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of

BY MR. DAVID ALTON, M.P, (y-u;"

You will recall that the Prime Minister asked the Home
Secretary to cause investigations into the allegations about
the Workers Revolutionary Party's (WRP) Youth Training Centre
in Liverpool which appeared in Mr. David Alton's Early Day
Motion, No. 196, on 15 February. The Motion alleged that at
the Centre the WRP trained young people in anti-police methods
and indoctrinated them with extreme revolutionary views,
without the knowledge of public figures on Merseyside whose
names were originally used in support of the scheme, and called
on the Government to take immediate action to have Youth
Training Centres closed.

In the House on 16 February, in response to Mr. David
Steel, the Prime Minister said that, if the allegations were
true, they would hawe,to be investigated. For convenience of °
reference, 'Tatta¢h©opies Of the Motion and the relevant extract
from the Official Report.
TRt
i

LD A I attach as Annex A a note
giving-the general*background  to the WRP's Youth Tralining Centres.

Annex B summarises the history of Mr. Alton's allegations
and the exhaustive police investigations into them. The essential
conclusion of the investigations, recorded in paragraph 6 of the
Annex, is that there is no evidence of the commission of criminal
offences. Public figures were initially duped into lending their
support to the Youth Training project, and the Centre offers a
means for the WRP to expose young and possibly impressionable
people to its extreme and pernicious views. But there is no
evidence of specific training in anti-police methods or of direct
incitement to lawlessness, and evidence of criminal activity would
be the only ground on which to seek to take action agarinst the
Centre.

The Prime Minister's request to the Home Secretary to have
the allegations investigated by the police is public knowledge,
but as far as we are aware, there is no commitment publicly to
report the outcome. If the Prime Minister were to be asked about
that, careful consideration would have to be given to the answer.




ICOVERING SECAE

2.

As paragraph 7 of Annex B notes, Mr. Alton is the subject
of 1libel actions instituted Dy the WRP because of his
allegations, and the publjghers of Three newspapers which
carried similar allegations have already cQnceded the
WRP's case. Knowledge of the police view, at some of
wh3T Mr. Alton had alleged cannot be substantiated and
none of it can credibly be presented as criminal, might
well affect the outcome of the libel actions which are
outstanding.

I am copying this letter and its enclosures to the
Private Secretary to Sir Robert Armstrong.

C. J. WALTERS

Clive Whitmore, Esq.
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196 WORKERS' REVOLUTIONARY PARTY : YOUTH TRAINING CENTRES

Mr David Alton

Mr Cyril Smith

Mr Barry Porter

Mr Malcolm Thornton
Mr Richard Crawshaw

Mr Geraint Howells
*x 16
Mr John Cartwright

That this House congratulates Liverpool’s Radio City, and in particular the journalist
Kieran Devaney, on their programme ‘ 100 Gloucester Place’, broadcast on Friday 29th
January, which highlighted the activities of the Workers’ Revolutionary Party at a
youth training centre, where young people have been trained in anti-police methods
and indoctrinated with extreme revolutionary views, without the knowledge of public
figures on Merseyside whose names were originally used in support of the scheme ; and
therefore calls on Her Majesty’s Government to take immediate action to have these

centres closed.

198 RECEPTION AT LONDON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE FOR POLISH AMBAS-
SADOR

Mr Harry Cowans
Mr Hugh McCartney
Mr Bemard Conlan
Mr Bitl Homewood
Dr Jolia Cunningham
Mr Derek Foster
* 47
Mr J. W R ocker

That this Fouse expresses ns disquiet and disgust at the intention of the London Chamber
of Commerce to hold an mformal reception for the new Polish Ambassador and Com-
mercial Counsellor ; notes that tickets for this reception are to cost £11-50 for members
of the East European Section of the London Chamber and £17-25 to all others ; draws
this revolting display of commercial courtesy extended to representatives of the present
oppressive militav régime to the attention of the British people ; and believes that whilst
it is necessary to maintain contact with this régime to arrange food and medical supplies
to the Polish people, it is surely not necessary to wine and dine them at a time when
thousands of Poles are held in inhuman prison camps and the entire population is
terrorised under martial law.

% The figure following this symbol gives the total number of names of Members appended, including those
names added in this edition of the Notices of Questions and Motions.
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Oral Answers

sheqmvc that they make the provision of jobs more

difficult at a time when we should be doing everything
possible to make more jobs available?

