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TO IMMEDIATE FCO

TELEGRAM MUMBER 412 OF 24 AUGUST
AND TO IMMEDIATE WASHINGTON

INFO IMMED|ATE UKMIS HEW YORK

MIPT

US/ANGOLA: PRESIDENT DOS SANTOS

i. PRES|DENT DOS SANTOS REFERRED TO THE MESSAGE FROM

THE STATE DEPARTMENT RECEIVED THROUGH THE EMBASSY PRIOR TO
AMBASSADOR WISNER'S VISIT (WASHINGTON TELMO 022 TO LUANDA) WHICH
INCLUDED REFERENCE TO CBi. HE SA|D ANGOLA HAD MORE OR LESS AGREED
THE ITEMS RELATING TO THE CB) WITH THE U S BUT THERE WAS A PROBLEM
OF GEOGRAPH|C PARALLELS. THE U S DELEGATION HAD SUGGESTED AS A COM-
PROMISE THE LINE OF DEFENCE OF MOCAMEDES AS THE POINT FOR WITH-
DRAWAL OF CUBAN FORCES AND PLAN SWAPO FORCES WITHIN ANGOLA. THE
PRESIDENT WISHED ME TO CONVEY TO THE U S GOVERNMENT THAT HE

ACCEPTED THE MOCAMEDES LINE OF DEFENCE A COM E SOLUTION.

2. THE PRESI SO WIoT ME TO COMVELY THAT HE AGREED THAT
THERE SHOULD BE A MEETING OF MILITARY OFFICIALS IN CAPE VERDE TO
FINALISE DETAILS OF THE PROGRAMME OF THE PERIOD OF CESSATION OF
HOSTILITIES BEFORE |MPLEMENTATION.

3. GRATEFUL WASHINGTON INFORM THE STATE DEPARTMENT. | DiD NOT

ASK ABOUT TIMING OR PRACTITAL DETAITS AS REGARDS GABE VERDE. YOU
SHOULD ALSO TELL THE STATE DEPARTMEMT THAT THE CAPE VERDE AMBASSADOR
DELIVERED A MESSAGE TO THE PRESIDENT YESTERDAY FROM PRES|DENT
PEREIRA OF CAPE VERDE.
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MY TELNO 411: PRESIDENT DOS SANTOS:COMMENT

1. | DID NOT ASCERTAIN WHETHER THE PRESIDENT'S REMARKS ADDRESSED
ORALLY WITHOUT HOTES TO THE PRIME MINISTER WERE ALSO |NTENDED FOR
THE AMERICANS AS A FOLLOW UP TO THE WISNER VISIT. | ASSUME FROM
THE CONTEXT (IE EXPLAINING WHAT HE HAD TOLD THE AMERICANS) THAT
IT WAS NOT BUT WISNER MAY GIVE A CLEARER INDICATION OF NEXT STEPS
WHEN BRIEF ING THE CONTACT GROUP,

5. |T WAS CLEAR THAT THE PRIME MINISTER'S MESSAGE HAD MADE AN
IMPACT. YOU MAY WISH TO CONSIDER A_FURTHER ENCOURAGING REPLY.

3. PART OF THE PRESIDENT'S INTROBUCTORY HiSTORICAL EXPLANATION OF
THE ANGOLAN POSITION MAY HAVE BEEN DUE TO HIS DISCOVERY THAT WE
HAD LOBBIED MACHEL .NEVERTHELESS DOS SANTOS WAS IN GQOD HUMOUR

AND VERY RELANED AND REASOMABLE EVEN CHUCKLING AT SOME POINTS
WHEN DESCRIBING THE COINCIDENCES BETWEEN ATTEMPS AT CUBAN
WITHDRAWAL AND RENEWED SOUTH AFRICAN ATTACKS.

L. THE EXACT SCENARIO AS PAINTED (N PARA 15 OF T U R WAS MOT
CLEAR BUT EVEN TO SAY THAT ANGOLA WOULD CONSIDER WITHDRAWAL OF SOME
CUBANS WHEN SOUTH AFRICAN FORCES HAD REACHED 1300 STRONG WITHIN
NAMIBIA IS A REAL ACHIEVEMENT FOR THE NEGOTIATIONS.THIS

MEZEKGE TO THE PRIME MINISTER SEEMS AN APPEAL TO US TO UNDERSTAND
ANGOLA'S WORRIES *”Df1EE«E}Elli;EQMIﬁE,EﬁﬂﬁiiilE“3 SHE CAN
REASONABLY MAKE. '

5. YOU WILL NO DOUBT WISH TO CONSIDER WHATEVER BRIEFING THE

AMER ICANS HAVE GIVEN IN LONDON AND WASHINGTON BEFQRE DECIDING

THE LINE TO TAKE WITH THE AMERICANS. ON THE FACE OF IT THIS
ggaﬁiét PROGRESS AND WE SHOULD ENCOURAGE THEM NOT TO PUSH TOO MUCH
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