PRIME MINISTER

State Visit of Queen Beatrix

I attach a short brief for your talks with Queen Beatrix
after lunch tomorrow, At her request, no record will be taken,
Only Mr., Pym and Mr. van den Broek, and possibly Prince Claus,

will attend.  You will presumably use the White Drawing Room.

I also attach a copy of the brief provided for The Queen
on the State Visit, You will wish to glance at this before tonight's
State Banquet. I have highlighted the passages which I suggest
you should read.

Please note in particular:-

Flag A: Role of the Dutch Monarchy

Flag B: The opening years of Queen Beatrix

Flag C: A personality note on The Queen

Flag D: A personality note on Prince Claus

Flag E: A personality note on the new Foreign Minister

Flag F: Topics for conversation, and topics to be avoided
(Princess Irene, the Second World War and

Prince Claus, Prince Bernhard)

Beatrix is pronounced Bax—a—trixl She is called "Your Majesty'".
Prince Claus is called "Your Highness",

I shall let you have separately a draft for your after-lunch

remarks.

A-3-C

/ o

16 November, 1982,
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CONFIDENTIAL

ASSESSMENT PAPER: THE NETHERLANDS

SECTION I: INTRODUCTION

1. The Netherlands is one of the most industrially and
agriculturally advanced countries in the Western world wi

GDP per caput (1981) of £4,800, It is the most influenti

and most active of the smaller EC member states. Its ro
international affairs has consistently been greater than the
size of its population (141/4 million) would warrant. The
Netherlands has a long-standing record of staunch support for
democracy and human rights. The Dutch are noted for
commercial and financial acumen, for taking a pragmatic

view of world affairs, and for generosity towards the develop-
ing world. The Netherlands was one of the founder members of

the EC, the Council of Europe, NATO, the IMF and the OECD.

Anglo-Netherlands relations are extremely close. This is
partly a question of geography and of history, but it finds
fullest expression in the flourishing commercial relationship
and the common membership of the EC and of NATO. Queen

Beatrix pays a State Visit in November 1982,

SECTION II: BRITISH INTERESTS

The Community. The Dutch strongly supported British

i

entry, and have remained generally helpful - eg, in the lon

)

battle to achieve a settlement of our budget problem. Th

1
-~ 4

interests on Community matters do not, however, alwayvs coincide

CONFIDENTIAL
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un-European'
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million
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certain proportion

Defence.

port for NA least

position of the Netherlands
ther smaller members,

cision on

they

INF modernisation but still have

tend to see the UK as

' and insular on ce

Netherlands

of

is

importance to continued Dutch

because of the key geographical
o

and the influence of the Dutch on

The Dutch accepted the 1979 NATO

to decide whether

or not to allow INF warheads to be stationed on their soil.

is

o
@<

forces,

—

close relationship between the UK and Netherlands

particularly the two Navies.

of

(iv) Energy. The UK and the Netherlands have a number

e B - A

interests in common because of their status as the two largest

sources of natural energy (oil, gas) in| the Community. Roval

Dutch/Shell Transport and Trading is one of the best known of

the oil multinationals. The two countries are also partners,

together with the FRG, in URENCO - a tripartite organisation

for the development, construction and operation of gas

~

entrifuge enrichment

plants.

Investment. UK investment in the Netherlands stood

(book value, excluding o0il, banking and

to have

a number of major

19
il

the best known are Shell d
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British Community. There are som

ing in the Netherlands and the number is steadilv incr

-

They are engaged for the most part in business/commer

also in a wide variety of other occupations - reflectji

free movement of labour within the Community.

(vii) Tourism. Dutch visitors to the United Kingdom spent

£82 million (provisional) in 1981 compared with £106.8 mil

(revised) in 1980,

SECTION III: DUTCH INTERESTS IN.THE UK

(1) European Community. The Dutch continue to value

membership and wish to see her play a positive
Community. An important element in this is
the UK as a counterweight to the influence of France

FRG.

