L 9.}

ADVANCJOPIES: FALKLAND ISLANDS GENERAL (4¢

PS :
PS/MR HURD
[ g 1. 3
£S/MR OTEIEN s/ i
Set g ATTCAED M- QoonSir
REEt TR R LRl

MR GIFFARD

MR WRIGHT

MR ADAMS

LORD N GORDON LENNOX

LORD BRIDGES

MR URE

MR GILLMORE

HD/PUSD (2)
HD/S Am D
HD/DEFENCE D
HD/NEWS D
HD/ERD
HD/ECD(E)

XHRMND s

\ HD/PLANNING STAFFf ihE5
- " ‘- . 'l ".

——r—

 ERERGENCY NI~
RESIDENT CLERK

UNCLASSIFIED

FM UKMIS NEW YORK 181957Z JUN 82

T0 IMMEDIATE F C O

PS/No 10 DOVNING ST AT et

PS/S OF S FOR D!

¥R J STEWART AUSD ST
PS/CHANCELLOR

MR ILETT

¥R LITTLER

MISS ‘DICKSON D/ENERGY

SIR R ARMSTRONG )

SIR M PALLISER CABINET CZFICE
MR WADE-GERY '

MR FULLER SAPU/DIO

DIO '

Qigpm’B\EEB/M@Qgﬂ//effﬁ\gwg;ﬁéT\

[Passed to E.R.]

¢ [Typiste a.a.]

TELEGRAM NUMBER 1922 OF 18 JUNE 1982

MIPT: SOUTH SANDWICH ISLANDS

-

FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF ARGENTINE LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE

SECURITY COUNCILs

ON EXPRESS INSTRUCTIONS FROM WY GOVERNMENT, | HAVE THE HONOUR
TO REFER TO CERTAIN ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE BRITISH GOVERNMENT WITH
REGARD TO THE SCIENTIFIC STATION "CORBETAhQﬁUGUAY",'WHECH THE

ARGENTINE REPUBLIC SET UP [N MARCH 1977 ON MORELL ISLAND, (N
THE SOUTH SANDWICH GROUP. PREVIOUS WORK ON THIS STATION HAD

BEGUN AT THE END OF 1976,
IT 1S PERTINENT TO REC

ALL THAT THIS BASE WAS ESTABL ISHED FOR

PURELY SCIENTIFIC PURPOSES TO SERVE AS A SUB-ANTARCTIC STAT fON
N SUPPORT OF THE SCIENTIFIC ACTIVITIES WHICH ARGENTINA IS
CARRYING OUT IN THE ANTARCTIC AND IN ORDER TO RENEW THE WORK
PREVIOUSLY CARRIED OUT DURING THE ANTARCTIC CAMPAIGNS OF

4954 /55 AND 1956/57 IN THE SAME PLACE. ALREADY IN JARUARY 1955,

THE ARGENTINE ICEBREAKER
IN FERGUSON BAY, ON THULE ISLAND,

GENERAL SAN MARTEN HAD SET UP A BASE
N THE SAME GROUP OF ISLANDS,

n wile © AMER



IN FERGUSON BAY, ON THULE ISLAND, IN THE SAME GROUP OF ISLANDS,
. WHICH HAD BEEN TEMPORARILY OCCUPIED DURING THIS SUMMER,

IN 1976, THE WORK OF REHABILITATION AND ENLARGEMENT OF THE ()
EXISTING INSTALLATIONS WAS REMEWED WITH A VIEW TO HOUSING A
SCIENTIFIC STATION TO CARRY OUT GEOLCGICAL PROSPECTING, PETROGRAPHY,
STUDIES OF THE CONTIHENTAL DRIFT AND OTHER SpECIAL OPERATIONS
SUCH AS RESEARCH [N SOLAR RADIATION, GLACIOLOGY, OCEANOGRAPHY
AND METEOROLOGY, DESIGNED TO SUPPCRT BROADER RESEARCH PROGRAMMES
IN ANTARCTICA.

AT THE END OF 1977 AND AS PART OF THE ANTARCTIC CAMPAIGN
OF 1977/78, THE SCIENTIFIC STATION WAS COMPLETED AND ENLARGED
SO AS TO INCREASE TS ABILITY TO PARTICIPATE IN OTHER INTERNATIONAL
SCIENTIFIC PROGRAMMES SUCH AS BIOMASS, GIR WEDDEL, 1.S8.0.S. AND
POLEX SUR. IT ALSO CARRIED OUT SEISMOLOGICAL OPERATIONS RELATED
T0 THE WORK OF THE SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE FOR ANTARCTIC RESEARCH,
AND INVESTIGATIONS IN MARINE BIOLOGY AND GEOPHYSICS, AGAIN AS
SUPPORT FOR ANTARCTIC ACTIVITIES.

IT SHOULD ALSO BE NOTED THAT, BEFORE THE CONSTRUCTION OF
THE SCIENTIFIC STATION, NO PERMANENT INSTALLATION LIKE *’CORBETA
URUGUAY** HAD BEEN BUILT ON THE SOUTH SANDWICH §SLANDS AND THAT
CONSEQUENTLY THERE WAS NO PERMANENT SETTLSMENT ON THE ISLANDS
UP TO THAT POINT. IT SHOULD ALSO BE RECALLED THAT ON A NUMBER OF
OCCASIONS BRITISH SHIPS HAD CALLED AT THE SCIENTIFIC STATION AND
MADE NORMAL CONTACT WITH IT.
~ PPCORBETA URUGUAY'® §iS NOW ISSUING METOROLOGICAL BULLETINS OF
ANTERNATIONAL IMPORTANCE. ITS INSTALLATIONS CONSIST OF THE MAIN
DWELLING-HOUSE AND AN EMERGENCY HOUSE, A BUILDING HOUSING GENERAYING
EQUIPMENT AND BOILERS, AND A SHED FOR STORAGE AND SCIENTIFIC
EQUIPMENT. HOWEVER, IT HAS NO ECUIPMENT OF A MILITARY NATURE.

WE HAVE NOW BEEN INFORMED THAT THE BRITISH WARSHIP ENDURANCE
HAS INFORMED THE PERSONNEL OF THE STATION THAT THEY SHOULD
ABANDON IT AND GIVE THEMSELVES UP AS PRISONERS: OTHERWISE
THE SHIP WILL CPEN FIRE. THIS EXAMPLE SHOWS ONCE AGAIN THE
BRITISH GOVERNMENT®S OBVIOUS ATTACHMENT TO THE USE OF FORCE
IN ORDER TO REMOVE BY VIOLENT MEANS A SCIENTIFIC STATION WHICH
THE ARGENTINE REPUBLIC HAS MAINTAINED SINCE 1977 AND WHiCH
CONSTITUTES ABSOLUTELY NO MILITARY THREAT.
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