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FALKLAMDS: EXOCETS

' e
1. ERENCH MAVAL ATTACHE TOLD ME LAST NIGRT THAT A CLASSMATE
OF KIS WAS WORKING |X THE DASSAULT FACYORY CN THE PRODUCTIOM
OF EXOCET MISSILES, WHEM ME WAS IN FRAHCE ON DUTY SOME
T OR THREE WEEKS AGO HE HAD HAD AR OPPORTURITY OF DISCUSSING
THE FALKLANDS CONFLICT ¥ITH THIS FRIEND AKD WAS TOLD, AS A
MATTER OF CERTAINTY THAT ORLY 5 SUPER ETEXDARD AIRGRAFT
AND § EXOCET AM 39 HISSILES HAD BEEN SUPPLIED BY FRANCE 10
ARGENT INA.

2. CAPTAIN DEBEDDE WENT ON TO SAY THAT $Q ARGENTINE PILOTS
HAD BEEN TRAIWED ON SUPER ETENDARDS ABOARD A FRENCH AIRCRAFY

' CARRIER, THEY HWAD ALSO RECEIVED TRAINING IN THE LAUNCRING OF
EXOCET MISSILES. BUT HE WAS QUITE CERTAIR THAT THE ARGENTINE SUPER
ETERDARDS yAD KOT AS YEY BECH OPERATED FROM THEIR OWN AIRCRAFT
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© 3 A5 T9 THE UCE OF ENOCETS 1% THE FALKLAEDS CORFLICT, CRETAR
SREDDE SAID THAT THE ARGEWTIHE PILOTS HAD ROT PRESSED TIEIR
ATTACK CLOSELY EOUGH AND MAD TENDED Te LET OFF THEIR ZIS3ILES
10 SCOH. HE IMFLIED THAT THE ATTACK AGAINST HHS SMEFFIELD WAS
LICKY 70 HAVE SUCCEEBED, OH YHE OTUER MAND, A PILOT KHO !AD BEEM
FAOPERLY TRAIZED IH THE USE OF EXOCET COULD HARPLY fi1SS: THE '
SEPUTERISED TARGET ACQUISITIGN AND RIRZCTION ASSEMBLY UAS
S 4AZIHGLY EFFICIENT AUD SHGULD NOT RGIHALLY YAKE A MISTAKE, .
paGV IDED THAT THE AIRCRAFY WAS POINTED )R THE RIGHT DIGLCTION AND
THE RADAR WAS LOCKED ON TO TiHE RIGHT TARGET, ;

4, | ASKED KOW IT VAS THEH YHAT OME OF THE M 38 EXOCETS FIRE

14 TRIALS BY THE BRAZILIAN HAVY LAST YEAR HAD MISSED, CAPTAIN
D=BEDDE SAID THAT AR INVESTIGATION BY THE FRENCH EXPERTS WHO
aan BEEN PRESENT AT THE FIRING HAD EOT PRODUCED ANY CLEAH-

GIT EXPLAMATION. THE FIRING PROCEDURES USED BY THE BRAZILIANS
APPEARED TO KAVE BEER ABSOLUTELY CORRECT. VHEY WERE LESS CERTAIN,
HONZVER, ABOUT THE PREPARATIGN OF THE MISSILES FOR FIRINS, .
we41Ci HAD BEES DONE BY TUE ERAZILTANS TREFRSELVES WITROUT FREHCH
SUPERVISION. THE IWPROVED K A0 KISSILE WAS FORE FOOL-PROGF3
A0 THE FRENCH YERE HOPIHG TO IWVEREST THE BRAZILIARS IX ITS
FURCHASE.

5. WHEN | MENTIONED YESTERDAY?S MEDIA REPORTS THAT THE FRENCH
 AUDIORITIES HAD CONF IRHED THAT THEY WERE SUPPLYING EXOCET MISSILES
0 PERU, WHICH WE FEARED MIGHT BE PASSED ON BY PERU 10 o
m:scmwa, CAPTAIN DEBEDDE SAID THAT HE COULD PROBABLY VERIFY

THE ARRIVAL OF THESE MISSILES IN PERU THIOUBH HIS FRCHCH ATTACHE
COLLEAGUE IN LIMA, IF HE WISMED, T
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6T ASSUKIE THAT THE ABOVE 1S ALREADY WELL KNOUR TO THE MOD. BUT IN
VIEW GF THE ACUTE INTEREST ABOUT EVERY ASPECT OF EXOCETS AT THE
MOMENT | REPORT 1T MEVERTHELESS, IF YOU OR MOD WISHED ME TO PUT
ANY FURTHER QUESTIONS YO CAPTAIN DEBEDDE, ) AM SURE THAT HE

WOULD DO WIS BEST TO ANSWER THEM, HE 1S A SIMNGULARLY RGREEADLE °
AMD STRAIGHTFORYARD COLLEAGUE, MITH WHOM KY OWHW NA 1S ON CLOSE
TERMS.
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