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YOUR TELNO 309 z AIRCRAFT FOR FALKLAND ISLANDS

1. | HAVE TAKEN SOUNDINGS FROM GENERAL MATTHE VIA QUR CONTACT
WITH GENERAL RODRIGUEZ AND RECEIVED A CAUTIQUS REPLY.

2. MATTHEI

FoR U;:@q;;@ 'E}’F—Tkpch S ON THE FALKLANDS, SINCE HE THoUGHT_ THIS
WOULD PUT CHILE IN A DIFFICULT FOSTTION WITH ARGENTINA. NOR WAS
ME AT ALL KEEN TO ALLOW US TO STAGE BRITISH-REGISTERED AIRCRAFT
THROUGH CHILE To THE FALKLANDS
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4. THE CHILEAN AIR FORCE REACTION TO THIS REQUEST UNDERLINES
THIER SENSITIVITY OVER SUCH MATTERS, THEY ARE MOST ANX1OUS TO
HELP BUT MUST USUALLY BE Cl?CW-EFv¢SCAPE ROUTE SO THAT THEY CAN
DENY DIRECT INVOLVMENT SHOULD ANY CRITICISM BE DIRECTED AT THEM
SUBSEQUENTLY. THIS ATTITUDE CONTRASTS SHARPLY WITH THAT OF THE
CHILEAN NAVY REPORTED IN MY TELEGRAM KUMBER 373. THE REASON COULD
RE SIMPLY THAT SHIPS ARE HARDER To CONCEAL THAN AIRCRAFT, BUT WE
ALSO KNoW FROM PREVIQUS EXPERIENCE THAT THE NAVY ARE APT TO
OVERPLAY THEIR HAuD.
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