A e . . A )

£ BB e i : :
B AR Y m Fa Bt
IARAN Y : FR{ i \/

L R W

B ) e
| B2E T Vo

T ol

DWF F 020/035 {

LEO/335/05

. £FCO

DUBLAN

00 WASHINGTON
GR 650

CONF-1DENT-MAL

FM HARARE 0517007 SEP 83

TO FLASH FCO

TELEGRAM NUMBER 748 OF 5 SEPTEMBER
INFO AMMEDIATE DUBLAN AND WASHINGTON
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1. MUGABE SUMMONED ME TO SEE HIM EARLY THIS EVENING. HE WAS &

AN ANGRY AND UNCOMPROMISIING MOOD. :I» WAS SUBJECTED TO A LONG
CATALOGUE OF COMPLAINTS AND ACCUSATIONS ABOUT HMG'S ATTHTUDE

TOWARDS HiM AND HiS GOVERNMENT. HE RAKED OVER PAST HISTORY,
INCLUDING THE PRIME MINISTER'S RECEPTION OF MR SMITH, THE

REFERENCE IN PARL'FAMENT DURANG THE MATABELELAND CRISHS TO HUMAN
RIGHTS 1N ZIMBABWE, AND MR ONSLOW'S VAGIT AND WHAT HE CHOSE 70
REGARD AS THE PRESSURES APPLAED ON THAT ACCASION. HE DESCRIBED

THE PRIME MINISTER'S MESSAGE TO HIM AS AN ATTEMPT TO BRING
ANADMISSIBLE PRESSURRE TO BEAR AND SAID THAT THIS FARST REACTION

ON RECEAV.ING kT WAS NOT TO RELEASE ANY OF THE OFFICERS AT ALL.

WE CHOSE TO REGARD THE REPORTS AND COMMENT I THE BRITISH MEDIA
AZOUT THE REDETENTION OF THE OFFICERS AS QRCHESTRATED BY HMG: AND

WE DISPUTED THE BASIS FOR OUR REPRESENTATIONS, SUGGESTANG THAT THESE
WERE MOTIVATED PURELY BECAUSE THE DEFENDANTS WERE WHITE MEN AND WIS
GOVERNMENT WAS BLACK. HE ACCUSED US OF THREATEWING TO WITHDRAW

AID AND SAID THAT, SO FAR AS HE WAS CONCERNED, '{F THAT WAS OUR
ATTATUDE HE WOULD DO WITHOUT 1T. WE SHOULD ACCEPT THAT ZIMBABWE WAS




NOW INDEPENDENT AND THAT WE WERE NO LONGER RESPONSIBLE FOR RUNNI.

HER AFFAIRS. HE HAD REASON TO SUPPOSE THAT SOME AT LEAST OF THE

A{R FORCE OFF.ICERS, WHO HAD SUPPORTED THE REPEL REGIME AND HAD
CONNECTIONS WITH SOUTH AFRICA WHICH THEY MiGHT WELL RENEW, sTitL @
REPRESENTED A SECURITY RESK. HE WAS GOING TO DEAL WITH THEM <N

KIS OWN WAY AND WOULD NOT BE DICTATED TO BY ANYOME OUTSIDE. ALL

THIS AT SOME LENGTH AND WITH CONSIDERABLE HEAT AND EMPHASIS.

2« AS AND WHEN < HAD AN OPPORTUN:ITY, I ATTEMPTEDR TO PUT THE RECORD
STRAIGHT. ‘I* SAID THAT, ON THE COUNTRARY, OUR CONCERN WAS TO TRY TO
PRESERVE A CLOSE AND SUPPORTHVE RELATHONSHIP WITH ZIMBABWE: WE HAD
DONE ALL WE COULD TO RESIST PUBLAC PRESSURE AND TO TRY TO RESOLVE
THE PROBLEM QUMETLY AND AMICABLY: THAT WE HAD CERTAYNLY NOT
ORCHESTRATED THE MEDJA BUT THAT WE DID HAVE A RESPONSIBILATY FOR
SOME OF THE OFFICERS, NOT BECAUSE THEY WERE WHITE OR EVEN BECAUSE
THEY WERE OF BRATUSH ORYGIN, BUT BECAUSE THEY HAD BRATHSH CATIZEN-
SHIP ‘X ADDITAON TO THEIR ZIMBABWE CHTHZENSHIP. "BUT HE WAS BARELY
PREPARED TO LASTEN' STALL LESS TO CONCEDE THAT WE WERE ACTHNG OUT
OF AN HONEST DESYRE TO TRY TO PRESERVE A RELAT:IONSHIP :I% THE FACE

F A PROBLEM WHICH AFFECTED US BOTH.

WHEN WE WERE ABLE TO DFSCUSS THE 4MMEDFATE STEPS, HE SALD THAT
E WAS STIML PREPARED TO RELEASE SLATTER AND PM.E, PROVIDED THAT
LI

THEY LEFT THE COUNTRY #MMEDEATELY THEREAFTER. THE CHANGE OF MIND

'OVER BRIWSCOE HAD TAKEN PLACE BECAUSE WS PEOPLE HAD PRODUCED
EVIDENCE THAT HE WAS A SOUTH AFRICAN CATIZEN. I SAID THAT 4N FACT

il HAD HiS 4RNSH PASSPORT AND THAT 'I' WOULD PRODUCE 4T FOR WIS PEOPLE
TO SEE (AND AM DOMNG SO AT THIS MOMEMT). HE WAS MOT TO BE DRAWN

ON THE OTHER OFFYCERS, EXCEPT TO SAY THAT THEIR CASES WERE ALSO
BEING REVAEWED. BUT FROM THE TONE OF HIS REMARKS ABOUT THEM, 4T WAS
CLEAR THAT HE BELHEVED THAT THERE WAS EVIDENCE OF THEYR GUILT, OR

AT THE VERY LEAST OF PAST ASSOCIATIONS WITH SOUTH AFRICA.
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L, MEANWHILE, THE UPSHOT OF OUR LATEST CONVERSATION WATH SLATTER
AND PILE 1S THAT THEY ARE STILL PREPARED TO COMPLY WITH THE
ZIMBABYEAN GOVERNMENT'S :HSTRUCTHONS AND TO LEAVE fEE"EbENIPv ON
E?EEASE. BUT THERE ARE A GREAT MAMY FORMAL{TIES AND ARRANGEMENTS
WHICH THEY WILL HAVE TO MAKE BEFORE THEY ARE READY TO GO ALD THIS
MAY WELL TAKE SEVERAL DAYS. Sy

O+ i WILL COMMENT ON ALL THIS TOMORROW AND REPLY TO YOUR TELNO 440,
FIRST TWO SENTENCES.,

EVANS