The Prime Minister: I have seen the leaflet to which
my hon. Friend refers. As it received a good deal of
publicity a week or so ago 7 looked at the definition of what
is a suitable job, which seems to have remained unchanged
since 1946. It seems to me that the definition would
preclude people from taking jobs with reasonable pay and
I have asked my right hon. Friend the Secretary of State
for Social Services to look into the matter.

Mr. Steel: Has the Prime Minister had time to consider
early-day motion No. 196 about the so-called youth
training centres set up by the Workers® Revolutionary
Party?

Mr. Skinner: How many women are there?
Mr. Speaker: Order.

Mr. Skinner: I was only asking about the percentage
of women.

Mr. Speaker: Order. I know that, but the hon.
Member for Bolsover (Mr. Skinner) must try to control
himself. It scems that whenever the Leader of the Liberal
Party speaks the hon. Member for Bolsover feels that he
must contribute as well. That is not so.

Mr. Steel: Given that the Department of Employment
is concerned about this matter, what steps will the
Government take to draw the attention of the public to the
abuses taking place at the centres?

The Prime Minister: If there are abuses, we shall of
course look. into the matter. I do not know the truth or
otherwise of what is contained in the early-day motion, but
I assume that it is true because it has been put down [HoN.

16 FEBRUARY 1982

Oral Answers 144

MEeMBERS: “Oh.”] Perhaps I should say that I assume it 1o
be true for the purposes of the question. That might be a
safer way to put it. If it is true that

“young people have been trained in anti-police methods and
indoctrinated with extreme revolutionary views, without the
knowledge of public figures on Merseyside whose names were
originally used in support of the scheme”,

that is a very serious matter. I should take any such action
extremely seriously and it would of course have to be
investigated.

Q4. Mr. Newens asked the Prime Minister if she will
list her official engagements for Tuesday 16 February.

The Prime Minister: I refer the hon. Gentleman to the
reply that 1 gave some moments ago.

Mr. Newens: Will the right hon. Lady find time today
to consider the financial crisis now facing the Essex county
council as a result of the rate support grant settlement,
which has dismayed even its Conservative leaders who are
worried by the response that they have received from her
right hon. Friends? Is she aware that this threatens
educational services, old people’s homes, fire cover and
many other local government services in Essex? Tt is
extremely important that she should intervene to see that
something is done about it.

The Prime Minister: As the hon. Gentleman knows,
all rate support grant figures have been published and the
local authorities know them. We are debating the whole
matter today, as it affects England and Wales. I am sure
that he will put those views strenuously to my right hon.
Friend.

Mr. Speaker: I have received notice of three
applications for emergency debates under Standing Order
No. 9. I shall take them in the order in which they were
received.







the knowledge and skills necessary to build

a decent future".

4. Neither the Youth Training Centres nor the WRP as an organisation
were involved in initiating or participating in the civil disturbances
in 1981, WRP reaction was mainly expressed in propaganda blaming the

Army and the police for provoking the disturbances.

5. In general, the WRP rejects any form of alliance with other
subversive groups and although a contingent of -Young Socialists took
part in an anti-police demonstration in Toxteth after the July

disturbances, their participation was on a small scale,

6. There has yet to be any substantive action by the WRP in response

to the rejection by the Charity Commissioners of an application to

have Youth Training registered as a charity.




ANNEX B

THE LIVERPOOL YOUTH TRAINING CENTRE: ALLEGATIONS BY MR DAVID ALTON MP

The (Trotskyist) Workers Revolutionary Party (WRP) opened its Youth

Training Centre at 100, Gloucester Place, Liverpool in January 1981.
It is understood that the intention was not to use this centre for
the activities of the Young Socialists, the youth limb of the WRP,

as that would be outside the designated purposes for which planning
permission was granted. It is not known to what extent, for fear of
revocation of that permission, those purposes have been adhered to in

every respect.

2. On 29 January 1982, the local radio station, "Radio City" broadcast
a programme entitled "100 Gloucester Place'. Miss Vanessa Redgrave,

the Chairman of Youth Training, appeared and was evasive in her answers.
Mr John Conteh, the boxer, appeared as a celebrity who had initially
supported Youth Training but had become disenchanted with it and
believed he had been misled. Others who contributed to the programme
were Mr John Rennard, Deputy Chairman of the Liverpool Liberal Party,
who had visited the Centre, Miss Margaret Shaw (under the alias Anne
Johnson), a local resident and Liberal sympathiser and, most notably,

17 year old Tracey Anne Thomas (under the alias Cathy Moran) who had
previously met Mr David Alton MP, led unwittingly been associated with
the Young Socialists, and who had taken part in activities at the Centre.

