PRIME MINISTER

” cc: Mr. Gow
j}{“ Miss Stephens
( L

g@ff David Clark seeks a fifth closure meeting. His

request is based on the announcement made by F. C. Lowe and Son,
a South Shields pet food firm, that they are closing a factory in
South Shields, with the loss of 100 jobs.

I know that you have said that you are always willing to
see Members on closures, but you have already seen David Clark
four times, and I am not sure there is much more you can say to
him., In fact, I think he mentioned the possibility of this
particular closure at your last meeting,

- Would you like me to commission from the Department
of Industry a draft letter, setting out the rationale
behind this company's decision, and saying that you
are not sure there would be much to be gained by yet
another meeting?

Or

Do you wish to see Dr. Clark again?

N

24 November 1982




10 DOWNING STREET
I am sure Dr. Clark will comply
if he can, so please go ahead
and request briefing.

With the compliments of

CAROLINE STEPHENS




10 DOWNING STREET

From the Private Secretary 26 November 1982

I tried to contact you on the telephone
today to suggest Tuesday 7 December at 1615
for a meeting with the Prime Minister to
discuss the closure of F.C. Lowe and Son in
your constituency. Mrs. Peggy Fenner will
attend the meeting and it will take place in
the Prime Minister's room at the House.

Could you kindly ring me on 930-4433 next
week to confirm that this time is convenient.

Dr. David Clark, M.P.
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22 November 1982

Rt Hon Margaret Thatcher MP
10 Downing Street
London W1

Dear Prime Minister

I am enclosing a news report from the Shields Gazette
of 20 November announcing yet another factory closure
in South Shields.

From our previous meetings I think you realise the
seriousness of the situation in the town but I would
once again like to avail myself of your offer to
meet any MP who suffers a factory closure.

I look forward to your reply.

Yours sincerely

Dr David Clark MP

Enc.
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GALE force winds forced
2 South Shields man and
his pregnant wife. from
their home last night only
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give-birth. -

Severe gusfs  caused

gaping cracks to split the -

gable wall of the home be-
longing to Wayne and
Denise Hayes at. Roman
Road. s
Electrician  Wayne, 25,
told the Gazette today: “i

was sitting with the tele- -

vision: on while Denise
made some supper.
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weather office at Newcastie
said gusts of wind Ilast
night reached gale force
ninc in Tyne and Wear.

Minister overt ''the s

rationalisation scheme.

Under the scheme, |
production  Is t0. | be

announced

manufactured sdog biscuils

the young girls who
wiorked here,” she said,

Mr ' Johin Allison, area or-
ganiser of the main union

switched 1o . the firm's

Sea union boss

. A.SOUTH Shields - based
National Union of Seamen
official has lashed out at

the Ministry of Defence “Now a Swedish vessel dulghﬁ;:- ;"’iénl’em#? \ETIQL reduced ' operaling = costs, ; S —— / Q@'Pﬂ? g2
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ships to run supplies to the £400,000 deal to take Pont- roods - essential for this group to | & l* /e L

Falklands when {there are acabins 1o the South Atlan- “{,0(:‘:.. - : - have all the manufacturting | & LER = AUSTIN MORRIS BOVER TRAIMPH

hundreds of British tic. I am disgusted at this . Now Mr Woods s advis- operations on one site.” E e P e S

seamen in the area unem- when there are so irany ing his members to write Following the BURROW STREET

ployed, : British. ships and - British to" their MPs 1o ' profest announcement  of  the SOUTH SHIELDS :
Mr Jim Woods, Nonthern  seamen laid up.” - about fereign ships being | redundancies in July, a 562451 1 ' B

area secretary of the NUS Mr Woods said news of used to carry.suppiles 1o spokesman for the fizm ; -

said there had heen three
instances in the past three
months of foreign vessels,
one Dane, one Norwezian
and one Swede, being used

to . ferry. supplies from the
Tees to " the “Falklands, ~
writes Richard Capstick.

the Swedish»charter came
particularly hard in a week
when a 26,000 tonne - Brit-
ish bulk carrier, the Lord
Curzon came to the Tyne

to lay .- up, making her
crew of 30 idle.

the Falklands.

A spokesman for the
Ministry of Defence said as
a general policy DBritish
ships were used,

I
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my members. Al I know is

for some time;

highlighled the high cost
element of operating two
factories undertaking simi.
Jar. functions 200 miles
apart.” .
Referring. ' to the job
losses, Mr S. E. H. Brook,
arcup chairman, said:
“This is the most
regretiable part of: the
operation, but in a market
where to be viable one has
to continuously sirive for

said they - had - suffivient
orders to carry on
production and there was
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! Hurry as the offer ends 31st December




