UNCLASSIFIED COVERING
CONFIDENTIAL

As per attached distribution list

COMMONWEALTH GOVERNMENTS' REACTIONS TO FALKLANDS CRISIS

T8, Attached is a list of Commonwealth Governments' reactions
to the Falklands crisis as at 1 October. Reactions from the
Dependent Territories have also been noted.

1 October 1982 COMMONWEALTH COORDINATION DEPARTMENT

UNCLASSIFIED COVERING CONFIDENTIAL
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Statement "strongl
No specific mention
to SG's letter. 'L

following recapture of

sjr.d
O 0
Lo :"I‘l")l)
(1] I3
A n fL

Robust and helpful line and statements.

Recalled Ambassador. Returned 21 April.
Passing_reports from BA and other information
to UK. Banped military shipments. Cancelled
Defence College visit. Ban on imports and
export credit. Helpful statement on recapture
of S. Georgi Canadian House of Commons
motion. Canadlans will urge interlocutors’ to
abstain as far as possible.

S
After long silence prior to recapture of Sguth
Georgia, initizally declined to make "an ‘
independent statement" but undertook not to say
anything "adverse". However statement
published on 24 May referred to SCR 502 but
condemned "the retention at the end of the 20th
century of the last remnants of colonalism"
We remonstrated, and the speech subseaueqtly
made “by the u"peus Foreign Minister in Havana
was apparently in milder language although the
message remained essentially the same. A further
statement, issued on 21 June and quoting the Havana
speech, confirmed that this remained the Cyprus
Government's pesition. Instructions to &bstain
in General Committee vote (21 September).

Robust letter to Prime Minister. Robust
message to UNSG.

Robust statement by PM. "Understanding and
support" at official level after recapture of
South Georgia. Helpful in Committee of 24.
UK can count on "continued support at UNGA and
in Committee of 24".

The Geambia Robust Government statement. Helping with
refuelling and overflights of Task Force planes.
Mrs Thatcher sent personal message in April.
Entered reservation on NAM communique.

Response unlikely because of domestic crises.
But Ghana "would not condemn Britain, nor
support Argentina" Instructions to Missions
on these lines. Entered reservation on NAM
scvatement. After Argentine lobbying, MFA said
"now was not the time to open a debate on
sovereignty".

/Grenada
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*+Jamaica

*Kiribati

*+Lesotho
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UN /NAM before and after recapture of &. Georgia.
Entered reservation on NAM statement after some
attempt at Havana to amend it. Keen to help us.
Not optimistic that support in NAM would affect
pro-,rgentine tilt, tut thought that likelv to be
more effective in UNGA.
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H
o
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}
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Lukewarm: appealing to ''all parties'' to seek a
''"peaceful resolution''. PM privately does not
approve either of Argentine or UK action over South
Georgia. DRHC thinks in public India '' will probably
try to maintain some sort of balance’ but that
Indian sympathies ''essentially with us''. This
could change if international opinion turned against
UK. India would '"'try (repeat try) to ensure.a
moderate consensus'' in NAM, but would find it
difficult not to support call for negotiations

(15 September). PM ''made no particular response''
to Mr Nott's personzl appeal during his visit.

Robust statement. As deputyv PM recentlyv told

Mr Onslow, maintained firm stance in 0AS. Some
attempt at Havana to change language of NAM statement
subseguent reservation. Continued ''general

+

sympathy and support''. Glad to see ''resumption cf
contact'' with Argentinaza not ruled out''. Vit Reacs
to speak right'' in NAM and UNGA (17 September),
nrovided not isolated.

Robust statements (one in UNGA). TIntered

reservation on NAM statement. Kenva would supnort
in UN even if NAM position different; President also
continuing chairman of OAU.

Robust statement in message to Argentine Covernment
condemning invasion (made public).

Response to SG expressing ''deep concern''.

Helpful in NAM. PM '"'saw no difficulty about
support'' over £. Georgia but would need to consulr.
Statement in National Assembly in support of & Ger reil
Entered reservation on NAM statement. Lesotho's
support for Britain reiterated by Lesotho High
Commissioner on 25 May. No reason why Lesotho's
''"pasically pro-UK attitude'' should change. *greed
Argentine demand for negotiations leading to sover-
eignty inappropriate.

President's robust reply to PM: moral backing for us¢
of force if necessary. Robust statement. Presiden:
assured that he ''fully supported British action ir

S. Atlantic'' following recapture of S. Georgia and
further hostilities. President's ''deep sorrow'' at
losses of HMS- ''Sheffield’'' and Harriers. Ter--nul
message of congratulations from President following
Argenti: e surrender. Senior Official at MFA ''tounk
on board'' UK points but no significant reaction.