The essence of the allegations made in the programme was that:

() public figures were duped into supporting

the Youth Training Centres;

(b) at the Liverpool Centre young people had
been trained in anti-police methods and indoctrinated

with extreme revolutionary views.

3. Mr David Alton MP incorporated these allegations in Early Day Motion
196 on 15 February 1982, which called upon the Government to take

action to have Youth Training Centres closed. Mr David Steel MP referred
to° the Motion during Questions the next day, when the Prime Minister

said that, if the allegations were true, they would have to be investigated.




4. The Home Secretary asked the Chief Constable of Merseyside to
investigate the allegations. Together with the Metropolitan Police,

who interviewed a number of people, the Merseyside Police have
conducted an exhaustive investigation. In connection with the
allegation that celebrities had been duped, the police have interviewed
Mr John Boulting, the film producer, Mr John Conteh, Mr Philip Thompson,
the professional footballer and sometime captain of both the Liverpool
and England teams, and Mr Michael Lyons, the professional footballer

and captain of Everton.

5« In connection with the allegation of anti-police training and
revolutionary indoctrination at the Liverpool Centre, the police havs

interviewed the other people who appeared on the "Radio City" programme

(Mr Rennard, Misss Shaw and Miss Thomas) and, at the invitation of the

Centre's staff, have visited the premises. Most notably, the statement
which Miss Thomas has made to the police does not support the gravity
of the allegations which Mr Alton made in relying, apparently, upon

her experience at the Centre.

6. The conclusions of the police investigation are recorded in the

report of the officer in charge as follows:

"{a) I have concluded that a number of public figures did
endorse the Youth Training Scheme, and even donate funds
to it, believing that they were supporting a genuine effort
to ease the lot of unemployed youth in the areas concerned.
Those members of the Workers Revolutionary Party and the
Young Socialists who solicited these endorsements did
delude those concerned and one would appear to have told
lies to achieve his ends. I have found no evidence of
criminal offences, nor have I received any complaint of
criminal activity, during my investigations with this

aspect of the enquiry;

(b) I did not find any evidence that young people had
been trained in anti-police methods, or for that matier
asked to participate in rioting. I am satisfied that
young people who attended a Youth Training Centre are




likely to come into contact with members of the

Workers Revolutionary Party and the Young Socialists
who would seek to indoctrinate them with exitreme
revolutionary views. There was no evidence to suggest
any criminal offences, nor have I received any complaint
of criminal activity during my investigations into this

gsecond aspect of the enquiry.

The revolutionary policies of the Workers Revolutionary Party are well
publicised and available to anyone who seeks them out. Mr Alton has

taken strong steps to try and eliminate the activities of the Workers
Revolutionary Party in his constituency as both he and the vast majority
of the electorate would abhor the activities of the Workers Revolutionary
Party amongst the impressionable youth of the area. The activity disclosed
during the enquiry appears to fall within the bounds of acceptability

within our democracy".

7. Allegations such as those in the local radio programme have also been
reported in the national press. Miss Redgrave has brought libel actions
against Mr Alton, "Radio City" and the newspaper publishers. Her solicitor

drew the actions to the notice of the Secretary to the Cabinet following

the Prime Minister's comments in the House on 16 February. Sir Robert

Armstrong replied that he did not beliewve that what the Prime Minister
had said could be regarded as prejudicial to the actions but that he

was taking steps to make sure that she was aware that the actions were
outstanding and sub-judice, in case the matter should arise again in the
House. The libel actions against Times Newspapers Limited, Express News-
papers Limited and News Group Newspapers have been settled. In each
instance, the publishers apologised for their reports, published letters
from Miss Redgrave and paid the costs of the action. This would not seem

to augur well for Mr Alton in the actions which are outstanding against him.







10 DOWNING STREET

From the Principal Private Secretary 7 March 1983
RESTRICTED

Jeer Tory,

WORKERS' REVOLUTIONARY PARTY
FORMATION OF YOUTH TRAINING CENTRES

Thank you for your letter of 4 March.
The Prime Minister has noted its
contents. I am copying this letter to
Henry Steel and Richard Hatfield.

