CONFIDENTIAL

Foreign and Commonwealth Office

London SWIA 2AH

20 December 1982

Zimbabwe: Call on the Prime Minister by Mr Garfield Todd

As background for Mr Todd's call on the Prime Minister on
21 December, I attach a copy of the note of Mr Onslow's
conversation with Mr Todd on 17 December. Mr Todd presented
a mixed picture:

i:) Most whites had now settled down, but morale
was mixed. They had confidence in Mugabe,
but were worried by the behaviour of some of his
radicals, particularly the Hqome Affairs Minister,
Ushewokunze. Ian Smith retained the support of
few whites: most whites had become politically
apathetic;

Mugabe remained suspigcious of Nkomo, but relations
between the parties had improved. One serious
remaining problem was the continued detention of
the ZANU military leaders, Dabengwa and Masuku;
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The security situation in Matabeleland had also
improved although incidents of violence, including
occasional murder, continued;

iv) BMATT and our other military assistance was greatly
valued by the Zimbabweans and particularly the
white community.

I also attach a personality note on Mr Todd.
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A J Coles Esq

10 Downing Street
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. NOTE OF CONVERSATION BETWEEN MR ONSLOW AND SENATOR GARFIELD TODD:
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TODD, REGINALD STEPHEN GARFIELD

Born 13 July 1908 in Invercargill, New Zealand. Educated
in New Zealand, South Africa and the USA, becoming a Doctor
of Divinity at Butler University, USA. Went to Rhodesia, 1934
as superintendent of Dadaya Mission, Shabani, a post he
retained until 1953. Bought a cattle ranch nearby where he
still lives, and where he takes a great interest in the

i

running of the mission.

Entered Parliament 4n 1946. Involved in
beating African girls at his mission school, but found not
guilty. Became Prime Minister of Rhodesia, 1953. Replaced
as Prime Minister in 1958 after right-wing pressure built up
inside his Cabinet against his dictatorial conduct of policy
and his promotion of African advancement. TFailed to be
re-elected to Parliament. Associated himself with
in 1960 and thereby destroyed his reputation among

Europeans.

After initial hesitation
proposals and helped organise support for
finaneial and propaganda side. Following
Shabani was detained with daughter Judith during first week
of test of acceptability in January 1972 and taken to Gwelo
prison. Judith went on hunger strike and was force fed.
Subsequently allowed to return to his farm and confined there.
Allowed to visit South Africa for health reasons in late
1974 and to visit Britain for one months in February 1976.
Released from restriction in June in late 1974 and to visit
Britain for one months in February 19?‘.{“3'. Released from
restriction in June 1976. A,f[i@'-l:ﬂ)(-xl' of the Nkomo delegation to the
1976 Geneva Conference. :X;)pcl)i'ntmi by Mugabe as S:_t'}!‘.ui:cn‘ o ABEHCIB N

Highly regarded by the nationalists, and 0}:(5:1'1'(;1."&»;(:.&; some influence

behind the scenes. Finds it harder to let bygones be bygones
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PRIME MINISTER

MR. GARFIELD TODD

You said last week that you would
see him. We found it difficult to arrange
a time before Thursday. But he has now

sent the attached rather anguished letter.

We have therefore arranged for him to

come in at 1030 hours tomorrow.
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TELEPHONE: (Ol) 730 5723
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lessioner for Zimbabwe
that you would be ready to see me on Thursday
S0 deply distress tha will not '
because I leave 1 A lay evening and
on Christmas
have had
Ministers from
am devastated that I am to
well come to London again in
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Prime Minister

see yOu.
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21th are deeply concerned for our people i Britain ...
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amily's link was severed in 186¢ and we wish you

very well, he utmost

significance and

Garfield Todd.
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Mr John Farr MP telephoned
this morning with

which he was making on

behalf of Garfield Todd, that
the Prime Minister should

see him while he is in

London.

I understand that
e

can be contact
the Rhodesian

in London.
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Peter Bottomley, PPS to Cranely Onslow,
—— >

telephoned to say that Garfield Todd

was in London at the moment, and is

due to have drinks with Cranley Onslow

this evening at 7.30 p.m.
e——
At a meeting of the British/Zimbabwe
group at the House this afternoon,
the question of whether the Prime
Minister would be seeing Mr Todd as
she had seen Mr Smith when he was in

London, came up.

Peter Bottomley just wanted the
message to be passed on, and told me
that Mr Todd is staying at 95 Ebury
Street, (tel: 730-5723) sho;EE—Ezgzhe
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wish to contact him.
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