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Her Excellency Mrs Margaret Thatcher _ __ |, T (
The British Prime Minister SERIAL INO il

I have received Your Excellency's letter in which
you expressed regret at the incorrect information

broadcast by the BBC.

I would like to thank you for your concern and I
assure you of the keenness, and strong desire of Ehe
Kingdom to protect the co-operation and friendship
existing between our two countries in view of their

shared interests and of their excellent mutual rélations.

At the same time I thank Your Excellency for the
sincere words you expressed concerning the Kingdom's
efforts to secure peace and an end to the disputes in
the area; in particular the ceasefire agreement in

Lebanon.

I trust that all of us hope from the depths of our
hearts that security and peace will be achieved in this
vital part of the world and in other areas of mankind's
world; it is worth saying that sincere efforts towards

the fulfilment of this are our shared aims.

I share Your Excellency's hope that we will meet
again to exchange frank and useful views on the leading

topics of the day.

Signed
FAHD bin ABDUL AZIZ AL SAUD
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SECRET

Foreign and Commonwealth Office
London SWIA 2AH  /
/

21 November 1983

b
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Message from Kirg Fahd about ihe BBC

With your letter of 18 OctOber you enclosed a message
from the Prime Minister to the/King of Saudi Arabia, in
reply to one he had sent complaining of an allegedly
inaccurate news item carried by the BBC External Services.
I enclose the original of a reply we have now received
from King Fahd on our friends' channels, together with the

Saudi's translation of it,.pmevéded—%h&%—yea—agregy

Jedda have reported that, when the Prime Minister's
letter was handed to Prince Turki al Faisal, who brought
the original message to London, he appeared to be impressed
by its courteous terms. From the King's reply, it is clear
that the Saudis now consider the incident closed.

The last paragraph of the Prime Minister's letter
mentioned in general and non-committal terms the possibility
of a meeting with the King (we had heard on other channels
that he might welcome this). King Fahd refers to the idea
in equally non-committal terms in his reply. HM Ambassador
Jedda will take an appropriate opportunity to sound the
Saudis out on King Fahd's intentions
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At the same time I thank Your Excellency for the
sincere words you expressed concerning the Kingdom's
efforts to secure peace and an end to the disputes in
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