}’o o Q{V\.Cﬂ-fe‘\‘(}

&n—,\ Bntter

A R Rawsthorne Esq.,
Home Office.
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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secrefary 2 July 1982

THE WORKERS REVOLUTIONARY PARTY'S YOUTH
TRAINING CENTRE IN LIVERPOOL: ALLEGATIONS.
BY MR. DAVID ALTON, M.P,.

Thank you for your letter to Clive
Whitmore of 24 June. We spoke about this,
and I told you that the Prime Minister would
like a line to take on this issue in case
she is questioned in the House. She has
suggested that she should take the line that
the House should not expect her to comment
on the matter, since it is sub judice. I
should be grateful if you could confirm that
you have no objection to this.

I am copying this to David Wright (Cabinet
Office).

w;"o‘-mCKET“.

C.d. Walters, Esq:,;
Home Office.
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QUEEN ANNE'S GATE
LONDON SWIH 9AT

8 July 1982
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THE WORKERS REVOLUTIONARY PARTY'S YOUTH TRAINING
CENTRE IN LIVERPOOL: ALLEGATIONS BY MR. DAVID
ALTON, M.P. ) '

Thank you for your letter of 2 July about the line
which the Prime Minister might take were she asked in the
House about the allegations, and the outcome of the investi-
gations into them, about which I wrote on 24 June.

We agree that the Prime Minister should decline to
comment on this, resting on the fact that Mr. Alton is the
subject of an action for defamation from Miss Redgrave
because of his allegations.

You may wish to offer the Prime Minister the following
form of words:

"T understand that allegations about this
organisation are the subject of actions for
defamation and are sub Jjudice. It would
teTreIore not be appropriate for me to
comment onl the possible accuracy or other-

wise of the allegations".
'é'\/‘] e~
2 =
Lot
e
C. J. WALTERS

W.F.S.Rickett, Esq.







10 DOWNING STREET

From the Principal Private Secretary

SIR ROBERT ARMSTRONG

YOUTH TRAINING CENTRES

I have shown the Prime Minister your

minute A07546 of 17 February, and she is con-
tent, subject to the views of the other
recipients of your minute, for you to write
to Mr. Michael Rubinstein in the terms of

the draft attached to your minute.

I am sending copies of this minute to
the recipients of yours.

19 February 1982
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Mr. Michael Rubinstein rang me up at 12, 30 pm today, speaking on behalf

of his client, Miss Vanessa Redgrave.

2. His attention had been drawn to an Answer given by the Prime Minister in
the House of Commons on 16th February (O.R, 16th February, cols. 143-and 144)
about allegations of abuses taking place at so~called Youth Training Centres set
up by the Workers Revolutionary Party, He wished to draw attention to the fact
that the allegations to which Mr. Steel referred were the subject of actions for
defamation against Mr, David Alton MP, There are Fhree sﬁch actions out-
standing. Similar writs had been issued last August against The Times and the
Daily Express; in those cases the actions had been settled and the newspapers
concerned had paid Miss Redgrave's costs. Mr, Rubinstein thought that the
Prime Minister might not have been aware that libel actions against Mr. Alton
were sub judice at the present time, when she gave her Supplementary Answer,

3 I said to Mr. Rubinstein that it did not seem to me that the Prime
Minister had said anything in Parliament which could be regarded as prejudicial
to the actions in question, It was clearly right, however, that she should be
aware that actions of this kind were sub judice, in case questions of the kind
arose later, I therefore undertook to ensure that she was aware of what
Mr. Rubinstein had told me,

4, I now attach a copy of a confirmatory letter which Mr. Rubinstein has sent
to me. You will see that Mr, Rubinstein suggests that, in the light of what he
says, I may wish him to call upon me to discuss the implications of the Prime

Minister's involvement in matters which are sub judice., I do not believe that

any useful purpose would be served by my inviting Mr. Rubinstein to call upon

me: if there were to be any contact of that kind, it should be via the Treasury
e ———

Solicitor (or the Attorney General, if it came to that), I therefore propose,

subject to your comments and the comments of those to whom I am copying this

minute, to reply on the lines of the draft attached.




