302. Report Prepared in the Central Intelligence Agency!

Washington, May 27, 1982

SPOT COMMENTARY: Falklands Situation—British Commence
Attack Against Darwin/Goose Green

British paratroopers are attacking Darwin/Goose Green this morn-
ing, [1 line not declassified]. UK forces apparently were waiting to con-
struct a Harrier runway at their East Falklands beachhead at Port San
Carlos before beginning the operation. [less than 1 line not declassified]
the container ship Atlantic Conveyer is still afloat and that salvage opera-
tions are underway.? [portion marking not declassified]

Comment: The British have been suggesting for the past two days
that large-scale combat operations would begin shortly on the Falk-
lands. The Argentines had an estimated 600 troops at Darwin/Goose
Green when the British landed last Friday® and some limited reinforce-
ment has probably occurred since then. Darwin/Goose Green sits
astride a motorable trail that provides the single best access from the
western part of the island to Port Stanley. The major portion of the
British force probably will use this route, although some British troops
may be airlifted across country by helicopter. [portion marking not
declassified]

Harrier jets probably will be quickly moved to the island now that
the San Carlos airfield has been completed. These aircraft will have
several missions, but they probably will be used principally to protect
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the beachhead and support the movement of the land forces. [portion
marking not declassified]

The Atlantic Conveyor brought Harrier jets to the Falklands but we
believe they were transferred to the aircraft carriers before the ship
was struck by an Exocet missile. The Atlantic Conveyer apparently still
contains helicopters and ammunition—some of which may be recover-
able. [portion marking not declassified]





