

| HAVE THE HONOUR TO ADDRESS YOU ON THE SUBJECT OF THE
FALKLAND ISLANDS WITH REFERENCE TO THE DECLARATION BY THE
DISTINGUISHED FOREIGN MINISTERS OF ARGENTINA, NICARAGUA,
PANAMA AND VENEZUELA CIRCULATED AS COUNCIL DOCUMENT §/15111.

'THERE APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN SOME MISUNDERSTANDING OF THE

POSITION OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM AND | SHOULD
LIKE TO AVAIL MYSELF OF THIS OPPORTUNITY TO SET OUT THE TRUE
POSITION, THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM ARE AWARE THAT
THE TREATY OF THE RIO DE LA PLATA OF 1973 BETWEEN ARGENTINA

AND URUGUAY ESTABLISHES A LINE AT THE MOUTH OF THE RIVER PLATE
FROM PUNTA DEL ESTE TO PUNTA RASA DE CABO, SAN ANTONIO. IN A~
COMMUNTCATION TO THE GOVERNMENT OF URUGUAY THE GCVERNMENT OF THE
UNITED KINGDOM MADE CLEAR THAT THEY DID NOT INTEND TO ENGAGE

IN ANY MILITARY ACTIVITIES INSHORE OF THAT LINE. THE REFERENCES
TO PARAGUAY AND BOLIVIA ARE THEREGFORE IRRELEVANT. THE GOVERNMENT
CF THE UNITED KINGDOM WISH TC DO NOTHING WHICH wOULD INFRINGE
THE RIGHTS AND INTERESTS CF URUGUAY.

MEASURES TAKEN IN RECENT DAYS, wHICH HAVE FORMED THE SUBJECT OF
PREVIOUS LETTERS TO YOUR EXCELLENCY, WERE IN EXERCISE OF THE
UNJTED KINGDOM?S INHERENT RIGHT TC SELF-DEFENCE IN THE FACE OF
ARGENTINA’S ARMED INVASION OF THE FALKLAND {SLANDS. THIS RIGHT
IS RECOGNISED EXPLICTLY BY ARTICLE 51 CF THE CHARTER CF THE
UNITED NATICONS,

ENDS

PARSONS