(ii) Trade. The UK is the fourth largest ma
for Dutch exports, of which it took 3,407 million in 1980

(representing 6% of total UK imports).

(iii) Defence. The majority of the country remains

favour of NATO membership, and therefore has an intere

effective UK defence posture.

/SECTION IV:

CONFIDENTIAL
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BRITISH OBJECTIVES

maintaln and increase our share of the Dutch market.

dissuade the Dutch from any move (such as unilatera
the stationing of INF missiles or nuclear disarma-

would reduce their effectiveness as a member of

seek Dutch ,support on questions of particular
cé to us within the EC, especially over the Budget,
taking account of Dutch susceptibilities as a smaller

the Community,

SECTION V: MEANS IN SUPPORT OF OBJECTIVES

(i) British Missions. We maintain an Embassy at the seat

of government in The Hague, with a UK based staff of 32 and a
and a Consulate-General in
the national capital, with a UK based staff of 3 and

engaged staff of 13. The Consul-General in Amsterdam

formally accredited to the Netherlands Antilles but

in fact cover them.

Export promotion. The Embassy's principal activities

of man hours are work relating to Community and NATO

frequently meet
NATO and other occasions,

between officials

CONFIDENTIAL




CONFIDENTIAL

(iv) Access to decision makers. Embassy staff have

and frequent access to members of the Dutch Cabinet, Government

machine, Parliament, business community and media.

(v) British Council. The British Council are active and

effective in .a country where English is very widely spoken and

British culture and traditions frequently emulated.

THREATS TO AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR BRITISH INTERESTS
Public and indeed official opinion in the Netherlands is
not yet fully convinced of the strength of the British commit-
ment to the Community. It is important that we should demonstrate
forcibly and at every level our determination to play that part
in the Community which the Dutch (and others) expect of us and

which HM Government have repeatedly stated is their objective.

8. Opposition to nuclear weapons and to a lesser extent to
NATO in general has recently been on the increase in the
Netherlands, The consequences for the effectiveness of the
Dutch contribution to NATO are obvious. The remedy lies in the
hands of the Dutch themselves, although we should continue to
remind them of the seriousness with which HMG and other NATO
allies would regard unilateral action, eg, to postpone further

a decision on the stationing of INF weapons or to drop NATO

nuclear tasks.

9. Contacts with the Dutch are particular y easvy.

variety of reasons they are unusually Anglophile.

CONFIDENTIAL
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University of Hamb
science.,

April 1957, and served in Santo Domin

a "
1]

= 963-66 he worked in the Ministry of

as deputy head 'of a division of the Economic Policy and
Development Department. Remains deeply interested
affalrs and in the economic problems of developing
generally. He 'is Special Adviser to the Minister for
Development Cooperation and Chairman of the Dutch equivalent o
the organisation in charge of Voluntary Service

Married Princess Beatrix in March 1966 and

e,

Prince of the Netherlands. His age, membership
Youth, service with the Germ Wehrmacht, and

background

however behaved

succeeded in'winning
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CONFIDIENTIAL

HANS VAN DEN ' BROEK

Minister of 'Foreign Affairs (since 4 November)

Born in Paris, December 1936.
Spent the war years at school in London, where his

worked for Radio Oranje (after the war the father bec

proced o o A

{ . 4 e
Director of the:BBC World Service). Studied law

La

—

University. 1965-8 practised as solicitor

1969-76 Company Secretary and Accounts Manager

(manufacturers of artificial fibres) in Arnhem.

3

Was elected to the second chamber in 1976 for
Democrats (CDA). Became State Secretary for Forcign

in 1981, responsible for EC Affairs.

i

He is pragmatic and on the right of the CDA. A strong
supporter of NATO, and of INF deployment in the Netherlands,
though as Foreign Minister he will feel bound to speak with some
caution on the subject in public, given the delicacy of the
question for ' 'the new coalition. He is relatively inexperienced

but he is said to be looked on with favour by Lubbers, the new

Prime Minister.

A pleasant and friendly man, who speaks excellent English
and 1s generally, anglophile. Respected by his officials. e is

married with two children.

