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" EXOCET: SUNDAY TIMES ALLEGATIONS

1. THE FRENCH MINISTRY OF DEFENCE ISSUED LAST NIGHT (25 JULY) THE
_FOLLOWING STATEMENT ON THE SUNDAY TIMES STORY:
- "*THE MINISTRY OF DEFENCE RECALLS THAT AS SOON AS THE ARGENTINES
INVADED THE FALKLANDS THE GOVERNMENT SUSPENDED ALL AUTHORISATION FOR
SALES MISSIONS AND THE NEGOTIATION, SALE AND EXPORT OF WAR MATERIAL
DR RELATED MATERIAL TO ARGEKTINA, THIS TOTAL EMBARGO WAS FULLY

RESPECTED AND NO DELIVERY OF WAR MATERIAL HAS BEEN MADE TO THIS
COUKTRY SIKCE THE BEGINNING OF HOSTILITIES,

I X ADDITION CHARLES HERNU, THE MINISTER OF DEFENCE, |N FULL
AGREEMENT WITH CLAUDE CHEYSSON, THE MINISTER FOR EXTERNAL RELAT\ONS,
cavE lNSTRumONs 'nm' NO TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE OF A MILITARY s.mme
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SHOULD BE GIVEN TO AKRGENTINA, AND IN PARTICULAR THAT KO WORK SHOULD

BE DONE ON MATER| AL USED IN URITS OPERATING IN THE DIRECTION (¥

THE FALKLANDS, A q;'
THE GOVERNMENT THEREFORE FEELS THAT IT HAS ENTIRELY FULFILLEB&!TS

OBLIGATIONS DERIVING FROM 1TS COMPLETE SOLIDARITY WITH OUR BR| WSH

FRIENDS,

AN ENQUIRY IS UNDER WAY TO SEE WHETHER THE ABOVE |NSTRUCTICNS WERE
PESPECTED.?* .
2. THE SUNDAY TIMES ARTICLE HAS ARCUSED CCNSIDERABLE | XTEREST |N
THE FRENCH PRESS WITH MOST PAPERS REPORTING FACTUALLY AND IN A
NEUTRAL TORE THE ALLEGATIONS AKD THE FRENCH MOD’S STATEMENT. THE
EDITORIAL IN THIS MORNING'S MATIN (PRO—GOVERAMERT) SAYS THAT WHETHER
THE ALLEGATIONS ARE TPUE OR ROT THE EPISODE ILLUSTRATES THE ‘PROBLENS
THAT CAN ARISE WHEN A COUNTRY BECOMES ONE OF THE WORLD’S LEADING '
ARMS SUPPLIERS, s
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