10 DOWNING STREET

THE PRIME MINISTER 14 December 1982

LM

Thank you for your letter of 4 December
about current security issues. You will

not expect me to comment in detail on the

points in your letter, but I %reatlv appreci-

ate your expression of loyalty and your offer of

help, which I will keep in mind.

Commander Anthony Courtney, O.B.E.




10 DOWNING STREET

From the Principal Private Secretary

SIR ROBERT ARMSTRONG

You have seen earlier correspondence between
the Prime Minister and Commander Anthony
Courtney about security matters. I enclose
for your information the latest instalment
in that correspondence, The Prime Minister
decided to send a general acknowledgement
and not to deal with the specifiec points
mentioned in Commander Courtney's letter.

14 December 1982




PRIME MINISTER

Mr. Howe has passed to me the attached

letter from Commander Courtney, which is

the successor to previous letters from
Commander Courtney about security, as you

will recall.

I suggest that, rather than commenting
on the Monday Club Press Release attached
to Commander Courtney's letter, you send
him a general acknowledgment in the attached
terms, and that if there are any points in
Commander Courtney's letter on which you
would like more detailed comments, I will

get them for you from Sir Robert Armstrong.

F e

13 December, 1982




MR. HOWE

You showed me the attached letter from Commander Courtney.
This is one of a series of letters from Commander Courtney,
and I suggest that we advise the Prime Minister to adopt a
similar technique to that used previously, i.e. that she
sends only the briefest reply to Commander Courtney and that
if there are any points in his letter which she thinks worth
following up or getting comments on, she then asks me to do
sO.

The sort of reply I have in mind is:
"Thank you for your letter of 4 December. I greatly
appreciate your expression of loyalty and your

offer of help, which I will keep in mind."

If you would like me to submit this from our office,

let me know. We did, in fact, deal with the earlier correspondence.

If you decide to submit it, please could you let me have a copy
to keep our file of correspondence with Commander Courtney up
to date,

10 December, 1982
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THE
MONDAY
CLUB

PRESS RELEASE AMNESTY FOR SPIES
RELEASE TIME:

12.00 NOON, THURSDAY,. 12th NOVEMBER, 1981.

AMNESTY FOR SFIES

For more than ten years the Monday Club has advocated the public
declaration of an Amnesty, under conditions of the greatest secrecy,
for British Agents of the Russian Intelligence Service.

This would counter the danger of Soviet reprisals against individuals
and enable them to come forward and confess. Sueh a2 move would destroy
overnight the confidence placed by the K.C.B. in agents now operating in

this country and would constitute the best means immediately available
of countering a continuing menace to our gecurity.

The proposal has been steadily opposed by the Foreign Office, resulting
in a growth of public doubt about the loyalty and efficiency of our
Secret Services, coupled with an increasing embarrassment to the
Government. Had our suggestion been implemented at the right time
much of our current trouble could have been avoided.

A Ceneral Amnesty of this description should be declared without further
delay, and proper political control re-established over the Foreign
Office, whose jrresponsibility and untrustwortriness in this field
cannot, in our view, be any longer tolerated.

Issued by Press Department, The Monday Club, 124 Newgate Street, London, E.C.1. U1-606 7815, 01-606 19 10