(17 Senterher) A s
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UNGA“ (20

Malta Government remained aloof throughout d made
no statement. Avoided participation in
Council of Europe vote; but in conversation
with BHC xor51gn Minister said Malta "committ
in support". During televised debate at
beginning of May, however, he said that too
much attention was being given to the issue.
Expected to "remain unhelpful" at UNGA.

*+Mauritius Robust reply to Ramphal quoting Security Counc_l
' instructions. Robust statement. Congratulace:
on recapturing S. Georgia. PM "sympathetic"
after further military action. Did notattend
NAM and do not know if reservation entered. Will
support UK over non-resumption of early
negotiations.

*New Zealand Robust statem e f support. Broken
diplomatic re i Suppo-t at UN. Cance_;v“
|

Argentine fli chedule. Ban on trade, suppl
of arms/milit ary material, export credits.
"Support of (NZ) Govermment" for action taken

to recapture S. Georgia. Loan of frigate.
Congratulatory private message to PM and positive
public statement following Araentine surrender.
New. Zealand prepared to vote against UN
Resolution on 22 September.

*+Nigeria Message to Fli, acknowledged by her. Helpful
statement. nstructions to be nelnful in NAN;
Support for ”genuine negotiations”", self-
determination, appreciation of UK mood. Official
"foresaw instructions" sent accordingly to UN,

*Papua New Guinea Robust statement by PM PNG. To make feelings
known through international bodies. Responded
to SG quoting statement Told Argentine
Government that unless comnlles w:tn SCR 502 PHNG
will break off diplomatic relations. Assurance
of cortinued support ter recapture of S. Georgisza.
New Government confirmed would follow similar
(sympathetic) line to predecessor. Agreed to be
helpful in UNGA and "to givexsupport to Argentine
resolutions”.

*+Saint Lucia Strong stat

‘+Sa1£ Vincent and Robust
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*+Singapore

*+Solomon
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Statement views developments 'with great concern'
Mrs Thatcher sent personal message in April.
Ambassador UN instructed to 'condemn Argentine
action in strong terms'. SLG providing extensive
facilities for bunkering and refuelling etc of

Task Force. Support after recapture of S.Georgia.
Helpful in NAM. Presidential message welcoming
cessation of fighting, acknowledged by Mrs ‘Thatcher
Very helpful statement in Committee of 24.°°

Fairly robust statement although no snec;+1c

mention of support for UK. Robust reply- from
PM to PM's message. Eateied wsiiation w NAM smizment.

"
a
"

statement. Government has also sent
SG of UN and to SG of Commonwealth.
of support to Prime Minister.
to PM letter. "Wholly sympathetic”
tc recapture S. Georgia. Cabinet
has endorsed continued support for UK position.
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Prime Minister "condemns use of
no specific support for UK.
NAM.

Statement expressing "great concern” at

invasion and supporting SCR 502. Instructions
on similar lines sent to New York. Following

S. Georgia and other hostilities PM and I

gave assurances of continued support in UN and
generally. Entered reservation on NAM statement

Statement “eg:eus Argentine military actions

but no specific mention of support for UK.
Letter to PM from President expressing "sympathy"
over Falklands problem. "Wholly sympathetic™
response from Foreign Minister after recapture

f S. Georgia and "no tendency" at highest level
to criticise even if force used to remove
Argentines. NAM position not known. President
nr:vauely expressed pleasure at Falklands outcome.

/*Tonga
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Distribution

Private Secretary

Mr Warren-Cash

PS/PUS

Sir Ian Sinclair

Sir J Bullard

Sir J Leahy

Mr Wright

Mr Giffard

Lord Bridges

Mr Ure

Mr Squire

Mr Gillmore

Mr Aust

Heads of:-
EKGD
UND
Defence Dept

Planning Staff

News Dept

ERD

ECD(E)
Information Dept
Consular Dept
POD

SAmD

PUSD

NAD

SPD

SAD

WAD

SEAD

SED

MCAD

SAfD

CAfD

WIAD

= "S/No 10 Downing Street
- Cabinet Office




CII!IS New VYork A

British High Commissions:

Canberra , Freetown
Nassau : Singapore

Dacca Honiara

Bridgetown Colombo

Belmopan Mbabane

Gaborone Dar es Salaam

Bandar Seri Begawan, Crunei Nuku'alofa

Ottawa Port of Spain

Nicosia Kampala

Suva Vila

Banjul Lusaka

Accra Harare

Georgetown Office of British High Commissions:
New Delhi St Johns

Kingston St George's

Nairobi Castries
Tarawa Kingstown
Maseru

Lilongwe

Kuala Lumpur

Valletta

Port Louis

Wellington

Lagos

Port Moresby

Victoria




