
403. Message From British Prime Minister Thatcher to

President Reagan

1

London, October 25, 1982

Begins

We are now approaching a debate on the Falklands at the United

Nations General Assembly with the vote expected on 4 November.

This is, as you will appreciate, of considerable importance to us and I

wanted to let you know personally how strongly we feel about it.

The Argentine draft
2

is wholly unacceptable to the British Govern-

ment and to the British people. It suggests that the maintenance of the

present status of the Islands is a threat to world peace and must be

ended whatever the people of the Islands may want: it recalls three

earlier Argentine-inspired resolutions which were unacceptable to us

and which the United States also declined to support: it refers to pro-

nouncements of the Non-Aligned Movement which prejudged the dis-

pute in Argentina’s favour and dismissed the legitimate rights of the

inhabitants of the Islands: and it calls upon us to resume negotiations.

Negotiations were of course in progress earlier this year
3

when

Argentina launched her military assault on the Islands without provo-

cation or warning. Argentina subsequently ignored the appeals and

instructions of the Security Council. Her action was widely condemned

as a breach of the most important provisions of the UN Charter.

I am sure that you will understand how offensive it is to us that

Argentina now comes before the General Assembly to seek a resump-

tion of the negotiations which she herself broke off. The hypocrisy of

this approach is shown up by the determination of the authorities in

Buenos Aires (whatever their spokesman may say in New York) to

keep open the option of a resumption of hostilities. Moreover it is

clear that Argentina still contemplates only one possible outcome to

negotiations with Britain—the transfer of the Islands to Argentina in

defiance of the wishes of the people. To support her in the coming

debate would be to encourage her in this unprincipled ambition and

thus to set back the cause of peace. There can be no resolution of

this issue until there is a fundamental change of heart on the part of

Argentina. You will understand our insistence that the principles of

the United Nations Charter, including those of self-determination and
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Source: Reagan Library, Roger W. Fontaine Files, [Falklands 11/01/1982–11/14/

1982]. Confidential. Wright sent the message to Clark under an October 26 covering

note. (Ibid.) Printed from a copy found attached to Document 405.
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See footnote 4, Document 397.
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See Document 11.
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the non-use of force, are as applicable to this as to other interna-

tional problems.

We have deeply appreciated the great help and understanding

which we have received from the USA since the crisis burst upon us

at the beginning of April. I now ask for your help once more in support-

ing us in the vote on the resolution at the United Nations.

Ends.

404. Action Memorandum From the Assistant Secretary of State

for Inter-American Affairs (Enders), the Assistant Secretary

of State-Designate for European Affairs (Burt), and the

Assistant Secretary of State for International Organization

Affairs (Newell) to Secretary of State Shultz

1

Washington, October 28, 1982

SUBJECT

U.S. Position on Falklands Resolution

Issue for Decision

Whether we should vote for a modified Argentine UN resolution

on the Falklands.

Essential Factors

On October 25, we communicated to the Argentines our approved

position on the UN Falklands Resolution (Tab 1).
2

They responded

October 27 in two separate channels. Foreign Minister Aguirre Lanari

told Ambassador Shlaudeman that Argentina would eliminate all refer-

ences to the Non-Aligned Movement if we would commit ourselves

to vote for the resolution (Tab 2).
3

This change would remove the draft
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Source: Department of State, Central Foreign Policy File, P890116–0020. Secret;

Exdis. Sent through Eagleburger. Drafted by N.S. Smith on October 27; cleared by M.

Kozak. Neither Smith nor Kozak initialed the memorandum.
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Attached at Tab 1 but not printed is telegram 301044 to Buenos Aires, USUN, and

London, October 26, which summarized Enders’s October 25 meeting with Garcia del

Solar at which Enders presented the U.S. position approved in Document 402.
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Attached at Tab 2 but not printed is telegram 6146 from Buenos Aires, October

27, in which Shlaudeman related an exchange with Aguirre Lanarri on the UN resolution

at a social occasion the previous evening.
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