CONFIDENTIAL
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CONDIFIDENTIAI

ALNINL LAl

MADEMOISELLE F M DE

Director of the Queen's Cabinet

Born 1919. Studi

An able and

Cabinet

a powerful

in stature
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her role.

wWeaopons

Netherlands 'peace movement' is in the van in Western

-

Eyrope in opposing NATO's reliance on nuclear weapons. Queen

Beatrix may be interested in the recent report on this

by a Church of England Working Party.
P ——M

Civil Disturbances/Racial Problems

The two countries have some of these problems in common.
mid-October Amsterdam suffered its worst riotir
years when the polibe took action against the cits
ocal authorities have shown close

learned from Brixton/Toxteth.
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FULL NAME

PRONUNCIATION

ABBREVIATED FORM
OF NAME FOR USE
IN CONVERSATION

Her Majesty Queen Beatrix

Bay-a-trix
(short middle 'a')

Your Majesty

STANDARD
Ol

»
lﬂHHA‘.i_
FIEE ST . T

Lxcellent

His Royal Highness Prince Claus

'mouse’

Your Highness

(Foreign Minister)

Her hxénllency Mevrouw [=Mrs]
C Bischoff van Heemskerck

(Mistress of the Robes)

Me- (as in 'summer')
~vrouw (as in German
'frau')
Bischoff
(Bisch as in 'Bish')

van (to rhyme with
'won')

Heems- (Haims)
-Kerck (short 'e!
and 'r' rolled

slightly)

Mevrouw
Bischoff

llis bExcellency Mynheer [=Mr]
P J H Jonkman

(Grand Master)

My- (as in 'summer')

-nheer (as in 'near')

Jonk- (Yonk)

-man (to rhyme with
'one')

Mynheer
Jonkman

Very good

Very good




His Excellency
Vice-Admiral E Roest

(Adjutant-General)

R (rolled slightly)
oe (00)

st

Admiral Roest

-

Good .

<

lHis Excellency
Jonkheer [=Baronet]
J L R Huydecoper

(Netherlands Aumbassador)

Jonk- (Yonk)
~heer (hear)

Huy- (how)
decoper (as in English)

Jonkheer
Huydecoper/

Your Excellency

Ikxcellent

Mevrouw Huydecoper

Me- (as in 'summer')
~vrouw (as in German
"*frau')

Huydecoper (see above)

Mevrouw
Huydecoper

lkxcellent

Mevrouw I M de Graaf

(Director of the Queen's
Cabinet)

Me- (as in 'summer')

~vrouw (as in German
'frau')

de

G- (guttural)

~raaf (rahf)

Mevrouw
de Graaf

lxcellent

Mynheer P W Osieck

(Master of Ceremonies)

My- (as in 'summer')
-nheer (near)

0-
~-Sieck (seek)

Mynheer
Usieck

Good




Lieutenant-Colonel
P A Blusse van Oud-Alblas

(Master of the Household)

Blu- (as in 'I'rench
’ ; " .
-sse (as in 'say')
van (to rhyme with
Oud (as in 'out')
Al- (short 'a')
blas (short 'a')

bleu' )

'one')

Mevrouw H G Goudswaard

(Lady in Waiting)

Mevrouw (see above)
G- (guttural)
—oud- ('out')
-swaard (svahrt)

Colonel
’
Blusse

Mevrouw
Goudswaard

4

el P
Good 2

&

Major A Oudwater
(Aide-de-Camp)

Oud- ('out')
~-water (vahter)

Ma jor
Oudwater

Good

Colonel E Spierenburg

(Chief of Security)

Spier- (Speer)
~-Tren—

~bur-

-g (guttural)

Colonel

Spierenburg

Good

IF'ootnote

It will not be taken amiss
but use of these correct titles will glve particular pleasure.

(NB that in English the Director

used for 'Mynheer'

the Queen's Cabinet

1S

and 'Jonkheer' and Mrs

‘Migs’

not 'Mrs' de Graaf)

'"Mevrouw'




