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MY TELNO 254: AFZ OFFICERS

1. MR MUGABE GAVE A PRESS CONFERENCE ‘1% DUBLIN AT 18.00 ON 9
SEPTEMBER., HE DID NOT MAKE A STATEMENT ABOUT THE AFZ OFF ICERS,
BUT WAS ASKED ABOUT THEM REPEATEDLY.

2. MR MUGABE SAID THAT THE CASES WOULD BE LOOKED AT OBJECTIWVELY
ON THE BASI:S OF :INFORMATION OF A *'SECURITY AND INTELL:IGENCE
CHARACTER.'' THOSE WHO WERE ''LESS |NVOLVED'' WOULD BE RELEASED.
ASKED WHETHER THE TAOISEACH HAD MENT/'ONED THE AFZ OFF:ICERS DURING
THEIR PRIVATE CONVERSATION, MR MUGABE SAID ''DR FITZGERALD,
UNLIKE MRS THATCHER, DOES NOT SEEK TO JNTERFERE IN THE [INTERNAL
AFFAIRS OF MY COUNTRY.'' HE ADDED THAT HE HAD TOLD DR FITZGERALD
THAT THE CASES CONTINUED TO BE REVIEWED AND THAT HE WAS AWARE
THAT TWO OF THE OFFICERS WERE [R1SH NATIGNALS.

3 CLEARLY :IRRITATED BY THE REPEATED QUEST [ONING, MR MUGABE ASKED
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3. CLEARLY :JRR/TATED BY THE REPEATED QUESTIONING, MR MUGABE ASKED
WHY THERE WAS SO MUCH CONCERN. WAS '|T BECAUSE THE MEN WERE

WHITE, OR EECAUSE THEY WERE MRS THATCHER'S KITH AND KIN? (BBC

AND 1TV JOURNAL:/|STS WERE TAKINRG A PROMINENT PART (AN THz PRESS
CONFERENCE.) HE WENT ON TO DEFEND THE SYSTEM OF

RE-DETENT:ION ON SECURITY GROUNDS, ARGUING THAT Z|MBABWE FACED

A THREAT OF DESTABIULISATION BY SOUTH AFRICA. HE ALSO DESCRYUBED THE
JUDICHAL SYSTEM_fS ' *ABSOLUTELY STUPID'' BECAUSE A PERSON WHO HAD
COMMITTED A CRIME COULD BE ACQUUTTED :F HIS CONFESS:ION WAS
EXTRACTED BY TORTURE. <N HIS ViIEW, THE EV/DENCE SHOULD BE JUDGED
LCN |TS OWN MERITS, AND +If SOMEONE HAD BEEN TORTURED T WAS UP

TO THEM TO TAKE LEGAL ACTION AGAINST THE POL:dCE.

L, LATER “IN THE PRESS CONFERENCE, MR MUGABE SAID THAT THE
5TH ER{GADE HAD DONE *''MARVELLOUS WORK'' N MATABELELAND AND THAT
ATRCCITY STORIES WERE ''EXAGGERATED''.
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5 AFTERWARDS, TOWNSEND (1ST SctCRETARY, DFA) TOLD ONE OF MY STAFF
THAT MEMBERS OF THE ZiMBABWEAN DELEGAT|ON HAD HINTED TO HIM

THAT REPRESENTAT:IOK ON BEHALF OF THE AFZ CFFCERS MIGHT EE
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