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ENTERPRISE ZONES

Following the announcement of the second round of Enterprise Zones
in November 1982, one of the local authorities concerned,
North East Derbyshire, decided to withdraw their bid for an EZ.
We "have not sought to replace this zone hitherto, bBut Ethere are
two specific areas which I consider merit EZ status in view of
their particular circumstances. The combined area of the two
is 91 hectares, almost the same as the 93 hectares of the intended
North East Derbyshire Zone.

The first area would be an extension of the existing EZ at Dudley
covering about 43 hectares. At the time of the original
negotiations for this zone the steelworks, which were bounded on
three sides by the 2Zone, were in operation. They were excluded
in line with our policy of leaving existing industry out of the
zones as far as possible, largely because of the high cost of
compensation to the Local Authority for the rate income foregone,
However the steelworks have now closed and we see little prospect
of the site being redeveloped in competition with land in the Zone.
Given the loss of 1300 jobs brought about by the closure of the
steelworks, the high level of unemployment in the West Midlands at
present and the difficulties of developing the land without EZ
status the extension seems well justified.

The second area is the 48 hectare site on which the Nypro chemical
plant stood that was the "S¢ene of the Flixborough disaster in 1974.
Glanford made a bid for this to be an EZ but one of the principal
arguments for preferring other contenders was the restriction on
the planning regime that would have been necessary as long as there
was a possibility that the site could be developed for hazardous
uses, Now the Local Authority has bought the site, thus removing
this objection,{hnd they are willing to dispose of it freehold to
the private sector. However the proximity of the Scunthorpe EZ,
only one mile away, will make it more difficult to dispose of the
Flixborough site which, not surprisingly, is of considerable
symbolic importance to the area, The area badly needs new jobs
as local employment in steel has fallen by more than 50% in recent
years and male unemployment is currently running at 17.7%




Irwin Bellwin has seen a deputation from Glanford and has beeﬂl%osc
impressed by their commitment to the development of the site by the
private sector and to the need to work closely with Scunthorpe to
promote the diversification of the industrial base in this steel-
making area,

Provided you agree I therefore intend to approve the proposals
for an extension to the Dudley Enterprise Zone and for a Zone
in Glanford in substitution for the North East Derbyshire Zone
which was withdrawn,

I am copying this letter to the Prime Minister, to members of
E Committee and to George Younger and Nicholas Edwards, to whose
letter of 24 June about an extension to the Swansea EZ I am
replying separately.

PATRICK JENKIN

The Rt Hon Nigel Lawson MP




Propos

JOHN MOORE







DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY

Ashdown House 123 Victoria Street SW1E 6RB

8813148
Telegrams Advantage London SW1

Telephone Direct Line  01-212 3301 ?WM f’h’m’iHN
Switchboard 01-212 7676

Secretary of State for Trade and Industry His "/7

A\ July 1983
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proposals to extend the bound=ariesg tt I i Zone
Dudley and to establish a new Enterpri ! ¢ f
Nypro chemical plant at Flixborough.
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. P Department of the Environment

Marsh Street London SW1
Minister of State 2 Marsham Stre

for Local Government Telephone 01-212 3434

My Ref: J/PSO/13766/83

// August 1983
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ENTERPRISE ZONES

Thank you for your letter dated 18 July to Patrick Jenkin
supporting the proposals to extend the Dudley enterprise zone
and to create a new enterprise zone at Flixborough.

You also ask if we would give further consideration  -to the
decision to include agricultural 1land at Park Farm within
the proposed zone in Scunthorpe.

I am afraid that the intended designation of the Scunthorpe
zone has already progressed beyond the stage when the boundaries
might be changed. The legislation does not give us the power
to alter the boundaries of a zone, once a statutory invitation
to prepare the necessary scheme has been made, which in this
case was on 17 March - some four months ago. There is therefore
no opportunity to reconsider the decision to include the land
at Park Farm, The Scunthorpe =zone is now expected to be
designated in mid September.

I should add that, although the Park Farm 1land happens to
be still in agricultural use, the land was zoned in the approved
Town Map for industrial use and had been so since 1966; if
this land had been excluded, the enterprise 2zone would have
been further fragmented and would not offer the necessary
potential for development in later years.

I am sorry that I am unable to offer the prospect of reconsidering
the boundaries of the zone. I can assure you however, that
we will do what we can to see that every effort is made to
keep this land in agricultural use for as long as possible.
Copies of this letter go to recipients of yours.
,>”ﬁfiau-’ GJCELQ,L#LI;O
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LORD BELLWIN

The Rt Hon Michael Jopling MP







MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE, FISHERIES AND FOOD
WHITEHALL PLACE, LONDON SWIA 2HH
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The Rt Hon Patrick Jenkin MP

Secretary of State for the Environment

2 Marsham Street

LONDON  SW1AP 3EB 18 July 1983
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ENTERPRISE ZONES

Thank you for copying to me your letter of 1/6ﬁ1y to Nigel Lawson
about the extension of the Enterprise Zone at Dudley and the
creation of a Zone at Flixborough. I have no objection on
agricultural grounds to either proposal. Indeed I welcome the move
to direct industrial development to existing disused. industrial
areas, so helping to relieve the pressure for development on green
field sites.

I would, however, ask that in view of the proximity of the new
Flixborough Zone to the proposed Zone at Scunthorpe you might give
further consideration to the decision to include agricultural land

at Park Farm in the Scunthorpe Zone. I understand that the
Scunthorpe Borough Council wish to change the designated use of

the remainder of the Skippingdale English Industrial Estate land from
housing to industry. Whether or not they succeed I am sure you would
agree that the combination of the Scunthorpe and Flixborough
Enterprise Zones will give the area more than adequate provision

for industrial development. Under these circumstances I think it
would be reasonable to redefine the boundaries of the Scunthorpe

Zone to exclude Park Farm. If this is not possible at this late
stage then I would welcome your assurance that, as Peter Walker
requested in his letter of 11 November 1982 to Michael Heseltine,
every effort is made to ensure this land is allowed to remain in
agricultural production for as long as possible.

/I am copying .....




I am copying this letter to the Prime Minister, other members of
E(A) and to Sir Robert Armstrong
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MICHAEL JOPLING
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