B, I am sending copies of this minute and of Mr, Rubinstein's letter and the
relevant page of the Official Report to the Legal Secretary to the Law Officers

and to the Treasury Solicitor., I should be grateful for their advice and commaents

on my draft reply to Mr. Rubinstein, Iam also sending a copy of these papers

to the Private Secretary to the Lord President, in case the Lord President is
asked about Early Day Motion No, 196 in the course of Questions on his business
statement; and to the Private Secretary to the Home Secretary, in view of the

subject matter.

ROBERT ARMSTRONG

17th February, 1982
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Sir Robert AI‘mStI‘ODg, FILE No.
Cabinet Office, . CONFIDENTIAL

70 Whitehall,
London, SWLA 2AS.
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As I told you on the telephone at about 12-30 p.m. today, Miss Vanessa
Redgrave is a Client of my firm. On her behalf we have commenced three actions
for defamation against Mr. David Alton, M.P., concerning Youth Training, an
organisation of which she is, as is well-known, the Chairman. Two of the
writs were issued on the 5th August, 1981, co-Defendants in those actions
being respectively Times Newspapers Limited and Express Newspapers Limited.
The Times and the Daily Express each published a letter from Miss Redgrave
and paid her costs for proceeding against them and those actions are therefore
pending now only against Mr. Alton.

Two of the libel actions were commenced on the 5th August, 1981, and
related to allegations by Mr. Alton that the Workers! Revolutionary Party of
whose Central Committee Miss Vanessa Redgrave is a member, and Youth Training
which was originally sponsored by the WRP were responsible for inciting youth
to riot last summer in those areas where Youth Training centres.had already
been opened, notably in Toxteth and Brixton.

A third action was commenced on the 5th February, 1982, against Radio
City (Sounds of Merseyside) Limited and Mr. Alton, in respect of defamatory
allegations broadcast on the 29th January and on the 2nd February, 1982.
Although the writ has been served on Solicitors acting respectively for the
Radio City company, the First Defendants, and Mr. David Alton, M.P., the Second
Defendant, a Statement of Claim has not yet been served in .this action. From
the report of proceedings in Parliament yesterday on page 4 of today's Times
it appears that Mr. David Steel, M.P., the Leader of the Liberal Party, in a
supplementary question to the Prime Minister drew her attention to an early
day motion tabled in the Commons referring specifically to the aforementioned
broadcast on the 29th January, 1982. The fact that that is, as I have
explained, the subject of pending proceedings certainly Mr. Alton must and
presumably Mr. Steel would have known at the time. I appreciate that the
Prime Minister may very well have been unaware of the pending proceedings by
the three actions brought against Mr. Alton when she said in reply to Mr. Steel,
as reported in The Times, "... I do not know the truth or otherwise of what is
contained in the motion, but I assume it is true because it was put down -
(Protests) - I assume it is true for the purpose of this question. /If what it
says is correct, and I assume it is, it is serious that young people have been
trained in anti-police methods and indoctrinated with extreme revolutionary
groups without the knowledge of public figures on Merseyside whose names were
originally used in support of this scheme. /I take any such allegation extremely
seriously and will investigate it.". The allegation of training in anti-police
methods and any such indoctrination given to those who attend the Youth
Training centres for training in trades and skills is the specific allegation
which is the subject of the third action involving Mr. Alton. The suggestion
that the criminal activities were undertaken without certain parties being
informed is insignificant beside the allegation that they have been undertaken

at all.




10 DOWNING STREET

From the Principal Private Secretary 15 February 1982

BNewu (o0

WORKERS REVOLUTIONARY PARTY ,;
FORMATION OF YOUTH TRAINING CENTRES

]

Thank you for your letter of 12 February

1982 about the attempts of the Workers'
Revolutionary Party to have their Youth

Training Centres registered as a charity.

I have shown this to the Prime Minister,
and she has taken note of the present position.

Joa am,
e e

Colin Walters Esq.,
Home Office.
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Application was made to the Charity Commission on 1 March 1981
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10 DOWNING STREET

From the Principal Private Secretary

SIR ROBERT ARMSTRONG

WORKERS REVOLUTIONARY PARTY:
YOUTH TRAINING CENTRES

I have shown the Prime Minister your
minute A04366 of 3 March 1981 about the
Workers Revolutionary Party's plans to open
youth training centres, and she has noted
what is being done to prompt the Chief
Charity Commissioner to ask for detailed
information about the activities of these
centres, should the WRP apply for the
registration of the centres as a charity.

.

4 March 1981

SECRET.




